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July 26, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, July 26, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Commissioner Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Chairman Mike McGinley was attending an Interoperability Montana meeting.

Minutes:

The minutes of the July 19, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the July 19, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie, Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn, and County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting. 

The following Road Report for July 18 - 24, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Brenner, Bloody Dick, Mansfield, Bachelor Mountain and Highway 324.

· Bladed and watered on the following roads and lanes:  Carter Creek, Nissen and Sweetwater.

· Applied 248 tons of dust abatement on the following: Nissen, Carter Creek and Sweetwater.

· Installed a bridge weight limit sign on Sweetwater Road on the Canal.

· Hauled gravel on Nissen and Brenner Lanes.

· Mowed on the following roads and lanes:  Blacktail, Carrigan, Sweetwater, Nissen, Overland, Laknar, Schuler, Webster, Pioneer, Selway, Anderson, Lovers Leap, Ten Mile, Clarks Lookout, Buster Brown and Airport.

· Road checked the Horse Prairie and Dillon area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the following roads:  Big Sheep Creek, Meadow Creek, Sage Creek and Medicine Lodge.

· Road checked the Dell and Lima area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Twin Lakes, River, Upper North Fork and Lower North Fork.

· Cleaned a culvert on Lacy Creek.

· Road checked all Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.  
Last week Sweetwater Road and Nissen Lane were magchlorided and road shoulders were mowed.  Next week roads in the Lima area, the Centennial area, and the Medicine Lodge area will be magchlorided.  Lemhi Pass Road is being watered and bladed to rejuvenate the magchloride that was previously placed on the road.  The Federal Highway Administration is paying for this rejuvenation.  A BLM cattleguard and a pipe on Taylor Creek Road will be replaced this week.  There are approximately six to seven cattleguards that need to be replaced in the County.  LS Ready Mix does not have any cement blocks for these cattleguards, so Mike will purchase blocks from a Ennis contractor for $30 per block not including transportation.

A year’s worth of oil for the graders, teeth for the loader, and teeth for the rock rake will be ordered.

At 1:00 p.m. today Mike will be meeting with Bill Matix.  Bill will show Mike where the County can dig a gravel pit on his property.  The property is located across from the Hairpin Ranch.

Mike is going to call Tom Dunn from Dunn Communications to have him look at the Road Department’s radios and estimate the cost of upgrading approximately 15 radios to digital.

Mike will be getting a quote for pipes for Steel Creek Road, the Centennial Valley area, the Lakeview area, etc. and will submitted to the Commissioenrs for review.  When the order is placed it will be at least 45 days before the County will get the pipe.

The Apex Gravel Pit has been reclaimed per the requests from the Department of Environmental Quality and State Lands.  The straight rock was buried, but the stockpile material is still there. 

Fern Lane will probably be graveled after Labor Day.

Commissioner Haugland informed Mike that the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) made a deal with John Peck to construct a fisherman friendly access above the Slough Bridge on Trapper Creek Road.    FWP has some questions about this project in regards to the County’s right-of-way. A County approach permit will be required and the sight distance will be checked. Mike will call a FWP representative and discuss this matter.  

Jack informed Mike and the Commissioners that in May, Rod Dickens sprayed a gravel pit supposedly for the County.  Mike stated that Rod was informed last year the he was not to spray any County gravel pits.  Mike feels that spraying of these pits should go through the Weed Department.  If needed, Jack can hire someone to do the spraying and then bill the Road Department.  Jack will send a letter to Rod informing him that the County Road Department has not contracted with him to spray County gravel pits, and if Rod wants to contract with the County he has to go through the Weed Department.  

It was discussed that the centerline of the Bannack Road needs to be repainted.  The budget will be reviewed to see if there is money for this project.  

The chip sealing of the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway was discussed. 

At a meeting in Polaris, there was discussion about the confusion over the Scenic Byway signage near a curve by Polaris.  There is 35 mph yellow and black warning sign with a picture of the curve going the wrong way.  The State was contacted and the sign is to just alert vehicles that there is a curve a head.  In this same curve area, there is white and black 50 mph speed limit regulatory sign.  The speed limit sign is in an inappropriate area and should be moved.  Speed limit options for the Byway were discussed.

