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June 9, 2008 Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on June 9, 2008, at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Commissioner Garth Haugland, and Secretary Lee Diedrich. 
Minutes:

The reading of the June 2, 2008 meeting minutes was postponed until the June 16th, 2008 meeting.

Canvas of Votes:

The canvassing of the votes from the primary election on June 3, 2008 was moved to June 10, 2008 at 8:00 a.m.

Road Department Update:
Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for   the week of June 1st – June 7th, 2008 for the Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY ROAD WORK

June 1st to June 7th, 2008

Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas 
DILLON AREA


Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Medicine Lodge, Sullivan, Frying Pan, Driveway, North, Grant, Clayton, Cosgrove, Schultz, Freeman, Bryce, Fern, Wendy, Amber, Darin, Christine, Cattle, Mountain View North and South, Anderson and Stone Creek.


Bladed up to a cattleguard on Carter Creek Road.


Hauled gravel from Snowline gravel pit to Dillon.


Installed a sign on Miracle Mountain Road.


Cleaned culverts on South Valley Road.


Weed Certification class.


Attended a safety meeting.


Road checked roads in the Medicine Lodge and Dillon areas.


Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA


Bladed the following roads and lanes:  Big Sheep Creek, Kidd, Ashbough and Bimat.


Cleaned out culverts on the South Valley Road.


Hauled gravel on Big Sheep Creek Road. 


Attended a safety meeting.


Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley Road.


Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 


Bladed Twin Lakes Road. 


Picked up “Closed Road” signs on the Lower North Fork Road.


Moved equipment to Polaris to fix a guardrail.


Attended a safety meeting


Weed Certification class.


Road checks in the Jackson area, Scenic Byway and Lower North Fork.


Equipment service and repair.

Richard reported that he is looking for asphalt for patching and still has an outfit in Idaho to contact that may have some available.  The Bannack State Park road project of sealing and striping was discussed and if there will be funding for the project.  John Malesich, a resident north of Dillon, came in to visit about the conditions of Anderson, Sweetwater, East Bench and Stone Creek Roads.  The heavy rains we have had were discussed and the fact that fuel prices have increased so fast that it has been hard to maintain County roads to our regular standards.  Mr. Malesich left the meeting.

Commissioner Rice stated that an email was received from Harold Blattie at MaCo stating the Secured Rural School funding bill was defeated.  This will affect the \Road Department budget by about $116,000. There was discussion about the possibility of having to lay-off employees if funding is not secured.  Commissioner McGinley asked Richard how many years he has with the County and when he would be retiring. Richard stated that he has 19 years and would like to retire with 20 years.  Commissioner McGinley stated that if lay-offs were necessary he would like to try and keep the workers and cut the management area.  

Sheriff’s Office Update:


The Sheriff did not attend this meeting so no report was given.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch reported on litigation cases he is dealing with and preceded with an office update.  Jed stated that he would be out of town next Monday.  He also stated that he is reviewing water rights for Beaverhead County’s wells that may be classified in the wrong category such as domestic, irrigation or livestock etc.   Jed reported that Dick McCracken and Bill Allen have visited with him about the CBU comments and that they asked the Commission go to Washington, D.C. and represent their views.  Commissioner Rice stated that if the Commission feels a trip to Washington, D.C. is necessary that they would be going or sending a representative to represent the County as a whole and not just one entity.  

Drought Task Force:
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Reports were given as follows:

1. Bureau of Rec/East Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Water Users – Dennis Miotke

Clark Canyon Reservoir

Storage:


May 31, 2008 
Elevation – 5,535.04
Storage – 121,272 A/ft.


May 31, 2007 
Elevation – 5,534.12
Storage – 117,312 A/ft.


Present Elevation – 5,535.16 
Storage – 121,795 A/ft.  73% average


Present Releases – 332 CFS


Inflows – 352 CFS/Day  (Last 5 Days Average)


Inflows:


May 2008
11,121 Aft.
181CFS/Day

38% of average


May 2007
  7,212 A/ft.
117 CFS/Day
25% of average


Releases:


May 2008
13,657 A/ft. 

Storage Gain –    2,536 A/ft.


May 2007
 21,003 A/ft.

Storage Used – 13,971 A/ft.

Lima Dam



Elevation  - 6,579.61 
Storage – 66,050 A/ft.  100% of average



Releasing – 535 CFS  
Inflows – last 5 days average – 568 CFS/Day

2. NRCS-
No report was given

3. Wildfire‑ Forest/BLM-  Good moisture, slow vegetation  







                  
State Lands- Good moisture,  slow vegetation

Dillon VFD and Co. Fire Warden- there will be a Fire Training, Wednesday, June 11, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.  at the S & R building. 

