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June 
26, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on June 26, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the June 9 and 19, 2006 meetings were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the June 9 and 19, 2006 meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for June 18-24, 2006:


Dillon Area

· Clark Creek Road, Taylor Creek solid waste site, Old Canyon Road, Blacktail Road, Trapper Creek Road, Big Horn Road, Cherry Creek Road, Canyon Creek Road, and Browne’s Bridge Road were bladed.

· Nissen Lane, Overland Road, Oliver Road, Anderson Lane, Stone Creek Road, Carter Creek Road, and Sweetwater Road were bladed, watered, and magchlorided.

· Gravel was hauled to Stone Creek Road.

· Work was begun on the installation of a cattleguard on South Valley Road.

· Road signs in the Grasshopper area were installed.

· Maintenance was done on the shop.

· Area roads were checked

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Work was begun on the installation of a cattleguard on South Valley Road.

· Gravel was hauled to South Valley Road.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Upper North Fork Road, Twin Lakes Road, Warm Springs Road, and Skinner Meadows Road were bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

There was discussion about removal of willows from County roads.


Richard reported that Dave Elias has the profile on the Sweetwater Road and that he and Dave will review the cuts and fill onsite.  Room for a pedestrian path will be made on the south side of Sweetwater Road.  The owners of the property will need to be contacted about obtaining rights-of-way.  Dave will design the gravel portions of this road so that it in the future it can be paved.


Tomorrow Richard and Dave Elias will drive the Scenic Byway so the speed limit study can be completed.


On Wednesday Scenic Byway Project Manger Cliff Gifford and Richard will drive the Byway to find out what repairs are needed.  Richard will propose that a chip seal contract and storm water protection contract be written for the Byway. 


The fence at the Fairgrounds is almost complete.  The new sidewalk will be designed for angle parking.


Richard and Forest Service Sign Coordinator Kathy Smith did a site inspection of the signs on the Byway. There are no written agreements for the signs that are in the County’s right-of-way.  Traditionally the Forest Service District has taken care of the signs.  An agreement with the Forest Supervisor’s office is needed, and Richard will also talk to Forest Service Engineer Dick Judge about this matter.  The vendor signs on the Byway will be removed.


Richard has a call into Lee Alt from the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) about placing Scenic Byway directional signs on Highways 43 and 278.  The Forest Service has been unsuccessful with having MDT place these signs.   


Richard gave the Commissioners copies of an equipment needs lists and discussion ensued. Richard also gave the Commissioners a copy of a State statute regarding a local option fuel tax.  This statute was discussed.


Commissioner McGinley informed Richard that the pile of topsoil is blocking the view of the traffic on Smith Road, and the signs are still not installed.  Richard stated that the Smith Road project will be completed the last week of July or the first week in August.  The crews are doing magchloride projects which will take approximately a month.


Richard will hire a temporarily person through the Dillon Job Service to mow the shoulders of roads.  A tractor will be rented from Dillon Implement and hooked to the County’s mower.  A brochure for a tractor was reviewed.


Treasurer Kathy Allard briefly joined the meeting to submit a list of taxes that should be canceled.  Kathy left the meeting.  


The Off-System Bridge program was discussed.  Richard left the meeting and County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.


The Dixon-Smith lawsuit was discussed.  The County does not have a statutory obligation to be involved in this matter, so the Commissioners told Marv to get the County out of this lawsuit.


Marv informed the Commissioners that the County might be involved in a couple of medical assistance lawsuits. Marv will ask that the County be an interpleader and just request its tax money. Marv left the meeting. 


At this time the following reappointment was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that John Schyler be reappointed to the County Compensation Board with his term to expire June 30, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously.












At 11:30 a.m. Chairman Haugland recessed the Commissioners meeting and opened the public hearing on amending the Election Budget, the National Fire Plan Budget, and the Fair Budget.  There being no public comment, the hearing was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.


Chairman Haugland reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting at 1:30 p.m. with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance.


At this time the following motions were made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Resolution Amending Beaverhead County’s National Fire Plan Budget (29230000) be adopted.  The motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-12
RESOLUTION AMENDING BEAVERHEAD COUNTY'S

NATIONAL FIRE PLAN BUDGET (29230000)

     WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commissioners have previously set the Beaverhead County National Fire Plan Budget; and


WHEREAS, after the fixing and establishing of said budget, Beaverhead County has received an $24,915.65 from the Beaverhead Development Corporation (reimbursed from a Bureau of Land Management Grant); and


WHEREAS, a public meeting with respect to said budget amendment was held the 26th day of June 2006; and


WHEREAS, there was published a notice in the Dillon Tribune at least six (6) but not more than sixteen (16) days before the above said hearing specifying the date, time, place and subject of said hearing; and 


WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to amend the Beaverhead County National Fire Plan Budget to allow and permit the expenditure of approximately $24,915.65 for contracted services on the County Fire Plan and Fuel Reduction Project.


