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July 9, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on July 9, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the July 2, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the July 2, 2007 meeting be approved with changes.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for July 1-7, 2007:


Dillon Area

· Argenta Road was bladed.

· Gravel was hauled and spread on Bloody Dick Road.

· Blacktail Road, Carrigan Lane, Laknar Lane, Webster lane, Schuler Lane, and Sweetwater Road were hand patched.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Oregon Shortline Road was bladed.

· Gravel was hauled to Oregon Shortline Road and Bloody Dick Road.

· South Valley Road was bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Upper and Lower North Fork Roads were bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
There have been several complaints about the condition of Anderson Lane.  The County will grade this road as soon as possible.  The crews are magchloriding the roads this week.


The County will remove and then replace approximately one mile of gravel from the Lemhi Pass Road so that Southern Montana Telephone can install fiber optics and copper wire.  Richard is not sure that the Telephone Company has been notified that during this project a water truck has to be on site.


Last week Richard stopped talc hauling trucks from hauling Sweetwater Road do to the degradation of the road.  The mine supervisor will be looking at the damage the trucks have caused.  Barrett Minerals will purchase the rock and the County will fix the corners and the road.  Beaverhead County will still continue to take care of the 800 feet of the road to the mine that is in Madison County.


G and E Engineering will redo the site map for the Lovell Road showing the road moved 25 feet to the east.  When the map is complete it will be given to the Bureau of Reclamation’s Rights-of-Way Agent.


Forest Service Representatives, Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Representatives, snowmobile club representatives, and Richard Miller will meet on July 12 to discuss snowmobile issues on the Scenic Byway.  


The Commissioners have received a request from the Nez Perce Trail Foundation asking permission at to do minimum roadwork no cost to the County on the Park-to-Park County Road west of the Big Hole Battlefield.  The Commissioners granted permission and a letter will be written to the Nez Perce Trail Foundation informing them of this decision.

Montana Department of Transportation has issued the County a storm water drainage permit for Minor Lake Road.  Richard left the meeting.

County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  There was discussion about the mistakes made by both the Union and the County on the road crews’ pension payments   and whether or not the County should proceed with this matter. Marv was instructed to write a letter to the Union stating that the County is dropping this matter. 


The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting: County DES Coordinator Larry Laknar, Fish, Wildlife, and Parks representative Dick Oswald, Extension Agent J.P. Tanner, Beaverhead Fire District #2 Representative Rick Later, Dillon Forest Service District Ranger Tom Olsen, State Representative Debby Barrett, Madison County DES Coordinator Christopher Mumme, State Senator Bill Tash, DNRC Representatives Don Copple, Eric Riever, and Susan Smith, Sheriff Jay Hansen, Forest Service Representative Tammy Clark, Dillon Tribune Reporter Barbara Bauerle, and Montana Standard Reporter Nick Gevock.


Introductions were given and Chairman Haugland turned the meeting over to Larry. Copies of the agenda and attachments were distributed. Everyone gave his or her verbal report. Via the Internet and conference call, National Weather Service Representative Dave Bernhardt gave a power point presentation on drought conditions in Beaverhead and Madison Counties.  Chairman Haugland reported that Dillon Office Field Manager Tim Bozorth was unable to attend the meeting but that the BLM is proposing to go to Stage 1 restriction July 13, 2007.  Information on Stage 1 and Stage 2 restrictions were distributed.    The next County Drought Task Force meeting will be July 9, 2007, at 11:00 a.m.  The Drought Task Force left the meeting.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

 
Butte BLM Field Manager Rick Hotaling and KDBM Reporter Lee Squires joined the meeting.  Rick distributed copies of a power point presentation on the Butte Draft Resource Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement.  Rick briefed the Commissioners on the Plan.  Rick left the meeting.


Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Previous to this meeting the Commissioners were given a written request from Therrill and Nancy Mayes asking for a one-year extension of the preliminary plat approval of the Taft-Mayes Minor Subdivision.  In this written request the Mayes also asked that any and all references to Taft be removed from the preliminary plat and all corresponding documentation.


After discussion the Commissioners made the decision to deny the Mayes’ request that any reference of Taft on the preliminary plat and corresponding documentation be removed from the record and that this issue would be addressed during final plat approval process.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Mayes’ request for a one-year extension of the preliminary plat of the Taft-Mayes Minor Subdivision be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 1-7, 2007 invoices for a total of $34,096.73. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
        Chairman of the Board
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