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July 20, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, July 20, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the July 13, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the July 13, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Report on County Projects:

Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and David Spear joined the meeting.  The pre-bid conference for the Governor Creek Bridge project will be July 22, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. in the Wisdom Shop.  Wally Zobell has agreed to allow 200 yards of rock to be removed from his property for this project as long as the property is reclaimed and seeded.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will provide the seed. 

Jamie submitted the Road Department Report for July 12 - 18, 2009:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on Lemhi Pass and Medicine Lodge Roads.

· Bladed and watered on the following roads and lanes: Smith, Flynn, Antelope, Clayton, Bryce, Grant, Fern, Christine, Amber, Darren, Brand, Wendy, Nick, Sullivan and Elk.

· Applied 248.5 tons of dust abatement to Nissen, Carter Creek and Sweetwater.

· Applied 288.5 tons of dust abatement to Stone Creek Road for BMI.

· Cleanup and reconstruction of shoulders on Schultz Lane.

· Delivered a water truck to Bannack for Bannack Days.

· Pre-construction conference at the Lima Shop for the replacement bridge project of the 3rd Avenue bridge in Lima.

· Road checked Dillon and Horse Prairie area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the Big Sheep Creek and South Valley Roads.

· Hauled gravel on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Bridgework on bridge at the end of Little Sheep Creek Road.

· Welding fabrication of forks and thumb on backhoes.

· Pre-construction conference at the Lima Shop for the replacement bridge project of the 3rd Avenue bridge in Lima.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Little Lake Creek, Skinner Meadows, Gibbonsville and Lower North Fork.

· Repaired a culvert on Twin Lakes Road.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Chairman Rice reported that after a long discussion with engineers, Airport Board members, etc. the decision was made to make a change order to the Dillon Airport Reconstruction Project to have the runway straightened.  This change will cost the County approximately $15,000 to $30,000.

Commissioner McGinley reported that the Financial Administrator is going to include raises in the next paychecks.  The step and grade increases will not be given until after the budgets are approved.

Representative from Beaverhead County Senior Citizens will be in later today to ask for money to help remodel the bathrooms in the Senior Center.  The Senior Citizen Budget has a good cash reserve and $2,000 can be given towards a project.

Sheriff’s Office Update:

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting. Jay asked for an additional $100,000 of PILT money for his budget.  The other dispatchers are working overtime because there is no one to cover the open shifts. Jay feels another full-time dispatcher is needed to cover sick leave, vacations, and open shifts.   When the dispatcher is not covering open shifts this position would help the County and the City with record keeping, record archives, etc.  The City of Dillon pays half of the dispatchers’ salaries.  Discussion ensued.  Jay’s request to hire another permanent dispatcher was approved.  Jay will talk with Police Chief John Gutcheck.  

County Engineer Jim Carpita is going to help Jay with the jail feasibility study so Jay will probably not need money for the study as originally planned.

Jay has applied for several grants.  One grant was used to purchase two defibulators.  There has been no word regarding the $2,500 grant for tasers or the $87,000 grant for radios.  Jay will be notified in October about the COPS grant. If the taser grant, the radio grant or the COPS grant are not awarded to the County, tasers and radios will not be purchased and an extra deputy will not be hired.

There was discussion about establishing an “Employee Liability Fund” to cover sick leave and vacation payments to personnel who retire or quit.


Jay has been tracking the costs for Search and Rescue separately, but he has not been submitting invoices for the deputies’ time.  The Search and Rescue invoices should be paid out of Title III monies.

Jay informed the Commissioners about the Sisk Bill.  Supposedly this Bill makes it mandatory for counties with federal land, specifically Forest Service land, to receive money for the extra burden to the counties for recreation and tourism on Forest Service land.  This money is specifically for the Sheriff’s office.  Jay will research this Bill.

There was discussion about how the County law enforcement and the Forest Service interacts.  The County has a Memorandum of Understanding with the BLM and the Forest Service that allows Jay to deputize the rangers, but only on an incident-by-incident basis.