4. Grazing‑ Forest.  

            BLM - Good moisture

            State - Good moisture

            Private - Good moisture

5.  Drought Report  -  Larry Laknar gave a power point presentation

6. National Weather Service- Gina gave a power point presentation on-line.

7. Farm Service Agency – No report was given.

8. City of Dillon -  No report was given.

9.  Extension Service- Good moisture, less irrigation, crops are a little slow.

10.  Fish Wildlife and Parks-  Low flows in Centennial Valley for artic graying, Good flushing flows on Big Hole River are 8,000-10,000 CFS – has been close to 8,000.

11. Other business:


12. Montana Drought Advisory Committee- 

13. Next meeting- July 14, 2008

Lunch Recess:

Commissioner Rice recessed the meeting and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Lee Diedrich present.

Discussion of City’s Proposed Joint Planning Committee Inter-local Agreement:

Those in attendance were: Marty Malesich Mayor of Dillon, Lynn Westad, Barbara Bauerle from the Dillon Tribune, J.S. Turner Operations Manger for the City of Dillon.

There was discussion pertaining to the need for an Inter-local agreement between the City of Dillon and Beaverhead County in order for the Joint City/County Committee to proceed with its task.  Commissioner Haugland stated that the County has been informed that the only document needed by SB 201 is a resolution, which the county has passed.

Sections of the draft Inter-local agreement were discussed such as the County will pay 50% of City Attorney’s fees but that it does not state the City will pay 50% of the County Attorney’s fees.  Mayor Malesich stated that it would only be fair for each to pay 50% of the expenses.  J.S. Turner stated that this was written wrong and that it should be a 50-50 deal.  Commissioner McGinley stated that in one section it states if a member misses three meetings they “shall” be removed and in the next paragraph it says the Committee may decide to keep that person.

The Commissioners also stated that they did not see how the County could act as an independent contractor and wasn’t sure what that meant. 

Commissioner Haugland stated that the members of this committee are volunteers, a very diverse group, doing a great job and did not want them to be micro managed.  JS stated that the City feels the Inter-local Agreement is necessary so there is no misappropriation of funds. 

The City representatives asked if the County Attorney had looked the agreement over and the Commission responded saying no he had not. Commissioner Haugland stated the he is reluctant to use the County Attorney’s time on a document we don’t see a need for. 

Commissioner Haugland stated that the County does not want to see this joint project stopped because of disagreement between the two government entities and made the following motion:


MOTION:
Commission Haugland moved that the County submit a condensed version of the draft Inter-local Agreement to the City Council for review.  Commissioner McGinley seconded; with all in favor the motion passed unanimously.

The next City Council meeting will be held on June 18th with the agenda being set by Monday June 16th at noon. 

Kendra Webster Minor Subdivision:

Planner Rick Hartz stated that the conditions placed on the Kendra Webster Minor Subdivison have been met or otherwise satisfied, D.E.Q. approval has been received and the driveway approach has been installed.  Rick asked that the Commissioners approve the final plat of the Kendra Webster Minor Subdivison. The following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commission Haugland moved that the final plat of the Kendra Webster Minor Subdivision be approved.  Commissioner McGinley seconded; with all in favor the motion passed unanimously.

Action on Resolution Appointing/Reappointing Members to the DUI Task Force:

The Commission reviewed the Resolution 2008-15: Resolution Appointing/Reappointing Members to the DUI Task Force and Approving the 2008-2009 Plan. The following motions was made:

MOTION:

Commission Haugland moved to that Resolution 2008-15: Resolution Appointing/Reappointing Members to the DUI Task Force and Approving the 2008-2009 Plan be adopted.




Commissioner McGinley seconded; with all in favor the motion passed unanimously.
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The Commissioners also signed the DUI Task Force Plan. 
Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the June 1, - 7, 2008 invoices for a total of $38,114.18 The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Pubic Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:
There were no public comments made.

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Department Head Meeting:

The Board met with County Department heads and discussed budgets.  Finance officer Betty Tinsley passed out budget form for the coming year that needs to be completed and turned in prior to July 1, 2008.  

Each department will need to factor in the following increases: +5% for health insurance; -5% Worker’s Compensation; +5% for liability insurance, other rates and/or increases can be obtained from the finance office.  The department heads were told that if they would just figure their operating expenses that the salary, taxes, insurance etc. would be factored in for them.

Commissioner McGinley stated that there were great suggestions from employees on how to better conserve on county expenditures.  These suggestions included: centralizing the purchasing of office supplies; replacing the old boiler with a newer more efficient heat source; using county vehicles for travel; and bidding computer programs county wide instead of each department purchasing there own programs.

Department heads were informed that the Secure Rural School funding bill was defeated which will hit county budgets hard.  Department heads were asked to dig hard and deep to come up with more revenue and reduce expenditures.

Finance officer Betty Tinsley asked that any Revenue or expenditure line items or budgets that are over drawn due to being coded wrong to let her know so the error can be corrected before the fiscal year end.

There was a question about whether the county could bid gas for the county vehicles.  Richard Miller stated that the cost of installing a tank would not be cost effective for the minimal savings on gas.  It was decided that with the county gas credit cards eliminating the federal and state gas taxes that we would not be any better by going out for bids on gas for employee travel. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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