July 2, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on July 2, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the June 25, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the June 25, 2007 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for June 24 - 30, 2007.


Dillon Area

· Fern Lane, Christine Lane, Bryce Lane, Darren Lane, Clayton Lane, Grant Lane, Wendy Lane, Antelope Drive, and East Bench Road were watered and bladed.

· Hendricks Mill Road and Schoolhouse Road were bladed.

· Gravel was hauled and spread on the Hendircks Mill Road and to Bannack Bench Road.

· Gravel was stockpiled at the Holland gravel pit.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Big Sheep Creek Road, Nicholia Creek Road, Meadow Creek Road, Meadow-Nicholia Cut Across Road, South Valley Road, and Elk Lake Road were bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Work was done on the Jackson drainage project.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
A site map of the relocation of Lovell Road was reviewed and discussed.  Richard will ask G and E Engineering to redo the map showing the road moved 25 feet to the east.  Richard will talk to Dennis Mioke from the East Bench District regarding this relocation.

  Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie will be notified that there is a lot of Knapweed along Clark’s Lookout Road. 

Richard met with Walt Willey, owner of Sunny Slope Ranch, and Forest Service Road Supervisor Bob Duhame regarding Foothills Road.  Six culverts and a cattleguard will be replaced on this road.  The road will also need to be raised.  Walt will remove his Sunny Slope sign from the County’s right-of-way.

An agreement regarding installation of fiber optics and copper wire on Lemhi Pass Road will be written between Southern Montana Telephone and the County.  Due to fire danger, Southern Montana Telephone will be told that it needs have a water truck on site during installation.

The County will start mowing the shoulders of the roads, but not on red flag days.

The County has received a complaint about someone driving an empty cattle truck in the Hildreth I subdivision.  Richard left the meeting.

Fire Warden Scott Marsh, District #2 Fire Administrator Rick Later, and DNRC District Fire Manger Dan Copple joined the meeting.

The National Weather Service has issued a red flag warning for southwestern Montana. Dan suggested that all County Fire Departments be paged when a red flag warning is in effect.  Rick Later and the Road Department will also be notified when there is a red flag warning for the County.

Scott informed the Commissioners that areas that are not in a fire district are under County cooperative protection.  The fire district map was reviewed. If a fire occurs on ground outside of a fire district, under the mutual aid agreement the County would call the State, but the County would still be in charge.  If there is a big fire, the County will call for mutual aid, will make a declaration, and will enact the two-mill levy.  After the two mills are spent the State will assume all costs for the fire. The County Fire Warden is the chief for all areas in the County that are not under any fire district protection.

As Fire Warden, Scott will meet with each fire district and explain about the areas that are not under any fire district protection. 

The County can form county fire service fee areas that are outside fire district protection and then a fee per building can be charged.  Fire service fee areas can cross district boundaries but not county boundaries. There was further discussion regarding this matter. 

When fire restrictions are enacted, construction companies will be required to have water trucks on site. Don, Scott, and Rick left the meeting.

Floodplain Administrator Larry Laknar joined the meeting.  Linda and Tom Davis bought the “A” frame in Wise River next to the Post Office.  They applied for a floodplain permit to have the house picked up and turned around on its foundation.  The house was actually moved within 15 feet of the creek.  The Davis’ claim that they told Larry that they were going to move the house, but Larry specifically asked if the house would actually be moved and he was told no.    Larry had to inspect the Davis’ septic system because it was flooded from water in an old irrigation ditch that was clogged.  It was during this inspection that Larry found out about the house. The options regarding this matter were discussed.   Larry’s decision was to issue the Davis’ a permit with the following conditions: 1.  That the irrigation ditch be cleaned or blocked at the River.  2. That there will be $100 per day fine with a minimum of 10 days.  The Commisisoners’ agreed with Larry’s decision.   Larry left the meeting. 

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break. 

At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Haugland convened the public hearing on the Dillon Airport Affected Area Regulations.  Present:  All Commissioners, Airport Board Chairman George Warner, Airport Board member Tim Clark, State Senator Bill Tash, KDBM Report Lee Squires, Eve Mao, Bob Des Jardins, Patti Rowland, J. Darrell Johnson, and Mike Mosolf.
  

Chairman Haugland asked George to explain the Regulations. George read the Authority and Purpose and Intent of the Regulations.  He then gave an overview of the Regulations and explained the slopes.  These Regulations comply with Part 77 of the FAA Regulations. 

Patti Rowland:
Asked about her pine trees.

George Warner:
Explained that the trees would be grandfathered at the height they are now and that there is a variance process.  

Discussion ensued about height restrictions.

Eve Malo:
Asked about the location of the Airport Road. She asked if the public had any choice about the Regulations. 

Patti Rowland:
Encouraged the Commissioners to adopt the State regulations, but not the Federal regulations.  Patti was concerned that her property values will decrease because this zoning will be on her property’s title commitment. There will be added restrictions on her property when she sells it.  Patti also wants to make sure that due process is adhered to; she was concerned about the enforcement officer entering her property without notice.

Patti was assured that she would be given notice before the enforcement officer entered her property.

Tim Clark: 
Pointed out that the reason the County is adopting the Federal regulations is so that the Airport can qualify for federal funding.

Bob Des Jardins:  Stated that the County should not take any Federal money because it is the government’s way of blackmailing the states and that the County should return the federal monies it has taken.

Chairman Haugland adjourned the hearing and reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting.  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Dillon Airport Affected Area Regulations Ordinance be adopted.












Chairman Haugland asked for discussion. Commissioners discussed the advantages and disadvantages of the Regulations.  


The question was called for.  


The motion carried unanimously.




The Commissioners second hearing on these Regulations will be Monday, July 16, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. 


Chairman Haugland adjourned the Commissioners meeting and convened the Compensation Board meeting.  Present:  All Commissioners, Superintendent of Schools Dottie Donovan, Tedd Stanisich, County Attorney Marv McCann, Treasurer Kathy Allard, Sheriff Jay Hansen, and Secretary Patti Odasz.

The minutes of the June 12, 2006 Compensation Board meeting were reviewed.
MOTION:
Dottie moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes be approved as submitted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously. 


Chairman Haugland informed the Board that the Cost of Living  (COLA) percentage from MACo is 3.2%.   Based on the Clerk and Recorder’s salary the 3.2% COLA calculates to be 51 cents.


Commissioner Rice stated that if there were enough revenue, the Commissioners would consider a raise.  For this next fiscal year PILT is less than last year, the gas tax is less, and the Bird Refuge monies are less.  The entitlement share is $9,500 more than last year.  The Commissioners are not sure what the valuation will be this fiscal year.


Commissioner McGinley stated that he feels that the COLA is not a raise and that the employee’s need to be taken care of.  Jay stated if the COLA were given to the fifteen employees in the Sheriff’s office, the workforce would probably have to be reduced.


Kathy asked what the Road Department employees would be getting this year.  The Road employees will get the same raise this year as the other County employees.


There was discussion that the cost of the County’s health insurance premium for families is less than last year.

MOTION:
Tedd moved and Kathy seconded that the County use MACo’s COLA as a guide for the elected officials’ salaries and that the Board recommend to the Commissioners a 3.2% COLA increase be given.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

MOTION:
Dottie moved and Tedd seconded that the meeting be adjourned. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.












Chairman Haugland adjourned the Compensation Board meeting and reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting.  Tedd, Dottie, and Marv left the meeting.


There was discussion regarding budget and Kathy left the meeting.  There was discussion about the Sheriff’s budget.  Jay left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the June 24-30, 2007 invoices for a total of $77,688.84. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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