At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Rice recessed the Commissioners’ meeting for the 911 Board meeting.

At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Rice reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz present. 

Beaverhead County Senior Citizen Representatives -  Budget:

 The following members from the Beaverhead County Senior Citizens joined the meeting:  Dorothy Rebich, Trudy Hildreth, Sally Smith, and Charles Worth.  

The bathrooms in the Senior Center are in terrible shape.  The plumbing has been completed, but the walls need to be fixed, etc.  Dorothy submitted a bid for $900.  The Senior Citizen members were informed that there is $2,000 in the Senior Citizen budget available for projects.  Discussion ensued regarding this money.  It was decided that $1,000 would be available now and the other $1,000 would be left in the budget.

Old Business:

There was discussion about Senator Tester’s Forest Jobs and Recreation Act.

There was discussion regarding the Museum Association’s lease of the Depot and the liability insurance.

Acting Forest Supervisor Earl Stewart - Firewood Gathering:

Acting Forest Supervisor Earl Stewart, Steve Jennings, Darrell Johnson, and Dave Borjas joined the meeting to discuss the changes in the firewood gathering regulations.

The old regulations did not allow citizens to leave the roadway to gather firewood and they had to make sure the roadway was clear for ingress and egress.  The regulations were then changed to allow the citizens to gather firewood 300 feet from the roadway with specifications for streams and wet meadows. With this rule change the rangers and staff officers express concern about the damage of the resources. At a leadership meeting the consensus was to change the rule to allow the citizens to gather firewood 30 feet off of a roadway.  The citizens were notified of these rule changes by letter. Steve stated that he did not get a letter and has been working from the old regulations and other people were not notified. Steve also stated that the interagency Travel Plan Agreement signed by the federal agencies, the state agencies, and the Commissioners in 1996, clearly states that citizens can collect firewood 300 feet from the roadway.  It is in Earl’s ability to rescind the rule, and Commissioner McGinley asked him to do so.  The Commissioners would like to see the rule be the same as the BLM’s, which allows firewood gathering 300 feet from the roadway.  Changing the rule to be consistent with the BLM’s rule would make good common sense. Earl stated that he wants to wait until the new Forest Supervisor is on board before anything is done with the rule. The new supervisor should be here sometime in August. Commissioner McGinley said that campers are allowed to camp 300 feet off the road way, so if a citizen pitches a tent, firewood can be gathered 300 feet from the roadway.  Earl did not disagree with this statement.  The Commissioners will send Earl a letter asking him to change the rule to allow firewood gathering 300 feet from a roadway.

Earl informed the Commissioners that four timber sales have been completed since April on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest.

Steve told the Commissioners that they did a good job appealing the Forest Plan.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  Jed reported that Patty Lovaas has filed a suit in this District Court against Dan Buck, all three Commissioenrs, and Treasurer Kathy Allard.  This is the same suit she filed in District Court in Helena that was dismissed.  

Community Youth Initiative (CYI) Representative – Walking Path Project:

CYI Representative Wendy Mehring joined the meeting and distributed copies of a letter from CYI asking the Commissioners for $30,000 of the County’s CTEP money for the Swenson Walking Path Project.  The County has already donated approximately $35,000 towards this project so that it can be completed within the next year.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the County donate $30,000 to the Swenson Walking Path Project.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Other Topics of Discussion:

The Commissioners have received a notice that the Grassroots Association of Butte is holding a meeting tomorrow night at 7:00 p.m. in Butte regarding Northwest Energy’s MSTI project.  This Association is trying get the MYTI project moved.

The Commissioners have received a letter from the Disability Rights of Montana organization regarding the accessibility issues at the Courthouse and requesting a copy of any self-evaluation, a copy of any transition plan prepared, a copy of the self-analysis required by MCA, and the name, address, and telephone number of the person designated as the County’s ADA Coordinator.  In 2005, Chris Kraft was designated as the coordinator.  A copy of the letter has been given to Chris.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 12 – 18, 2009 invoices for a total of $96,870.27. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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