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June 15, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, June 15, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Review of County Projects – Engineer Bill Lloyd Re:  Review of Bridge Evaluation Project:

Engineer Bill Lloyd and Road Supervisor Mike Shafer joined the meeting.  Bill and Mike met last month regarding the bridges that are in the most critical condition.  The condition of the following bridges was discussed:  Rock Creek Bridge, the Anderson Lane Bridge over the Beaverhead River, the Anderson Lane Bridge over the West Bench Canal, Big Sheep Creek Bridge, the bridge of the Smith Gulch on the Upper North Ford, Birch Creek Bridge.  The Rock Creek Bridge is a Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) evaluated bridge, Old Stage Bridge over the Canyon Ditch, the Argenta Bridge over the Rattlesnake Creek.  Bill will contact the MDT to ask for the bridge to be reevaluated.  Bill will evaluate all the bridges discussed today.  The Elk Lake Bridge over the Red Rock River was discussed.  One of the Commissioners will contact the Red Rock Refuge Manager about this bridge.  Bill will also talk to Forest Service Engineer Dick Judge regarding Forest Service stimulus money being used for the Birch Creek Bridge.   After Bill evaluates the bridges he will submit preliminary cost estimates to the County and then a decision can be made as to what bridges will be submitted to TSEP.  

Next week Commissioner McGinley will meet with Mike Shafer and Road Secretary Jamie about the Road Department’s budgets.  The three TSEP bridges, the crane and floor of the Dillon shop, and the replacement pipes will all need to be included in the budget.

There was discussion regarding polycoated pipe that is suppose to last longer.  Bill will contact Mark Goodman at the MDT Hydraulics division about these types of pipes.

Jamie will take care of the confirmation of the implementation schedule and the budget to TSEP.

Matt Christensen contacted Commissioner Haugland last weekend about only part of the East Bench Road being bladed last week.  Mike stated that he was called away from this project, but it will be completed today.  

Mike brought up for discussion the income tax letter.  This morning three of the crew brought in fines from the IRS.

Chairman Rice has discussed with Ray Marxer about locating a gravel pit in the Centennial Valley.  Chairman Rice will contact Ray again.

The Road Department Report for June 7 – 13, 2009 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Big Horn, Cherry Creek, Trapper Creek, Rock Creek, Browne’s Bridge, Schoolhouse, Crystal, Sweetwater, Stoddard, east half of Carter Creek, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Lemhi, Mansfield, Ten Mile, East Bench and Trout Creek.

· Spot repair on Cross Lane.

· Repaired a soft spot and washout on Bloody Dick Road at Coyote Creek.

· Hauled gravel to Bloody Dick Road and Stibal Lane.

· Installed bridge end markers on Nissen Lane, Sweetwater Road, and Stoddard Lane.  

· Replaced a “One Lane Bridge” sign on Nissen Lane. 

· Installed road signs on the following roads and lanes:  Nissen, Carter Creek, Goat Mountain, Old Canyon and Ski Hill.

· Repaired snow machine signs and removed them for the summer.

· Hauled gravel to Stoddard Lane.

· Attended a Safety Meeting at the Dillon shop.

· Attended an Insurance and AFLAC meeting at the Courthouse.

· Road checked Dillon, Blacktail, Glen, Horse Prairie, Melrose, and Grasshopper area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Stibal, Munday, Little Sheep Creek and North Valley.

· Hauled gravel on Stibal Lane.

· Moved a cattleguard on Meadow Creek Road.

· Attended a Safety Meeting at the Dillon Shop.

· Attended an Insurance and AFLAC meeting at the Courthouse.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Twin Lakes, Upper North Fork, Big Lake Creek and Steel Creek.

· Stock piled gravel at Gravel Pit 314 on the North Fork Ranch.

· Hauled gravel on Lower Mussigbrod Creek Road and Upper North Fork Road.

· Attended a Safety Meeting at the Dillon Shop.

· Attended an Insurance and AFLAC meeting at the Courthouse.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Sheriff’s Office Update:

Sheriff Jay Hansen and Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley joined the meeting.

An abandoned horse was picked up over the weekend and he has no idea who the owner is.  The County has to hold the horse for 30 days and advertise four times within this 30 day period.  At this time it costs $30 per day for boarding the horse.  Jay has contacted the Livestock Yard personnel about boarding the horse for less money, but he has not heard back yet.  This horse will cost the County over $1,200 by the time the process is completed.

Jay has been working with Betty about changing his Department’s payroll so that Betty only has to do one payroll a month.  The first pay period will be short for the deputies, but then they will be on the same schedule as all other employees.  Betty is in favor of this change.

There was discussion about the Weed Department’s radio being located in the 911 shed.  Jay feels that only 911 radios should be located in this shed.  The Commissioners will look into this matter.

County Attorney’s Update:

Jed asked if the Compensation Board meeting scheduled for the 23rd be rescheduled because he is testifying on a case on that date.  This meeting will be rescheduled.

