June 11, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on June 11, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the June 4, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the June 11, 2007 meeting be approved with corrections.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


The Commissioners reviewed the Road Report that was submitted previous to the meeting.


Dillon Area

· Sweetwater Road, Stone Creek Road, and Carrigan Lane were watered and graded.

· Brenner Lane and Bloody Dick Road were bladed.

· Gravel was hauled to Stone Creek Road and Smith Road.

· Equipment was moved to Bannack State Park for roadwork.

· Barricades were rebuilt at the shop.

· Rockslides were removed from Ten Mile Road and Old Canyon Road.

· The following signs were installed:  Ten Mile Road – “end of speed zone” at ranch and 35 mph at the landfill; Buster Brown Road - 4 bridge end markers, Blacktail Road – 2 bridge end markers on the 2nd bridge; Ryan Canyon Road and Montaqua Drive.

· Two employees attended a weed certification class and testing.

· Equipment was cleaned.

· Area roads were checked.

·  Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The South Valley Road and Big Sheep Creek Road were bladed.

· Preparation was done form the new overhead doors at the shop.

· Gravel was hauled to Bitmat Lane.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Twin Lakes Road and Big Lake Creek Road were bladed.

· Area roads and the Scenic Byway were checked.

· A culvert was picked at Missoula for an installation in Jackson.

· One employee attended a weed certification class and testing.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
County Attorney Marv McCann, Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman, and Ike 

Walker joined the meeting.  Ike was unable to get the residents along North Lane to accept ownership of the Lane, so he filed an easement making North Lane a public access.  Ike is paying the taxes on North Lane and asked the Commissioners to blade the road.  Before the County will blade the road an easement for a cul-de-sac needs to be obtained from Justin Devers, but Justin has not been receptive to giving an easement.  Ike stated that if this situation is not resolved in 30 days he will take this matter to District Court.  Commissioner McGinley asked Ike if he would give 10 feet of his property for part of the easement.  Ike stated that he would do so.  Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Rick will contact Justin Devers or Bill Mancornel about Ike’s offer.  Ike left the meeting. Rick left the meeting.


Kurt will file a motion in District Court regarding Larry Woodcock’s failure to sign the land lease for his hangar at the Dillon Airport.  Kurt left the meeting.


The Commissioners and Marv discussed the process by which the State pays half of Marv’s salary.   Kurt is resigning, as Deputy County Attorney and Marv would like to raise the deputy’s salary to make the position more attractive.  Marv left the meeting.


The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting: County DES Coordinator Larry Laknar, Extension Agent J.P. Tanner, Representative Lee Hahnkamp, Beaverhead Fire District #2 Representative Rick Later, County Fire Warden Scott Marsh, NRCS representative Kris Berg, and State Senator Bill Tash, Montana DES Representative Bob Fry, National Weather Service Representative Gina Loss, and Madison County DES Coordinator Christopher Mumme. 


Introductions were given and Chairman Haugland turned the meeting over to Larry. Copies of the agenda and attachments were distributed. Everyone gave his or her verbal report. National Weather Service Representative Gina Loss gave a power point presentation on drought conditions in Beaverhead and Madison Counties.   Larry gave a power point presentation on the drought conditions. Bill informed everyone that the Water Policy Interim Committee will meet at the Swysgood Center July 10 and 11.  A tour will be taken on July 10.  The next County Drought Task Force meeting will be July 9, 2007, at 11:00 a.m.  The Drought Task Force left the meeting.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  


Madison Forest District Ranger Mark Petroni and KDBM Reporter Lee Squires joined the meeting.  The Madison Forest Plan allows the use of Fire in unplanned ignitions and a Fire Plan is being written for unplanned ignitions.  Mark explained the Gravelly fire plan to the Commissioners.  This plan will require coordination with Beaverhead County when a fire occurs.  The Commissioners were supportive of the Gravelly Fire Plan.  Mark left the meeting.  


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the June 3 – 9, 2007 invoices for a total of $37,369.89. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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