4
July 13, 2009


 Book “V” -




July 13, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, July 13, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Commissioner Mike McGinley was attending a MACo Health Care Trust meeting in Helena.

Minutes:

The minutes of the July 6, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice   seconded that the minutes of the July 6, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Report on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Surveyor Erland Gendreau, Developer Paul Rebich, and County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting.  On June 22, 2009 Erland was hired to map Eliason Lane from Carrigan Lane to Old Stage Road, including; right-of-way, traveled way, visible utilities, fences and visible encroachments, fielding, drafting and materials.  Erland presented the completed maps and reviewed them with the Commissioners, Mike, and Jim.  Discussion ensued.  The Commissioners will send a letter to the La Cense Ranch about cleaning the Electric Ditch.  Jim will review the site plans in more depth with Mike Shafer.  

Jerry Waller joined the meeting to let the Commissioners know that there are no fines left on Stonehouse Road and soon there will be 12 residences living along the road.  Mike informed Jerry that he is working with the BLM and the permits for the Badger Pass Gravel Pit are being finalized.  Stonehouse Road will be dozed this fall and the County will continue gravelling the road this winter barring any unforeseen weather conditions. 

Mike reported on the following:

· Stonehouse Road and the first part of Anderson Lane will be graveled this winter.

· The Lower North Fork Bridge will be completed by Thursday afternoon.

· Work on the Little Lake Bridge will be started on July 27.

· The Medicine Lodge Road, Centennial Valley Road, and Bloody Dick Road will be bladed from today until July 27.

Mike has talked to a Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) representative regarding the Hell Roaring Bridge in the Alaska Basin located in the Centennial Valley.  This project is being financed by the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks and the Nature Conservancy and will be completed by the fall of 2010.  The design plans will be sent to the County for Jim to review.  Once the bridge is completed and meets all County specifications the FW& P will sign this bridge over to the County.

Earlier this morning, Mike, Charlie Brisco from Morrison and Maierle and Chairman Rice discussed the detour for the Governor Bridge project.  The contractor will provide the detour for the project and will be liable for the detour.   The fill from the detour can be used for the bridge and then the County can haul six inches of gravel.  The pre-bid meeting for this project is July 22 at the Wisdom Shop.  The bid opening will be on July 27.

Mike informed the Commissioners that Bill Walker has been hired as a temporary Operator 1 for a wage of $16.27 per hour for one year.  If Bill comes back in August Mike would like to pay him $17.22 per hour.  Lonny Rand was hired as a seasonal permanent at $14.62 per hour and after one year Mike would like to have Lonny’s wage raised to $16.82 per hour and hired as a permanent full-time employee. Cody Bernard was hired as a temporary part-time employee at a rate of $16.82 per hour. The Commissioners approved these wage requests.
On Tuesday, April 16, 2009, Chairman Rice, Engineer Charlie Brisco from Morrison and Maierle Engineering, US Fish and Wildlife Service Representative Jeff Everett and Wally Zobell did an onsite inspection of the Governor Creek Bridge and then did a preliminary inspection of the Rock Creek Bridge to reevaluate load limits, etc.

Last week Tom Waldorf called regarding whether or not Fern Lane will be bladed and magchlorided or graveled this year.  If the homeowners want to have Fern Lane magchlorided Mike needs to know by today.  Chairman Rice will call someone that lives on Fern Lane regarding this matter.

Jim  Carpita will be working on the details for the Dillon County shop floor.

Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin briefly joined the meeting to submit the July 5 – 11, 2009 Road Report:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  South Valley, Blacktail, Brenner and Medicine Lodge.

· Hauled rock to the Little Lake Creek Bridge for riprap.

· Hauled rock to the Lower North Fork Road.

· Hauled gravel on Brenner Lane.

· Cleaned a cattleguard on Medicine Lodge Road

· Hauled the Loader to Belgrade for repairs.

· Manufactured the new water truck.

· Road checked Dillon and Horse Prairie area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the South Valley Road.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Miner Lake, Skinner Meadows and Gibbonsville.

· Hauled materials to Lower North Fork Bridge #070-W.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Planner Rick Hartz - Action on the Final Plat of the Dutchman Springs Mountain Estates Phase 1: 

Planner Rick Hartz, Attorney J.B. Anderson, Developer Dean Ovitt, and County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting.  Rick reviewed the Final Plat Report of the abovementioned subdivision.

 The owners of record for the abovementioned Subdivision are requesting Final Plat approval of Phase I, which consists of 31 lots. The Beaverhead Commission approved the Preliminary Plat on September 4, 2007 with 20 conditions that needed to be met prior to Final Plat approval.