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Beaverhead County National Fire Plan Budget be amended to allow and permit the expenditure of the additional sum of $24,915.65 for contracted services on the County Fire Plan and Fuel Reduction Project.


DATED THIS 26TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006. 

                          

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSION





 BY:  














 Garth L. Haugland






 Chairman











 Michael J. McGinley






 Commissioner






 C. Thomas Rice






 Commissioner

ATTEST:

________________________________________

Rosalee B. Richardson

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder
MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Resolution Amending Beaverhead County’s Fair Budget  (2160000) be adopted.  The motion carried unanimously.









RESOLUTION NO. 2006-13
RESOLUTION AMENDING BEAVERHEAD COUNTY'S

FAIR BUDGET (2160000)

     
WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commissioners have previously set the Beaverhead County Fair Budget; and


WHEREAS, after the fixing and establishing of said budget, Beaverhead County has received a $38,500 loan from State Bank and Trust Company; and


WHEREAS, a public meeting with respect to said budget amendment was held the 26th day of June 2006; and


WHEREAS, there was published a notice in the Dillon Tribune at least six (6) but not more than sixteen (16) days before the above said hearing specifying the date, time, place and subject of said hearing; and 


WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to amend the Beaverhead County Fair Budget to allow and permit the expenditure of approximately $38,500 for stalls at the Beaverhead County Fairgrounds.


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Beaverhead County Fair Budget be amended to allow and permit the expenditure of the additional sum of $38,500 for stalls at the Beaverhead County Fairgrounds. 


DATED THIS 26TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006. 

                          

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSION





 BY:  














Garth L. Haugland






Chairman











Michael J. McGinley






Commissioner






C. Thomas Rice






Commissioner

ATTEST:

________________________________________

Rosalee B. Richardson

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder



MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Resolution Amending Beaverhead County’s Fair Budget  (2160000) be adopted.  The motion carried unanimously.










RESOLUTION NO. 2006-14
RESOLUTION AMENDING BEAVERHEAD COUNTY'S

FAIR BUDGET (2160000)

     WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commissioners have previously set the Beaverhead County Fair Budget; and


WHEREAS, after the fixing and establishing of said budget, Beaverhead County has received a $108,000 Intercap Loan; and


WHEREAS, a public meeting with respect to said budget amendment was held the 26th day of June 2006; and


WHEREAS, there was published a notice in the Dillon Tribune at least six (6) but not more than sixteen (16) days before the above said hearing specifying the date, time, place and subject of said hearing; and 


WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to amend the Beaverhead County Fair Budget to allow and permit the expenditure of approximately $108,000 for restrooms at the Beaverhead County Fairgrounds.


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Beaverhead County Fair Budget be amended to allow and permit the expenditure of the additional sum of $108,000 for restrooms at the Beaverhead County Fairgrounds. 


DATED THIS 26TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006. 

                          

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSION





 BY:  













Garth L. Haugland






Chairman











Michael J. McGinley






Commissioner






C. Thomas Rice






 Commissioner

ATTEST:

________________________________________

Rosalee B. Richardson

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder











MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Resolution Amending Beaverhead County’s Election Budget  (1000000) be adopted.  The motion carried unanimously.









RESOLUTION NO. 2006-15
RESOLUTION AMENDING BEAVERHEAD COUNTY'S

ELECTION BUDGET (1000000)

     WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commissioners have previously set the Beaverhead County Election Budget; and


WHEREAS, after the fixing and establishing of said budget, Beaverhead County has received a $16,255 of unanticipated revenue from the State of Montana; and


WHEREAS, a public meeting with respect to said budget amendment was held the 26th day of June 2006; and


WHEREAS, there was published a notice in the Dillon Tribune at least six (6) but not more than sixteen (16) days before the above said hearing specifying the date, time, place and subject of said hearing; and 


WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to amend the Beaverhead County Election Budget to allow and permit the expenditure of approximately $11,466 for the purchase of precinct counter machines.


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Beaverhead County Election Budget be amended to allow and permit the expenditure of the additional sum of $11,466 for the purchase of precinct counter machines. 


DATED THIS 26TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006. 

                          

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSION





 BY:  














Garth L. Haugland






Chairman











Michael J. McGinley






Commissioner






C. Thomas Rice






Commissioner

ATTEST:

________________________________________

Rosalee B. Richardson

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Resolution Amending Beaverhead County’s Election Budget  (1000000) be adopted.  The motion carried unanimously.


