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June 16, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, June 16, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the June 2 and 9, 2008 meetings and the minutes of the June 2, 2008 hearing were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of June 2 and 9, 2008 meetings and the minutes of the June 2, 2008 hearing be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:
Richard submitted the Road Report for June 8 – 14, 2008:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed and watered on the following roads and lanes:  White, Smith, Buster Brown, Flynn, Carrigan, Blacktail, Ten Mile, Anderson, Burma, Hartwig, Schoolhouse, Browne’s Bridge and Medicine Lodge.

· Hauled gravel on Carrigan Lane.

· Road checked roads in the Medicine Lodge, Glen and Dillon areas.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed the following roads and lanes:  Armstead, Big Sheep Creek, Lima Dam, Sage Creek, Bimat and Little Sheep Creek.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley Road.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed Twin Lakes Road.

· Stockpiled gravel on the Upper North Fork Road.

· Opened the Upper North Fork after flooding.

· Worked on two damaged guardrail projects at Polaris.

· Road checks in the Jackson area.

· Equipment service and repair.

Richard met with the Homeowners in the Fox Run Subdivision about the intersection of Fox Ridge Drive and Sweetwater Road.  One concern was the speed of traffic on Sweetwater Road.  The Homeowners will submit a letter requesting a 35 mph speed limit for Sweetwater Road.

Last week Richard, Commissioner Rice, and BLM representatives looked at gravel pits around the Mud Lake area, Stibal Lane area, the area past the Old Bean place, and the Lake View Cemetery.  The pit by the Lake View Cemetery is not in a Wilderness Study Area and work will be done on this pit first.  The BLM will go through the cultural process and an Environmental Assessment will probably have to been done on the site.  

Richard will do a cost estimate for fixing the Lower and upper North Fork Roads.

There was discussion regarding Little Lake Creek Road.  Richard will talk to Jack Hirschy about Jack’s concerns on this Road.

Richard stated that the Road Department needs more equipment.  Richard feels the Commissioners should put a mill levy on the ballot for the equipment.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting. There was discussion about the Sheriff’s budget.  Jay would like to have close to the same budget for FY09 as he had for FY08.

County Attorney’s Office Update:
Administrative Assistant Amy Walker joined the meeting because County Attorney Jed Fitch was out of town.  Amy informed the Commissioners that Carol Higgens would be calling them regarding her concerns about the new hospital and how the loan payments would be made.  The Commissioners will refer Carol to the Hospital Board.

First Reading and Action on the Dillon Airport Affected Area (AAA) Regulations Ordinance:

Warren Mussard, Dillon Tribune Reporter Barb Bauerle, Joe Helle, and Pete Rebish joined the meeting.  The first reading of the AAA Regulations was postponed.  The following letter was read into the record.
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Warren, Joe, and Pete were opposed to the AAA Regulations.  For more detailed comments, please refer to the recording of this meeting.  The County will have a consulting appraisal done for the proposed runway protection areas.  Commissioner Rice stated that he would have the County Attorney review all the minutes of the meetings and hearing on the AAA Regulations and to review the AAA Regulations.

Public Hearing on Proposed Budget Amendments:

Commissioner Rice recessed the Commissioners meeting and opened the public hearing.  This hearing was for the purpose of solicit public comment regarding the intent to amend budgets due to the fact the County has received grant monies, loan monies, and unanticipated revenues.  No citizens attended the hearing.  Commissioner Rice adjourned the hearing at 12:00 p.m.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Ken Everett, Northwestern Energy Consultant:

Ken Everett and Ray Brush Northwestern Energy Regional Transmission Manager joined the meeting. Ken distributed copies of Mountain States Transmission Intertie Project Update and copies of the preferred alternative route and the other alternative routes.  In Beaverhead County the preferred route would go down the I-15 corridor.  There would be 90.7 miles in Beaverhead County.  Ken showed the Commissioners the routes on the map.  Discussion ensued.  The Commissioners will attend the public meetings regarding this topic and will support their preferred alternative.

Butte BLM Field Manager Rick Hotaling:

Rick Hotaling joined the meeting and distributed copies of and reviewed with the Commissioners the “Butte Proposed Resource Management Plan / Final Environmental Impact Statement”.   