Jim informed the Commissioners that there has been no formal letter to give authorization of the RAC Grant for the Birch Creek Bridge project.  The Grant will cover the cost of the gravel and the $200,000 for the bridge will come from Title III monies.

REA engineers want to attach electric lines to a bridge on the Scenic Byway.  The engineers will be told that they need to bore the line in a conduit.  If boring is not possible, the line needs to be put into a conduit and the existing bridge bolts can be used to hang the line.

Jim has received a letter from Attorney Jean Bergeson who is representing R.E. Miller and Sons Construction on the Carrigan Lane Bridge Project.  Becco Construction has sent a letter stating it will send R.E. Miller and Sons Construction a $6,000 check with an agreement that the check will not be cashed until after the County has paid Becco Construction.  Becco Construction has not complied with the County’s requirement that all lien releases be in place prior to the final payment to the Contractor.  This letter will be sent to Great West Engineer Bill Lloyd to start the process of obtaining Becco’s bond.

The bid for the Depot’s furnace has been advertised. Jim is working on the bid package for the insulation and framing of the Depot’s attic.

The boring of the grandstands has not been yet been started. Some of the posts are setting on concrete and there is good drainage.  When the boring is complete, Jim will get documentation of this project to Insurance Agent Tom Bramlette.

Jim updated the Commissioners on the Blacktail Deer Creek project.  The work below the Railroad Avenue Bridge is almost complete except for re-vegetation and some punch list items.  Devers has moved his equipment above the Railroad Avenue Bridge.  Devers has until August 11 to complete the project.

Action of the Weskamp Minor Subdivision Final Plat:

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting and submitted the Final Plat Report for the Weskamp Minor Subdivision. The Beaverhead County Planning Department recommends Final Plat approval of the Weskamp Minor Subdivision.  The conditions of approval that were placed on this subdivision at the time of Preliminary Plat approval (June 1, 2010) have been met or will be otherwise satisfied prior to the filing of the Final Plat.  The Final Plat review fee has been paid to Beaverhead County. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Final Plat of the Weskamp Minor Subdivision be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Rick informed the Commissioners that he is going to write a terse letter to Don and Sheila White regarding the approach to the White Minor Subdivision not being paved as required in the Conditions of Subdivision Approval.  The Final Plat for this Subdivision was filed because the White’s gave their word that the approach would be paved by July 15. A copy of the letter will be sent to Dave Moss.

Mike Gee in the County Attorney’s office wrote a Laknar Lane Bike Path easement agreement between the Morstein’s and the County. During this project the County encroached out of its right-of-way onto Morstein’s property.  The Morestein’s signed the agreement earlier this morning; at this time the Commissioners signed the agreement.

Old Business:

Barry Emge from the Grasshopper Valley Volunteer Fire Department District #4 joined the meeting. There was discussion about the Hillclimb Car Race that is to take place on the Polaris side of Scenic Byway and the Highway Department’s jurisdiction in this event.  Commissioner Rice called Gary Becker at the Montana Highway Patrol.  Mr. Becker was on a conference call, but will call Commissioner Rice back.

Lunch Recess:
Commissioner Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Bid Opening of and/or Action on the Courthouse Concrete Paving Project:

Kim Baker from KB Construction, County Facilities Administrator Chris Kraft, and County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting.  KB. Construction was the only bid submitted for this project. The bid specifications were written asking how many square feet of cement including the removal of the old cement could be poured for $33,725.  This is the amount that the County has left from the federal stimulus money it received for the Courthouse.  KB Construction bid 5,246 square feet at a six-inch depth.  The project will take three weeks from start to finish barring any raining weather.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the bid for the Courthouse Paving Project be awarded to K.B. Construction. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Attorney Jed Fitch will write the contract for this project.  Chris informed Kim that clients to the Office of Public Assistance would need to be accommodated because there is only one access to this area.  Chairman McGinley joined the meeting.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 18 - 24, 2010 invoices for a total of $68,946.28. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

There were no public comments.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
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