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July 12, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, July 12, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the July 6, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the July 6, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn, and Bruce Botsford joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for July 4 – 10, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on Mansfield Lane and Bloody Dick Road.

· Bladed and watered on the following roads and lanes:  North, Driveway, Ten Mile Road and Overland.

· Applied dust abatement on Ten Mile Road and Overland Road.

· Hauled gravel to and repaired bridge ends at Bannack State Park.

· Hauled millings to the Fairgrounds.  Prepped the midway for blacktop.

· Repaired a culvert on the Sweetwater Road.

· Stockpiled gravel at Frying Pan gravel pit (GP107) and Apex gravel pit (GP113).

· Road checked the Glen, Horse Prairie and Dillon area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed and watered the following roads:  Old Armstead, Kidd, Ashbough and Sage Creek.

· Cleaned the Lima shop.

· Road checked the South Valley, Dell and Lima area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Rock Creek, Warm Springs, Skinner Meadows, Twin Lakes and Little Lake Creek.

· Road checked all Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.  
The midway project at the Fairgrounds will be started today.  A tractor is being leased so mowing can be started.

Birch Creek Bridge Project:  The Decker Lane Bridge will be re-decked then used as a bypass bridge at Birch Creek.  When this project is complete the bridge will be placed on Decker Lane.  The bypass bridge will be placed above the bridge that is being constructed.  Jim informed the Commissioners that this week or next week SK Geotechnical is going to drill by the bridge so that a recommendation can be made as to what type of foundation will be needed, which will determine the design of the bridge.

The graveling of Fern Lane should be started sometime next week.  Mike is going to hire Bill Walker as a temporary truck driver to help with this project.  Bruce Botsford was in attendance to discuss the graveling of Schultz Lane.  Today Mike will calculate how much gravel will be needed to gravel Schultz Lane and call Bruce with the amount. The approximate cost of the gravel is $9.50 to $10.00 per cubic yard. The County will blade the road and spread the gravel.  The road will not be built up or drainage work done.    Bruce will contact the residents along this road to see if they will pay for the gravel, if not, the road will not be graveled.    If the residents will pay the cost of the gravel, the work will be done at the same time that Fern Lane is being graveled.

Jim reported that the County is done with its work on Railroad Avenue and the bridge and that they are both open to traffic. The Reeder Street crossing is still closed because the Union Pacific Railroad (UP) will not open it until it has installed a new signal, which will not happened until UP redoes the whole crossing. 

Jim informed the Commissioners that during the TSEP Staff’s review of the Bannack Bench Road as a TSEP project it was noted that this Road only serves two residents.

Jim will tell TSEP that it serves the agricultural community, Bannack State Park and is the connector road between Highway 278 and 324.

Commissioner Haugland mentioned that the Montana Department of Transportation has traffic counters above and below Lakeview and on Red Rock Road. 

Sheriff’s Office Update:

Sheriff Jay Hansen jointed the meeting. Jay is budgeting for nine prisoners per day per year in his detention budget.  Jay will check to see if the cost of meals from the Renaissance Center will increase for this next fiscal year.  Jay is not sure that Barrett Hospital or the Community Health Clinic are sending the bills to CRS, but he will find out.  Jay has budgeted for an additional deputy in case the County receives a COPS grant. 

The 911 Budget is in good condition.   Jay is going to increase it $25,000 so that a 911 recorder can be purchased.  A grant will pay $10,000 towards the recorder.  

There was further discussion regarding the patrol and detention budgets.

Drought/Flood Task Force:

The following people joined the meeting:
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Chairman McGinley turned the meeting over to Larry Laknar.

1. Bureau of Rec/East Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Water Users – Dennis Miotke

Commissioner Rice read the following report::
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2. NCRS: No Report.

3. Wildfire:

Forest Service:  No Report.

BLM:  No Report.

State Lands - Tim Egan

Things are looking good.  There is no fire danger and the grass is green.

Dillon Volunteer Fire Department – Rick Later

The Grasshopper Valley has a moisture monitor and the valley has received 6.3 inches of moisture, but there is no moisture forecasted.

County Fire Warden  - Scott Marsh  

Madison County is cutting off burning permits July 15, but Beaverhead County won’t be doing this yet.  Scott asked if the moisture would slow the beetle kill? Tim responded that it could slow down the kill because there might not be as many hatches.

4. Grazing:

Forest Service:  No Report

BLM:  No Report

State Lands:  No Report

Private:  No Report

5. National Weather Service – Gina Loss:


Gina gave a power point presentation (see attached) on the following:

· Departure from Average Temperature – June2010 – near to below normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – June 2010, above to well above normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – Water Year 2010 – above to well above normal.

· Percent of Normal precipitation – Crop Year 2010 – mostly near normal. 

· Departure from Average Temperature – July 2010 - well below normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – June 2010 – well above to well below normal.

· Dillon Accumulated Precipitation by Water Year.

· Average precipitation.

· Clark Canyon Reservoir.

· Clark Canyon Reservoir Trends.

· USGS Gauge Readings – Friday, July 9, 2010.

· Montana Drought Status map – July 2010.

· Observed Fire Danger – July 8, 2010

· (Experimental) Shrub Moisture.

· Energy Release Component – Big Hole & Southwest Montana.

· 1000-hour Fuels – Big Hole & Southwest Montana.

· 100-hour Fuels – Big Hole & Southwest Montana.

· 8 to 14 Day Outlook.

· 19 to 25 Day Outlook.