Walk-ins:

Earlier in the meeting Norma J. Duffy submitted a letter of application for the open trustee position on the Museum Board.

Sheriff Jay Hansen and Southwest Montana Drug Task Force Regional Agent in Charge Blair Martenson joined the meeting and distributed copies of the following letter: 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
SOUTHWEST MONTANA DRUG TASK FORCE - REGION 4
DIVISION OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION

PO Box!
Butte, MT 59703-000!

Mike McGrath
Attorney General

The Southwest Montana Drug Task Force is comprised of one state supervisor, one state
agent, one state administrative assistant, and two local law enforcement agents. The task
force includes six county sheriff offices and one city law enforcement agency.

In FY05, The Southwest Montana Drug Task Force- Region 4 (SWMDTF-R4) had a total
operating budget of $324,020. Of that budget 25% was local matching funds and 75%
was federal Byrne Grant funds. The local match was met from a $30,000 contribution by
the Montana Department of Justice, SWMDTF-R4 forfeiture funds, and contributions
from our local participating agencies.

In FY06, Congress cut the Byme Grant 50%. The State of Montana funded every state
employee who was working in a drug task force in Montana to make up the shortfall. The
SWMDTF-R4 Byrne Grant was reduced to $234,165. The match ratio remained 25%
local match and 75% federal funds.

In FY07 and FY08 the match was increased to 50% local funds and 50% federal money.
The increase in local match for those two years depleted the SWMDTF-R4 forfeiture
fund. We currently have $7,677 in our forfeiture fund.

In FY09, the Byrne Grant for Montana was cut an additional 78%. The total grant
funding available for FY09 is expected to be $409,000 to be divided among seven task
forces in Montana. The projected shortfall for the SWMDTF-R4 is approximately
$150,000. This would be a projected cost to each of our participating agencies of
$25,000.

Congress could restore the Byrne Grant to FY08 levels with emergency action, but this
seems unlikely.

Therefore, in order to continue to operate this task force, we will require approximately
$25,000 in funding from each of our participating agencies.
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Four (4) trained investigators

Montana Division of Criminal Investigation (MDCI) agents available
to assist SWMDTF

MDCI Tactical Unit available for drug search warrants and arrests
Undercover agents available for covert investigations

Administrative assistant to transcribe statements and interviews,
prepare search warrants, investigative subpoenas, forfeiture
documents, evidence destruction orders, run criminal history checks,
enter confidential criminal justice information into statewide system
Investigate illicit drug distribution cases including complex
conspiracy cases

Investigate clandestine methamphetamine laboratory cases, collect
evidence, arrange for hazardous waste disposal

Maintain custody of all drug investigation evidence and submit
evidence for laboratory analysis

Member-Montana All Threat Information Center (MATIC)

Fiscal analyst available to analyze complex criminal conspiracies and
money laundering cases

Four (4) undercover vehicles available for covert investigations
Equipment for each agent provided

Electronic surveillance equipment available for each investigation
From FY96 to FY03, no local contribution to SWMDTF-R4 match
was needed

Major cases in Dillon, Beaverhead County include: seizure of
$50,000 in cooperation with the Indiana State Police; investigation of
methamphetamine dealer distributing ounces of methamphetamine in
Dillon with seizure of $14,782 and an Uzi submachine pistol
converted to full automatic, and a vehicle; assist MHP with seizure of
$40,920 in currency; 2 clandestine methamphetamine labs; covert
undercover buys of over 400 hits of LSD during the Rainbow
gathering; arrest 2 suspects in methamphetamine distribution
organization and seizure of $27,393 and vehicle; marijuana growing
operation, 96 plants seized; numerous drug buys resulting in arrests of
local drug dealers.

Identification of suspects from one participating county to another,
subsequent investigations cross county jurisdictional boundaries
Investigate drug investigations to source states and drug trafficking
organizations




The Task Force is requesting a $12,500 from the City of Dillon and the same from the County to make up for the budget cuts.  If the City does not contribute, the County will be asked for the total $25,000.  There was discussion as to how valuable this Task Force has been to the Beaverhead County law enforcement.  Jay will be attending the Board of Crime Control meeting to try to get more equitable funding for all of the Task Forces.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the June 8 –1 4, 2008 invoices for a total of $47,378.58. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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