RESOLUTION NO. 2006-16
RESOLUTION AMENDING BEAVERHEAD COUNTY'S

ELECTION BUDGET (1000000)

     WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commissioners have previously set the Beaverhead County Election Budget; and


WHEREAS, after the fixing and establishing of said budget, Beaverhead County has received a $4,789 of unanticipated revenue from the State of Montana; and


WHEREAS, a public meeting with respect to said budget amendment was held the 26th day of June 2006; and


WHEREAS, there was published a notice in the Dillon Tribune at least six (6) but not more than sixteen (16) days before the above said hearing specifying the date, time, place and subject of said hearing; and 


WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to amend the Beaverhead County Election Budget to allow and permit the expenditure of approximately $4,789 for making election precincts handicapped accessible.


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Beaverhead County Election Budget be amended to allow and permit the expenditure of the additional sum of $4,789 for making election precincts handicapped accessible.


DATED THIS 26TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006. 

                          

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSION





 BY:  













Garth L. Haugland






Chairman











Michael J. McGinley






Commissioner






C. Thomas Rice






Commissioner

ATTEST:

________________________________________

Rosalee B. Richardson

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder

The Commissioners reviewed the Agreement for Cooperative Installation of Water and Sewer Utility Services between the County and the City of Dillon.  The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Agreement for Cooperative Installation of Water and Sewer Utility Services between the County and the City of Dillon be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Vinola Squires and Ray Graham joined the meeting to discuss with the Commissioners the status of the Poindexter Cemetery.  The Commissioners were given a copy of a deed showing that Samuel and Elizabeth Ashbaugh conveyed acreage (Poindexter Cemetery) to the Poindexter Cemetery Company. The Commissioners were given a copy of an inspection of the Cemetery done by the Chicora Foundation.  Priorities for this Cemetery are listed on the inspection, and the first priority is to immediately establish claim to acreage specified in the deed by fencing the property.  Vinola and Ray feel that this Cemetery belongs to the County and asked the Commissioners for $5,000 to survey the Cemetery and also asked for the Commissioners to appoint a Poindexter Cemetery Board.  The documentation for the burials in the Cemetery cannot be found. There was discussion about ownership and access to this Cemetery.  In the early 1900’s some bodies and headstones from the Poindexter Cemetery were moved to the Mountain View Cemetery. It is not known if there are more bodies, but there are still headstones.  An estimate for probing this Cemetery is $20,000.  It was discussed that the Commissioners would not be the ones to appoint trustees for this Cemetery that it would be up to the people involved.  Further research on the Poindexter Cemetery will be done. If any further information is found, Vinola and Ray will be contacted.  Vinola and Ray left the meeting. 


State Representative Debby Barrett, Beaverhead Outdoor Association representatives Gene Loder and Darrell Johnson, Beaverhead Development Corporation Representative J.S. Turner, Tash T Diamond representative Todd Tash, Southwest Montana Stockmans’ Association representative Patti Rowland, and Beaverhead Post Company representative Tom Pulaski joined the meeting.


The topic of discussion was the Partnership strategy alternative proposal between conservation groups and timber companies.  The Beaverhead County and Madison County Commissioners do not support this proposal.  The counties were never asked to participate in these negotiations and so did not have any input.  This proposal does not address either County’s concerns.  Patti Rowland stated that the Stockman’s’ Association does support the County on this matter.  Patti Rowland left the meeting.  All people present at this meeting commented that they did not support the Partnership’s proposal.  Further discussion ensued about the proposal, the Partnership’s media blitz, and the fact that at the Partnership’s request for the Forest Service to extend the comment period to June 30, 2006 was approved and that this extension should include all other entities.  The Commissioners asked everyone to write comment letters to Supervisor Bruce Ramsey by June 30 and to send a copy of the letters to the Commissioners.  Gene, Debby, Todd, Darrell, J.S. and Tom Pulaski left the meeting.


County Attorney Marv McCann and GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh joined the meeting.  Marv asked if the Commissioners had made a decision about the Bart Chandler’s claim against the County. In his claim Mr. Chandler does not request a specific dollar amount.   The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Bart Chandler’s claim against the County be denied.  The motion carried unanimously.












Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting.  Scott explained to the Commissioners that when Susan Foss bought the property adjacent to the Pioneer Lookout Subdivision she informed Scott that she would be accessing her property from Gambler’s Run.  Scott gave her an address of 350 Gamblers Run.  The Homeowners’ Association has denied Susan access from Gamblers Run so this address is not viable.  

Discussion ensued.  A letter will be sent to Susan rescinding her address and informing her that until she gets legal access to the property, a physical address cannot be given.  Scott left the meeting.


Richard informed the Commissioners that the BLM is fencing the rock pit on Big Sheep Creek Road and that the Commissioners might be hearing from residents about this matter.  Discussion ensued.  Marv left the meeting. Commissioner Rice will call the BLM about the fencing of the rock pit.  Richard left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the June 18-24, 2006 invoices for a total of $138,068.55. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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