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July 10, 2006




~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

July 10, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on July 10, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Jeff Everett from the Fish and Wildlife Service joined the meeting to update the Commissioners on the Governor Creek Bridge project.  Jeff distributed copies of the engineer’s preliminary budget.  The design for this project was received only two days before the grant deadline and it was considerably more money.  Jeff will take this proposal to the Big Hole Water Shed Committee, ask for a portion of the match, and then submit the grant in the December funding cycle.  The County will contribute in-kind services on this project.  The Fish and Wildlife Service will contribute $2,000 toward the cost of the engineering services.   Jeff left the meeting.

The Road Department Report for July 2 – 8, 2006 was submitted:


Dillon Area

· Birch Creek Road, Burma Road, Ten Mile Road, Landfill Road, Blacktail Road, Medicine Lodge Road, Laknar Lane, Fern Lane, Christine Lane, Wendy Lane, Darin Lane, Amber Lane, Sullivan Lane, Cattle Drive, and Freemen Lane were bladed.

· Ten Mile Road, Argenta Road, Bannack State Park Road, and Landfill Road were watered, and magchlorided.

· The Crew helped with Installation of the stage at the Fairgrounds.

· Shop maintenance was done.

· Area roads were checked.

· Road signs were installed in the Grasshopper area.

· Thirty-five mph signs were removed from Grasshopper Road.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Big Sheep Creek Road was bladed.

· Area roads were checked

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Rock Creek Road, River Road, Upper and Lower North Fork Roads, and Steel Creek Road were bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
The minutes of the June 26, 2006 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the June 26, 2006 meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting.  Kurt will set office hours today.  Marv is going to give Kurt a third of the cases load including the Dixon lawsuit and Mauer Mountain Road matter.  Marv will be sending a memo to all departments stating that work requests for Kurt need to go through Marv.


There was discussion about the resignation of Sheriff Bill Briggs and appointing someone until the November election is certified.  


The Commissioners will meet with Marv on the budget this week.  Marv and Kurt left the meeting.


The following Drought Task Force members joined the meeting:  Beaverhead County DES Coordinator Larry Laknar, , Forest Service Representatives Tammy Clark and George Johnson, Fire District #2 Representative Rick Later, County Fire Warden Scott Marsh, East Bench Representative Dennis Miotke, Madison County Representative Frank Ford, DNRC Representative Don Copple, Dillon Tribune Reporter Barbara Bauerle and citizen Jean Stewart. Introductions were given and Chairman Haugland turned the meeting over to Larry. Copies of the agenda and attachments were distributed.    Everyone gave his or her verbal report. Larry gave his power point presentation on the drought conditions in Beaverhead County. The State Drought Task Force will meet on June 15, 2006, in Helena. The next County Drought Task Force meeting will be August 14, 2006.  The Drought Task Force left the meeting.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance.

BLM Representative Tim Bozorth and Vigilante Electric Representative Tim Myllymaki joined the meeting. Tim Bozorth informed the Commissioners that the final Wilderness Environmental Impact Statement for Dillon was signed by the Montana BLM Director in 1987 and sent to the Secretary of the Interior.  In 1991 the Secretary of the Interior signed the document and sent it to the President.  In 1993 the President signed the document and sent it to Congress. So far, Congress has not taken any action. The Hidden Pasture Wilderness Study Area was discussed. By not addressing the wilderness issue for over thirteen years makes it difficult for the residents of Southwest Montana to conduct their business in this area. Recent issues concerning this area include not being able to widen a road to allow for transportation safety issues; having to resolve agricultural trespass through installation of an auto reverse kit on a center pivot instead of through an agricultural lease; not being able to install range improvements for better livestock management; concern by the local electrical cooperative over future adjustments to the power line that services this area and bisects the WSA; and the closure of a long-term source of rip-rap that was highly utilized by the residents, the utilities, the Beaverhead County Road Department, and the Union Pacific Railroad.  Tim Bozorth urged the Commissioners to contact Montana’s Congressional Delegation about taking action on the Wilderness Environmental Impact Statement.  The Commissioners will write a letter to the Montana Congressional Delegation requesting that they work towards resolving the wilderness issue in Southwest Montana.  The Commissioners will also get signatures that will be sent with the letter from the citizens that are affected by the Hidden Pasture Wilderness Study Area. Tim Bozorth stated that he would also write a letter to the Delegation. A copy of each letter will be sent to Vigilante Electric.  Tim Bozorth and Tim Myllymaki left the meeting.


The Commissioners opened the gas and diesel bids:


Districts and

    Mark-up

Mark-up
Mark-up

Vendors                                 Diesel 1  

 Diesel 2 
     Unleaded 

   Gasoline
           Dillon Shop:


Rocky Mountain Supply

$0.03


  $0.03


xxx

 



Brown & Thompson

$0.04

  
  $0.04


xxx


Sheriff



Rocky Mountain Supply

xxx


  xxx



$0.05



Brown & Thompson
xxx


  xxx



$0.07


Landfill



Rocky Mountain Supply
$0.06


$0.06



$0.06



Brown & Thompson

$0.07


$0.07



$0.07


Grant



Rocky Mountain Supply

$0.08


$0.08



$0.08



Brown & Thompson

$0.10


$0.10



$0.10

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved that the gas and diesel bids be awarded to Rocky Mountain Supply.  Commissioner McGinley seconded and the motion carried unanimously.













Chairman Haugland informed the Commissioners that Sheriff Briggs has amended his resignation date to July 31, 2006, and that Harold Forsman will accept the appointment as Sheriff.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Harold Forsman be appointed as Sheriff for a four-month period and that he be sworn in on July 31, 2006.  The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 2 – 8, 2006 invoices for a total of $34,597.27.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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