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July 24, 2006




July 24, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on July 24, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the July 17, 2006 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the July 17, 2006 meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for July 16-26, 2006:


Dillon Area

· Smith Road and Cold Springs Road were bladed.

· Carrigan Lane, Flynn Lane, and Blacktail Road were bladed, watered, and dust abatement was applied.

· Gravel was hauled to Ray Lynch Park.

· The shoulders of Blacktail Road, White Lane, Rebich Lane, Nissen Lane, Overland Road, Carrigan Lane, Landfill Road, and Highway 41-bike path were mowed.

· A bridge on bridge #B12-D on Blacktail Road was repaired.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· South Valley Road, Big Sheep Creek Road, Meadow Road, and Nicholia Creek Road were bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· A guardrail was installed on Bridge #018W located on the Scenic Byway.

· Roads in Wisdom and Jackson were checked.

· A culvert on Miner Lake Road was repaired.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Richard reported that Lorena Collins from the Elk Lake Resort has asked about the County contacting the Congressional delegation regarding Elk Lake Road.  Before this is done, the status of this road has to be determined.  Richard will research this Road at the Madison County Courthouse.


Richard informed the Commissioners that the stripping on Airport Road and Lovers Leap Road has been completed.  Curve signs will be installed on the last curve on Airport Road.


Smith and Sons Construction Company has asked the County to measure Sweetwater Road from the Carter Creek intersection to Smith’s loading pad to determine the cost for magchloriding this portion of Sweetwater Road.  


John Helle has contacted Richard about the runoff from the new fill on Stone Creek Road going into his sheep pens.  Richard told John that the County would fix the Road if the Helle’s paid for the required materials.


While doing research Richard has found a 1994 petition approving Frying Pan Road as a County road.  A written easement from Vic Hager was obtained in 1994 but only a verbal easement from Harold Brown was obtained. Beaverhead County did install a cattleguard between the State’s property and Larry Laknar’s property.


Richard did a site inspection of Skinner Meadows Road/Davis Lane, and there are nine soft spots that need to be fixed, six culverts that need to be replaced, and the Road also needs to be raised.  Options on how to fix the soft spots were discussed.


Richard reported that culverts on North Fork Road need to be replaced and a portion of the Lower North Fork Road needs to be raised.


Dustin Hirshey is now a full-time employee.


Eric Belford, Enforcement Officer from the Carrier Services Division of the Montana Department of Transportation, has informed Richard that the trucks that Smith and Sons Construction are using to haul talc can be licensed.  Richard will talk to Larry Smith about this matter.  Eric suggested that the Commissioners write a letter of authorization to Smith and Sons allowing the overweight trucks to haul on County roads.  The Smiths can also purchase oversize permits that are good for one year.  Richard left the meeting.


The Commissioners reviewed the Hidden Pasture Wilderness Study Area petition, which included 95 signatures.


County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting.  Marv reported that Dillon Mayor Marty Malesich and Dillon City Attorney Duke Gilbert have filed an injunction to keep the Clerk and Recorder from certifying the names on the recall petition.  This matter is now in District Court.


Kurt reported that he has been working on the Landfill Road easements.  A couple of the easements are outstanding and Kurt will be researching this matter. Kurt will keep the Commissioners updated.


Putting a 911 levy on the November ballot was discussed.  The Commissioners will wait to see if the 2007 Montana Legislature will establish a 911 tax on cell phones.


Beaverhead County Grant Coordinator Frank Mastandrea, Basic Biological Services Owners John Whitingham and Linda Walent, Basic Biological Services employees Kendra Herman and Josh Clinton joined the meeting to discuss the Native Plant Park.  Kendra and Josh were introduced and left the meeting along with Linda.  As requested at last week’s meeting, John submitted a verbal bid of $800 for the plant design.    John can start the plant design this weekend and Tammy Johnson can complete it by next week.  Forest Service Representatives Katie Bump and Tom Heinz joined the meeting. Katie explained that a Forest Service grant was awarded and she has money for the plant design and $29,000 for interpretive signs and brochures set aside for a native plant park.  Katie has until September 30, 2006, to spend this money.  There was lengthy discussion about obtaining plants and trees for the park, about timelines, and about required permits.   Katie stated that she can have the plant design completed by August 31, 2006.  Basic Biological Services, Tammy Johnson, and the Forest Service will collaborate on the plant design.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Forest Service be allowed to do the plant design for the Native Plant Park thus allowing access to money for the interpretive signs and brochures.  The motion carried unanimously.











For his estimates, John will use James Pool’s outline for the construction of the park.  Some minor changes to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Forest Service and the County will be made, and it will be signed by August 1, 2006.  The MOU between the Development Corporation and the County has been delivered to Development Corporation Representative J.S. Turner.   Tammy Johnson will be compensated for the work that she has done on this project so far.  Katie, Tom, John, and Frank left the meeting.


Fire Warden Scott Marsh joined the meeting to ask the Commissioners to close open burning on private property.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded to close open burning on private property.  The motion carried unanimously.











Scott will notify the dispatchers in writing of this decision.


Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioner Rice and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance.  Commissioner McGinley left to attend the Governor’s Conference on Community Service.


John Plutt joined the meeting to discuss the situation with Arrigoni Lane.  For their review John gave the Commissioners a Right-of-Way Policy that the County adopted in October of 1992.  After some discussion it was decided that the Commissioners would meet John onsite tomorrow at 8:00 a.m.   John left the meeting.


Paul and Cindy Peck joined the meeting to ask that the name of Decker Lane, the Lane they live on, be changed to something else.  Paul submitted a list of alternative names.  At the Commissioners’ request Rural Addressing Coordinator Scott Marsh joined the meeting. Scott reviewed the list of alternative names and suggested that he give the Peck’s a list of road names in use.  The Commissioners are not opposed to the renaming of Decker Lane and instructed Paul and Cindy to request in writing that Deck Lane be renamed and  to include a few alternative names.  Paul, Cindy, and Scott left the meeting.

Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the end of June invoices for a total of $9,221.88 and the July 16-22, 2006 invoices for a total of $136,052.06.                        The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


The meeting was recessed at 5:00 until Tuesday, July 25, 2006 at 8:00 a.m.







Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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