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July 11, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, July 11, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the June 30 and July 5, 2011 meetings were read and the following motion was made:  

	MOTION:   Commissioner Rice	moved and Commissioner McGinley 	 
seconded that the minutes of the June 30 and July 5, 2011 meetings be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for July 3 – 9, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA
· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Laknar, Clayton, Bryce, Grant, Sullivan, Overland, Anderson, Carrigan, Flynn, Smith, Sweetwater, Nissen and Carter Creek.
· Dust abatement applied on the following roads:  Laknar, Sullivan, Overland, Anderson, Carrigan, Flynn, Smith and Sweetwater.
· Screened gravel at the Frying Pan gravel pit.
· Hauled gravel to Nissen Land and Carter Creek Road.
· Removed weight limit signs.
· Moved equipment
· Road checked local area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA
· Bladed on Little Sheep Creek Road.
· Build a detour on Old Armstead Road.
· Flood control on O’Dell Creek.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.
· Equipment service and repair.


WISDOM AREA 
· Bladed on the following roads:  Lower North Fork, Warm Springs and Miner Lake.
· Flood damage and repair on Miner Lake Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Scott reported on the following:

	The crews are magchloriding roads.
	The magchloriding of Laknar Lane has been completed.
	Nissan Lane and the road in the Centennial Valley will be magchlorided next.
	Bannack Road will be magchlorided this week.
	Armstead Road was flooded so a detour was established.
	The air system has been installed in the Dillon shop, which is working well.
	All weight limit signs have been removed from bridges and roads.
	Gravel is being stock piled in the Blacktail for the fall.
	A pipe was installed on Rebich Lane.
The Road Department has borrowed the Landfill’s D8 CAT and is using it in Red Canyon.

John Riordon from the IUOE joined the meeting.

Scott submitted a $1,900 bid to fix the soffits of the Wisdom Shop from Sawyer Brown’s Custom Buildings and Specialty Wood Projects.  The Commissioners approved the bid. 

Scott informed the Commissioners that Mechanic Mike Marsh uses his personal cell phone a lot for County work.  Scott was told to have Mike Marsh submit the proper paper work to the Financial Administrator. Mike will be given $40 per month for using his personal cell phone for County business.

There was discussion about Mike Shafer’s and Bill Walker’s employee classification.  Their classification need to be clarified.  The Commissioners will check on this matter.

O’Dell Creek was badly flooding above Lake View, so the crew temporarily fixed the problem until the water decreases. Matt Jaeger from the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks is going to look into a permanent solution for this problem.  Because this was an emergency the County did not have to apply for a permit.

Jim reported that representatives from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are supposed to be here on July 26th to inspect the Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway for the design repairs of the heaves and the sloughs.  Jim will be in Helena at a TSEP workshop on July 26th so he has emailed the FHWA to see if the date can be changed. 

The TSEP Engineering Agreement with Great West Engineering has been finalized. Jim is reviewing drawings on pre-fab bridges. There are three different companies that offer pre-fab bridges.

The Commissioners gave Jim approval to attend a floodplain seminar in Helena.  After Larry Laknar retires in December, Jim will assume the Floodplain Administrator’s duties.

To justify spending of RAC money for the Birch Creek Bridge and Road projects the Forest Service wants the final report.  Jim will put a report together.

John Riordan informed the Commissioners that the Road Crews want to have 15-cents per hour put towards each road employees’ pension. A MOU will be written to deal will this matter.  Once the Commissioners agree, the start date will be September 1, 2011.
John also discussed the health Insurance benefits with a few members of the Road Department.  The crew is very happy and feels fortunate for the health coverage they are receiving. 

The Commissioners reviewed the proposed Union Agreement.  After some discussion it was decided to change the agreement to include language stating that the Mechanic Leadman will be given $40 a month for cell phone usage. This change was made and the Agreement was signed.   

The Commissioners discussed the process of dispersing the law books in the Law Library.  The books will first be offered to the Beaverhead County Museum. The inventory list will then be updated and sent to the State Historical Society.

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting to ask the Commissioners if they will be attending the Southwest Montana Regional Planning Workshop on Friday, July 22, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. in Anaconda because Rick needs to RSVP.  Rick and some of the Planning Board members will be attending.   Chairman Haugland said that he would attend the workshop.

Other Topics of Discussion/Old Business:

Fire Warden Scott Marsh and the DNRC Representatives Tim Egan, Don Copple, David Hamilton, and Nate Decker joined the meeting.