Discussion on Proposed County Wilderness Bill and Release Language:

Dillon Tribune Reporter Barbara Bauerle and J.S. Turner joined the meeting.

Senator Tester wants to put a Wilderness Bill through Congress and at this time there are only two options:  the Northern Rocky Ecosystem or the Partnership Strategy.  If either of these two options is not supported by the County, then the County needs to submit another alternative.  With the County’s input, Tester’s staff is writing another Wilderness Bill.  The Forest Plan is being used as the base so that the Bill can be completed quickly.  The Commissioners believe there should be release language in the Bill and that the Agencies’ recommendations for Wilderness Study areas be used in the Bill. It was discussed that the entities in favor of wilderness feel that there is an economic benefit to having wilderness.  The Commissioners feel that this benefit should be calculated into the forest receipts.  The Commissioners think that other designations besides wilderness should be considered, i.e., recreation, etc.  Further discussion ensued.  J.S. asked if the Commissioners were going to have public meetings to get input from the citizens and the Commissioners responded that yes more public meetings would be held.

Public Hearing on Budget Amendments:

At 11:30 a.m. Commissioner Rice recessed the Commissioners hearing and opened the public hearing on budget amendments.  There were no public comments.  Commissioner Rice adjourned the hearing.

Conference Call with Federal Highway Administration Representative Re:  Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway:

Commissioner Rice reconvened the Commissioners meeting at 1:30 p.m.  Due to a mix up this call was not held and was rescheduled for June 22, 2009.

Minutes:

The minutes of the June 8, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the June 8, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Action on Wheel Loader Bids:

Commissioner Rice met with Road Supervisor Mike Shafer and Mechanic Larry Skiles on the following bids:

	COMPANY
	LOADER TYPE
	HOURS
	BUY BACK
	PURCHASE PRICE

	Western States - Bid #1
	Used 2006 CAT 950H 
	1,697
	3rd year - $85,000
	$145,653

	
	
	
	4th year - $80,000
	

	
	
	
	5th year - $65,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Western States - Bid #2
	Used 2005 CAT 950G-II
	2,664
	3rd year -   $75,000
	$129,500

	
	
	
	4th year - $65,000
	

	
	
	
	5th year - $55,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Tractor and Equipment
	Used 2007 CAT 950H
	1479.1
	None 

with extend. warranty
	$158,460

	
	
	
	
	$166,580

	
	
	
	
	

	RDO Equipment
	Used 2008 John Deere 644K
	500
	None
	$184,500

	
	
	
	With Buy Back
	$175,000

	
	
	
	3rd year - $126,500
	

	
	
	
	4th year - $121,500
	

	
	
	
	5th year - $116,500
	


The recommendation is to purchase the Used 2008 John Deere 644K from RDO for $175,000.

This machine has a quick coupler, two types of blades and a programmable reversible fan.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the used 2008 John Deere 644K for $175,000 from RDO be purchased. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
Action on City of Dillon’s Request for a Letter of Support and a Right-of-Way Easement for the East Side Pedestrian Path – North Section:

After some discussion the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that a letter of support be written and a right-of-way easement be given for the East Side Pedestrian Path.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

Jeff Everett from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service joined the meeting to update the Commissioners on the Governor Creek Bridge project.  Due to right-of-way issues, Morrison and Maierle have submitted a Scope of Work Change Order.  The Commissioners reviewed the change order. Jeff stated that he saw no problems with the requested changes.  Commissioner Rice signed the Order.

Jeff has been working with John Dooling to obtain rock from John’s barrow pits.  Due to the conservation easement John has on his land he has to donate the rock or be in violation of the easement.  Jeff should know John’s decision within a couple of weeks.  

Vicky Sullivan from the Corp of Engineers did an unscheduled, unannounced visit to the project site during high flows.  Vicky is in complete support of this project, except for the temporary detour. Because of wetland issues, the existing culverts cannot be used and Morrison and Maierle do not have a pre-designed detour.  This matter will affect the bid significantly.  Morrison and Maierle want to write the specifications for mitigation after the bid is let and the amount of material is calculated. The 404 permit cannot be obtained until the amount of material is known, which cannot be obtained until the bids are submitted.   The County will follow Morrison and Maierl’s guidance on this matter.

There was discussion about the oversight contract with Morrison and Maierle.  Jeff explained that the Oversight Contract could cost from $15,000 to $30,000 depending on how much oversight is requested.  Discussion ensued.  The Commissioners do not want the most expensive oversight, but want enough oversight to get by.  Jeff will talk to Morrison and Mairle personnel about this matter.

On Thursday, there is an interagency fisheries meeting regarding the Hell Roaring Bridge project.  Jeff will check into the status of the Elk Lake Bridge in the Red Rock Refuge.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the June 17- 13, 2009 invoices for a total of $52,646.07. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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