· July Outlook

· August – October Outlook

· El Nino/La Nina

      6. 
Farm Service Agency: No report.

7. City of Dillon:  No Report.

8.
Extension Service: No Report.

9. Fish, Wildlife, and Parks:  No report.

10. Drought Report – Larry Laknar:

Larry gave his PowerPoint presentation on the following:  

· Clark Canyon Dam

· Graphs on Clark Canyon Dam.

· Graphs on Lima Reservoir.

· Information on various Reservoirs.

· Report on National Fire Activity.

11. Other Business:

12. Montana Drought Advisory Committee: The Committee will meet Thursday, July 22, 2010.

13. Next meeting:  The Drought Task Force will meet on Monday, August 9, 2010.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 11:40 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

County Attorney Jed Fitch:  Discussion on the City of Dillon’s Proposed One-Mile Zoning Ordinance:

The following people joined the meeting:
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Rick Hartz stated that he asked the Commissioners to put this topic on their agenda for discussion.  Rick referred to the City’s Resolution of Intent for adoption of an urgency zoning ordinance noting that the heading of it has that zoning was for one mile outside of the City limits, but in body of the resolution it states that it is just within the City of Dillon.  The Planning Board opposes this resolution and believes that the City should not extend the zoning outside the City limits.  The County just signed and adopted a Growth Area plan and also has Subdivision Regulations in place.  Rick believes that these items prohibit the City Council from zoning outside of the City’s boundaries.

Jed stated at he was out of town last week and has not had time to research this matter, but that he will do so. There is a provision in certain situations that the City cannot zone outside its jurisdiction, i.e. if the County has subdivisions regulations.  Jed also referred to the Resolution and that it was not clear of the City’s intent.

Duke stated that the intent of the Resolution is up to the Council after the hearing and that the statute allows the City to zone three miles out of the City limits. 

Jed referred to 76-2-310 MCA:

76-2-310. Extension of municipal zoning and subdivision regulations beyond municipal boundaries. (1) Except as provided in 76-2-312 and except in locations where a county has adopted zoning or subdivision regulations, a city or town council or other legislative body that has adopted a growth policy pursuant to chapter 1 for the area to be affected by the regulations may extend the application of its zoning or subdivision regulations beyond its limits in any direction subject to the following limits: 
     (a) up to 3 miles beyond the limits of a city of the first class as defined in 7-1-4111; 
     (b) up to 2 miles beyond the limits of a city of the second class; and 
     (c) up to 1 mile beyond the limits of a city or town of the third class. 
     (2) When two or more noncontiguous cities have boundaries so near to one another as to create an area of potential conflict in the event that all cities concerned should exercise the full powers conferred by 76-2-302, 76-2-311, and this section, then the extension of zoning or subdivision regulations, or both, by these cities must terminate at a boundary line agreed upon by the cities.

Discussion ensued.  Jed and Commissioner Rice will attend the City’s hearing on Thursday, July 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the City Hall. Chairman McGinley asked for comments from the public.  There were no comments.

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

William Tucker, a neighbor to the Meriwether Ranch Subdivision, has contacted the County about the owners of the Ranch irrigating out of the pond instead of the ditch, which Mr. Tucker claims this is illegal.  The County has no jurisdiction regarding this matter and Mr. Tucker needs to file a complaint with the Clerk of District Court.

The Commissioners reviewed a letter from the Stillwater County Commissioners opposing H.R.813 - Public Safety Employer-Employee Cooperation Act.

Commissioner Rice informed the other Commissioners that Kerry White, representatives from Citizens for Balanced Use, etc are going to meet to discuss litigation against the Forest Service.  Kerry White has asked the Commissioners to attend this meeting when a date is set.

Commissioner Rice reported that last week he told Treasurer Kathy Allard to hold the Victim Advocate check that was written to the Community Support Center Commissioner Rice will talk to the County Attorney about this matter.

Preliminary Budgets:

Superintendent of Schools elect Linda Marsh joined the meeting to review the Superintendent’s budget.  

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting to review the County Attorney’s budget.

County Health Director Sue Hansen joined the meeting to review the County Health Department Budget.  

County Fire Warden Scott Marsh and Don Copple from the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation joined the meeting to ask about the status of the old terminal building at the Dillon Airport.    DNRC might like to relocate the Interagency Dispatch Center to the old Terminal Building.    This building is included in the FBO’s lease with the County and Don was told to contact the FBO.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 6 - 11, 2010 invoices for a total of 

$82,179.86. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

There were no public comments.


 



News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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PROGRESS REPORT

CLARK CANYON RESERVOIR:
ELEVATION STORAGE
YEAR: June 30, 2010 5548.87 188,845 alf
YEAR: June 30, 2009 5546.49 176,380 aff
Difference + 12,465 alf

Present Elevation: 5548.77 feet Storage: 188,315 alf 116% Avg.; 108% full
Inflows (Last five (5) days Average: 477 cfsiday
Present releases: 610 cfs

INFLOWS FOR: June 2010 40,957 aff 688 cfs/day 111% Avg.
INFLOWS FOR: June 2009 45034 aff 757 cfs/day ~ 122% Avg.

RELEASES FOR: June 2010 23,142 aff  Storage Gain: 17,815 aff
RELEASES FOR: June 2009 19,850 a/f  Storage Gain: 25,184 aff

Lima:
July 12, 2010 Elevation: 6581.03 feet Storage: 73,735 aff 126 % Avg, 86% Full
July 12, 2009 Elevation: 6578.36 feet Storage: 60,056 aff 103 % Avg, 70% Full

Present Releases: 342 cfs Inflows: 88 cfs (5 day average)
Snow Pack above Lima Dam: 0% of average
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