Dave Hamilton is the Rural Fire Specialist and the Administrator of the County Cooperative Program. The Commissioners were given the new Fire Control Agreement and Equipment Control Agreement between the County and DNRC for review. If the Agreement is signed, the Commissioners are stating that all the Fire Districts in the County have coverage for workers compensation. The workers compensation coverage does not have to be through the State of Montana. Lengthy discussion ensued.

The DNRC has given an engine to the Dillon, Grant, Lima, Wisdom, and Wise River Fire Districts.  The Grasshopper District was given a highbred package of a pump and tank.  Wisdom has two DNRC trucks; one is out of another County.

David explained that “fully committed” in the Agreement means that the County has no other resources to put towards a fire.  David and Don feel that this means the County is at its maximum for a fire.  The DNRC asked that once the DNRC responds to a fire that the County stay and engage.

The DNRC is willing to do fire training for the Road Crew.  Scott will talk to Scott Jones about the crews attending the DNRC training.

The previous agreements between the County and the DNRC have worked well. The Annual Operating Plan is still in effect.

The Commissioners signed both agreements.  After the DNRC Managers sign, the County will be sent a copy of each agreement.

There was discussion about radio frequencies.  A letter will be sent from the Dillon Fire Department allowing the DNRC to use its frequency.

Scott Marsh stated that it is a big help to know that the County has access to DNRC’s helicopter.  David asked that the Commissioners support DNRC’s helicopter when the next Legislature meets.

There was discussion about the changeover to wide-band.  The County will change-over September or October of 2012.  The Federal Government has made it mandatory that the change be made by December 31, 2012

Lunch Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Mayor Marty Malesich: Discussion Regarding Ray Lynch Park:

Mayor Marty Malesich, Dillon Operations Manager J.S. Turner, Dillon City Attorney Duke Gilbert, County Attorney Jed Fitch, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.  Jed has written a deed that would deed Ray Lynch Park to the City of Dillon. Duke has reviewed and approved the deed.

MOTION:	Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the County deed Ray Lynch Park to the City of Dillon.

Chairman Haugland asked for discussion.  There being no discussion, Chairman Haugland called for the vote.

			A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The Commissioners signed the deed, the Clerk and Recorder Debra Scott attested their signatures, and the deed was notarized.

Jack Giles joined the meeting.

It was discussed that the water rights to this property is tied to the total acreage of the old Poor Farm.  The Commissioners will sign an agreement that will allow the City to use the water from the County Ditch until the City digs a well or until the Park’s water system is hooked to the City’s water system.  Commissioner Rice informed the City that a new headgate was just recently installed in the ditch, which was paid jointly by the County and the property owners using the ditch.

Marty informed the Commissioners that in 2007 the City and the County discussed that the County might pay the City a gratuity to maintain the park.

Chairman Haugland stated that the County has been paying the City to maintain the Park.  If the County does not own the Park, he feels that the County should no longer pay for maintenance of the Park.  The Commissioners agreed that the County would not pay for the maintenance of the park

J.S. informed the Commissioners that next summer or the summer of 2013 there will be millings available from the Montana Department of Transportation (MDOT) from its I-15 project.  The City would like to build bathrooms and a concession stand, improve the parking lot and the road, and also do some fencing at the Park.  J.S. asked if the County would give some of its millings to the City for the purpose of upgrading the parking lot and the road to the Park and if the County would help with the upgrades. The City does not have the proper equipment for the upgrades.  The Commissioners stated that the County would not be opposed to help upgrade the parking lot and the road if the timing works with the Road Department’s work schedule.  The County would need to rent a roller for this project.

Appointment of Museum Board Trustee and Planning Board Member:

Beverly Butler joined the meeting.  Chairman Haugland stated that the County has received a letter of interest for an appointment to the Planning Board and to the Museum Board from Beverly Butler.  The appointment would replace a Board member that has resigned.

MOTION:	Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Beverly Butler be appointed to the Planning Board, with her term to expire December 31, 2011.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The County has received a letter of interest from Aggie Helle for an appointment to the Museum Board.  The appointment is to replace a member of the Board who is deceased.

MOTION:	Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Aggie Helle be appointed to the Museum Board, with her term to expire December 31, 2013.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 3 – 9, 2011 invoices for a total of $169,667.28, beginning with check #180337 and ending with check #180404. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

Bob DesJardins of 2000 Carter Creek Road joined the meeting.  Bob explained problems he has been having with his neighbors, a gate, and the easement he has to access his property.  Bob would like the Commissioners to support him and the County Attorney to write a letter to his neighbors. Bob showed the Commissioners a plat of the property he was talking about.  The Commissioners explained that the easement in question is a private easement and that the Bob would need to talk to a private attorney.


Adjourn

At 5:00 p.m. Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting.	
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