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 July 28, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, July 28 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the July 21, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the minutes of the July 21, 2008 meeting be approved with changes.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Department Report for July 20 – 26, 2008:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed, watered and applied dust abatement on the following roads and lanes:  Buffalo, Elk, Antelope, Overland, Laknar and Freeman.

· Moved the water truck to Bannack to Grant.

· Hauled gravel to Overland Road.

· Bladed on Bloody Dick Road.

· Cleaned up waste piles at the Fairgrounds.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Hauled gravel and installed culverts on Moose Creek Road and Mansfield Lane.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Hauled gravel and installed culverts on Moose Creek Road and Mansfield Lane.

· Moved equipment from Moose Creek Road to Mansfield Lane.

· Equipment service and repair.

The speed limit sign on Sweetwater Road has been moved to 1,000 feet east of the entrance to Fox Run Subdivision.

Richard informed the Commissioners that the pedestrian/bike path on Highway 41 was covered with water from the Plutt’s sprinklers.    Commissioner McGinley feels that the Montana Department of Highways (MDT) compensated the Plutt’s to install half sprinklers so that the path would not be watered.  Richard will look into this matter.

Richard feels that to help with water flow culverts need to be installed in Sweetwater Road and on Carter Creek Road by Hoffman Gulch.  Richard also mentioned getting emergency access across the Rebish property.

Approximately 1,700 feet south of the end of the pavement on Highway 324 is an 800-foot section of road that is subbing.  If this project is under $200,000, MDT’s Secondary Roads Engineer feels that it can be repaired without obtaining funds from the County.  Richard feels that Roger Peters fence has encroached on MDT’s 100-foot right-of-way.  There is also a soft spot across Horse Prairie Creek.  There was discussion on how to fix this problem.

By an outlook on the new section of the Scenic Byway is a frost heave because there was no culvert installed and a culvert was not installed at the outlook.  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) will fix these problems.  Also, on the Byway, one to two miles from Elkhorn a fill has slipped.   The FHWA will extend the contract and will also fix this problem.  To facilitate this project, Richard has told the FHWA to use the County’s rock from the Kipp Gravel Pitt. 

The Road Crew will complete the mowing of the Airport area this week.  Richard left the meeting.

New Business:

Sanitarian Larry Laknar received a call from an Argenta Flats resident regarding an accumulation of junk vehicles in the area.  The Commissioners reviewed pictures of this area.

The Dillon Airport Affect Area (AAA) Regulations will be effective August 20, 2008. Chairman Rice asked the Commissioners to think of individuals that they would like to appoint to the Appeals Board.  The membership of the Board will include the Chairman of the Planning Board, a landowner that lives within the AAA, a resident from the City of Dillon, and two members at large.

Sheriff’s Office Update:

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Jay will have his budget completed by the middle of next week.

Jay and his Administrative Assistant Julie Dewey attended a Records Management Conference.  They learned about liability issues concerning specifically purging files, sealing files, and expunging files.    The office is in compliance except for the storage of old records.  These records need to be kept under lock and key and not accessible to civilians.  Jay will talk to Facilities Administrator Chris Kraft about this matter. 

The jail’s population has increased to eight to nine inmates per day.  There were some major arrests this weekend and these inmates will probably be there until the fall.  Classification of prisoners was discussed.  Jay would like to hire someone next year to do a remodel study for the jail and the garage.  

In March, Jay will be attending the Sheriff’s Institute for two weeks. Jay left the meeting.

County Attorney’s Office Update:
County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  There is a felony DUI trial on Thursday.

Jed is drafting an ad for a deputy County Attorney.  Jed feels that he can get a full-time county attorney for $45,000 to $48,000.  There was discussion if he should advertise for a part-time or full-time county attorney.

There was discussion regarding the Wisdom Sewer Board trying to set up a savings account at the State Bank.  The Bank is requiring a letter from the Commission.  Jed will research the law to see if an elected board has the authority to have its own banking account.  Lynn Giles joined the meeting.

Jed has received a letter from the City regarding the Interlocal agreement for the Joint Planning Committee.  The City has rejected the County’s proposal and wants the County to pass the City’s proposal.  The City does not want the Sonoran Institute involved.  This institute does information gathering and it has helped the County on several different projects. Due to the fact there is no agreement in place, the City will not let its representatives attend the meetings.  After discussion, the Commissioners agreed that the Committee continue with its process and when the time comes make recommendations to the County Planning Board. Jed will send a written response to the City.

There has been no progress with the Fairground’s water agreement.  Jed left the meeting.

First Reading and Action on the Sweetwater Road Speed Limit Ordinance:

The first reading of Sweetwater Road Speed Limit Ordinance was given and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Sweetwater Road Speed Limit Ordinance be adopted.
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Old Business:

The Union proposal was discussed and a counter proposal was agreed upon. The County’s proposal will be emailed to the Local 400 representatives.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 20-26, 2008 invoices for a total of $60,571.90. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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Ordinance No. 2008 - 2

For County Road: __Sweetwater

3.

DEFINITIONS:

A. MOTOR VEHICLE: Motor vehicle means every vehicle propelled by its own power
and design used primarily to transport persons or property upon the roads and highways
of the state. Included in this definition are trailers, semi-trailers and house trailers.

B. VEHICLE: Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or property
may be transported or drawn upon the public ways.

C. MOTORCYCLE: Motorcycle means a motor vehicle having not more than three (3)
wheels in contact with the ground with a saddle on which the operator sits or a platform
in which he stands and a driving wheel in contact with the ground in addition to the
wheels of the vehicle itself. A motorcycle may carry one or more attachments and a seat
for the conveyance of a passenger. The term does not include a tractor.

D. DAYTIME/NIGHTTIME: Daytime is defined as one-half hour before sunrise to
one-half hour after sunset. Night time means at any other hour.

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle or motorcycle of any
character upon a county road in excess of the posted speed limit.

The Posted Speed Limits for Sweetwater Road , County Road No. 206D which begins

at the Junction of Kentucky Avenue, Overland Road, and Sweetwater Road T7S, R8W, S17 and

ends at the entrance to the Art Christensen Ranch, T7S , R7W, S34 shall be as follows:

A. beginning approximately 1,000 feet east of Fox Ridge Drive and ending at the
intersection of Carter Creek Road with Sweetwater Road
The SPEED LIMIT shall be 35 mph

B. beginning at and ending at

The SPEED LIMIT shall be H
C. beginning at and ending at

The SPEED LIMIT shall be -
D. beginning at and ending at

The SPEED LIMIT shall be
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[image: image1.png]4. This speed restriction shall not operate as a waiver of the basic rule requirement, which
is any person operating or driving a vehicle of any character upon the public roads
of this county shall drive in a careful and prudent manner and at a rate of speed no
greater than is reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the point of
operation taking into account the amount and character of traffic, condition of brakes,
weight of vehicle, grade and width of highway, conditions of service and freedom of
obstruction to view ahead. Persons shall drive so as not to unduly or unreasonably
endanger the life, limb, property or other rights of the other persons entitled to the use of
the road.

DATED THIS DAY OF , 2008.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

CHAIRMAN

C. Thomas Rice
COMMISSIONER

Michael J. McGinley
COMMISSIONER

Garth L. Haugland
ATTEST:

Debra L. Scott
Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder







