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June 19, 2006




June 19, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on June 19, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  At 10:30 a.m. Commissioner Mike McGinley joined the meeting.
The minutes of the June 12, 2006 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the minutes of the June 12, 2006 meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller, Red Rock Refuge Manager Mike Parker, and Elk Lake Resort Owner Craig Collins joined the meeting.  The topic of discussion was the terrible condition of Elk Lake Road.  Richard explained that culverts are needed and that material is needed to raise the Road.  Richard’s preliminary estimate of this approximate 3-mile road project is $446,348 not including culverts, bridgework and $10,000 for mobilization.  There was discussion about asking the Forest Service and the Department of Interior for money towards this project and about asking for  Congressional direct appropriations, etc.  Richard will ask the District Forest Service Engineer to do a site inspection of this Road.  The Commissioners will contact Senator Burn’s and Senator’s Baucus’ aids about this matter and perhaps take a field trip to Elk Lake Camp. Richard will also contact Madison County and ask that research be done regarding the ownership of Elk Lake Road.  Commissioner McGinley joined the meeting.  When the Road is dry Richard and Craig will do a site inspection of the Road.  Mike Parker and Craig left the meeting.


Richard Miller submitted a copy of the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway Weekly Newsletter and a copy of the Road Report for June 11-17, 2006:


Dillon Area

· Sweetwater Road, Carter Creek Road, Nissen Lane, Trapper Creek Road, Rock Creek Road, Browne’s Bridge Road, Carrigan Lane, Blacktail Road, Smith Road, Ten Mile Road, and Overland Road were bladed.

· Area roads and Horse Prairie roads were checked

· Weight limit signs, except for signs on the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway, were removed.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Flood control work was done on South Valley Road and Sage Creek Road.

· Gravel was hauled for a cattleguard installation on South Valley Road.

· Area roads were checked

· Rocks were removed on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Upper North Fork Road, Big Lake Creek Road, and Skinner Meadows Road were bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
Richard informed the Commissioners that MACo’s insurance claims adjuster wants all insurance claims sent to MACo before the County pays them.  MACo feels that perhaps Vigilante should have been responsible for the total cost of replacement of the power pole that the County broke because it is in the County’s right-of-way.  Chairman Haugland asked that all County departments be sent a memo on how insurance claims are to be handled.

Commissioner Rice asked Richard to call Evan Huntsman and let him know that NCRS might have funding for the Tipton Creek problem.  Commissioner Rice will also call Evan.

Richard was given a copy of a letter from the Montana Department of Transportation informing the County that $3,000 has been cut from its gas tax money due to removal of some roads from the list and due to reallocation at the State level.  Richard left the meeting.

County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  Marv reviewed State statute regarding speed limits.  A speed limit cannot be lowered unless a speed study is done.  If a speed study is done on Nissen Lane, it could raise the speed limit, not lower it as requested by a resident on Nissen lane.

Marv informed the Commissioners that he has hired Kurt Steadman as Deputy County Attorney.  Kurt will start work on July 10, 2006.

There was discussion that Harold Brown is trying to bypass the subdivision process by doing a family conveyance on his property located adjacent to the Pioneer Lookout Subdivision.  


Chairman Haugland informed Marv that North Lane is a subdivision road located off of Schuler Lane and is privately owned by one of the residents who paid a dollar for the Road.  The other residents on this Lane would like to see North Lane declared a County Road.  Chairman Haugland asked if the County could legally accept a petition requesting North Lane be declared a County Road?  Marv stated that the County can accept the petition, but during the process the owner’s objection would overrule the petition.  Marv will research the statute pertaining to this process.  


Marv informed the Commissioners that he attended a meeting of the Timber Butte Subdivision Homeowners Association.  The Homeowners are talking about petitioning for the road to be declared a County road.  Marv left the meeting.


Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Rick informed the Commissioners that the Planning Board recommends approval of the amended preliminary plat of the Blacktail Ranch Major Subdivision.  After some discussion the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the amended preliminary plat of the Blacktail Ranch Major Subdivision be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.












Rick informed the Commissioners that the Planning Board recommends that the Commissioners enter into a Memorandum of Understanding between Beaverhead County and the Sonoran Institute/RPI Consulting to conduct a Fiscal Impact Analysis for the County.  The total cost of the project is $20,975 with the County’s share to be $5,000. The Planning/Sanitation/GIS budget can pay $2,500 out of the FY2006 budget and can pay the remaining $2,500 out of the FY2007 budget.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Memorandum of Understanding between Beaverhead County and the Sonoran Institute/RPI Consulting to conduct a Fiscal Impact Analysis for the County be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Rick told the Commissioners that MACo Joint Powers Insurance Authority Attorney Myra Shults would do a workshop on the Model Subdivision Regulations in Dillon on either June 26, 27, or 28.  The City officials can attend but will need to pay a registration fee.  Rick will also inform County Attorney Marv McCann and Lima City Councilman Mike Strang about this workshop.  Rick will let the Commissioners know when the exact day is set.  Rick left the meeting.


Dillon City Councilman Raymond Graham joined the meeting to make an appointment next Monday with the Commissioners.  Ray left the meeting.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance. 

Museum Board Trustees Donna Jones and Frank Fowler, Museum Executive Director Lyle DeChant, and Museum Association Members Joan McDougal, Lyla Trafelet, Dorothy Stout, Mary Jo O’Rourke, and Tom Jones joined the meeting. Chairman Haugland stated that at this time the Commissioners were meeting to take action on the Whitworth House project.  Chairman Haugland asked for comments from the public.  Dorothy asked the Commissioners to approve this project.  Brief discussion ensued and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Whitworth House Project be approved and moved forward. The motion carried unanimously.











Commissioner McGinley stated that he was impressed with this project.  Dorothy thanked the Commissioners for their support and asked for a letter of support from the Commissioners.  Dorothy was given a letter of support.  The Museum Trustees, Museum Executive Director, and Museum Association members left the meeting.

Beaverhead County Grant Coordinator Frank Mastandrea joined the meeting.  Previous to the meeting the Commissioners were given a draft Participation Agreement between the Forest Service and the County for the Native Plant Park project.  Forest Service representative Katie Bump has applied for Forest Service funding to cover her time and part of the salary for the landscape architect on this project.  In the agreement it will show the County’ contribution toward the project.  Frank estimates that this figure will be somewhere between $5,000 and $10,000 dollars.  The Forest Service will be purchasing interpretive signs and brochures for this project.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Agreement between the Forest Service and the County for the Native Plant Park be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.











Katie will bring in the final agreement for signatures.

Frank informed the Commissioners that John Whittingham was suppose to be at this meeting to discuss his Native Plant Park contract with the County and his bill for $2,000, but just prior to this meeting John called and cancelled.  The $2,000 bill submitted by John is for meetings, telephone conversations, and for doing test pits. Frank feels that the meetings and telephone conversation are not billable items because they are covered under the contract.   John was sent a check for $108 for doing the test pits.  John signed this contract in March of 2006 but has billed for items that he did in October.  County Attorney Marv McCann has reviewed the contract and said that the County is not under any obligation to add items to the contract.  The Commissioners decided that John needs to adhere to the contract or the contract will be terminated and the County will use other options.  There was discussion about the Beaverhead Development Corporation not removing the old building at the Interpretive Center; Frank has called J.S. Turner about this matter.  Commissioner McGinley said that he would discuss this matter at tomorrow’s Development Corporation meeting.  Frank left the meeting.

J.S. Turner joined the meeting to ask about the Grasshopper Fuels project.  Chairman Haugland informed J.S. that the Forest Service is onsite working and that final figures on this project should be out in few days.  J.S. stated that the Development Corporation is ready to do the stewardship contract for this project.  J.S. left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the June 11-17. 2006 invoices for a total of $31,022.90.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.  







Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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