The owners wish to enter into a Subdivision Improvements Agreement with the Beaverhead County Commission and bond for the completion of five items that were conditions of Final Plat approval. 
The owners also agree that only one residence will be allowed to be constructed prior to the installation of the on site water supply. It is also recommended that the Commission enter into a separate agreement with Rowe Construction in that the cost estimates for the items on his construction list will be valid to the completion date on the Subdivision Improvements Agreement.  

Copies of Kelly Rowe’s estimates for the four items were distributed and reviewed.  

Project #1:
Place crushed gravel on the interior roads to meet County Road Standards.    

  Total Estimated Price:  $10,000.00                     

Project #2:
Pave the road approach that comes off the State highway frontage road up to the property line as per County Road Standards.



Total Estimated Price:  $  5,800.00

Project #3:
Install water tank per fire department and County Road Standards.

Total Estimated Price:  $45,000.00                     

Project #4:    
Provide and install two cattleguards on each approach off the public roads.
Total Estimated Price: 
       $12.500.00      

For the fifth item Vigilante Electric has estimated the installation of an underground power line at $85,500. The total for the five improvements is $158,800.    To calculate the amount for the “Letter of Credit”, the $158,800 is multiplied by 125%, which equals $198,500.  At this time Dean has a letter of credit for $182,500, but will have it changed to $198,500.  The date of completion of these items will be October 31, 2010.  Another agreement between Kelly Rowe and the County will be written.    A Homeowners’ Association has been organized and the Articles of in Corporation are dated June 26, 2009.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the Final Plat of the Dutchman Springs Mountain Estates Phase 1 be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Drought Task Force:
The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting:
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The agenda and handouts were distributed.  Introductions were given and Chairman Rice turned the meeting over to Larry Laknar.

Bureau of Reclamation, East Bench Canal

Dennis Miotke gave the following report on the Clark Canyon Dam and the Lima Dam.
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There was discussion regarding flushing the Beaverhead River.  Dennis indicated that he couldn’t find anyone to tell him how much water or how long it would take to flush the river.

Wildfires

Forest Service – Tom Osen:

Activity has been minimal.  Earlier in the season an engine was sent out of the Region.  There was a lot of lightening activity last night.  There is ½ acre fire in the Pipestone Road area, the Pony Fire is 8 miles west of Harrison, and there was a smoke report 10 miles west of Race Track.

State Lands – Tim Egan

There have been no fires this year.  On the East Fork of the Blacktail the grass is curing so this area is being watched.

Dillon Volunteer Fire Department – Rick Later

The new DNRC engine has been wired for brake controllers and can be used to tow the Ranger.  There were no fire calls on July 4th.

Fire Warden – Scott Marsh.

Scott had nothing to report.

Grazing

Forest Service – Tom Osen

The rain has made management easy.  The permittees were allowed on Forest Service ground on July 1st.  Everything is in good shape and the springs are doing well. 

State Land – Tim Egan

The grass on the mid to upper elevations is starting to head out.  Larkspur is still blooming.  There is a good crop of Larkspur and there have been a few dead cows.

National Weather Service – Gina Loss

Due to severe weather conditions, Gina was called away for other duties and was unable to give her power point presentation.  The handout on Gina’s presentation was reviewed. 

Drought Report – Larry Laknar
Larry gave a brief point presentation on the current Clark Canyon Reservoir data. 

Extension Service – J.P. Tanner 

Due to the moisture there are a lot more grasshoppers, leaf beetles, and grass bugs.  There also have been alfalfa weevils in some areas.

Next Drought Meeting
The next meeting of the Drought Task Force will be August 10, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.

Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 11:45 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland and Secretary Patti Odasz present.
Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen was unable to keep his appointment.


County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting. This weekend Jed went to an unattended death with the Coroner and also had a drug seeking case at the Hospital.

The hearing for the County versus the City of Dillon on the Writ of Mandamus will be held tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. in the District Court Room.

Jed will be gone July 15 through the 17 for the County Attorney’s State Convention.

Appointment to Airport Board:

The Commissioners have received a letter of interest from Dennis DeVivo and a letter of interest from Ron Gutzmer for the open position on the Airport Board.  This term will expire December 31, 2009.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that Dennis DeVivo be appointed to fill the open position on the Airport Board, with his term to expire December 31, 2009.


A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:

There was no old business to discuss.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 5 - 11, 2009 invoices for a total of $93,577.56. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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