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 July 31, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on July 31, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Harold and Deloris Forsman, County Attorney Marv McCann, Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman, Frank Mastandrea, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Barb Baurle joined the meeting for the swearing in of Harold Forsman as Sheriff.  Chairman Haugland gave the oath of office to Harold.  Harold will be the Beaverhead County Sheriff from 12:00 a.m.  August 1, 2006, to the certification of the November 7, 2006 election.  Everyone left the meeting.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for January 8-14, 2006:


Dillon Area

· Lemhi Pass, Medicine Lodge Road, and Smith Road were bladed.

· Lower Big Sheep Creek Road, Sage Creek Road, Gleed Road, and the South Valley Road were bladed and watered and dust abatement was applied.

· The shoulders of the Scenic Byway on the Wise River side were mowed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area
· Trees and brush were trimmed on the Scenic Byway.

· Wisdom and Jackson area roads were checked

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Richard reported that the magchloriding of Lemhi Pass would be completed this week and then Sweetwater Road will be magchlorided along with several other roads in the County.  The cost for magchloriding Sweetwater Road will be approximately $8,000.  Barretts Minerals, Smith and Sons Construction Company, the County, and hopefully the Mussards will split this cost.


Richard informed the Commissioners that Grant Coordinator Frank Mastandrea has applied for a $15,000 Montana Association Conservation District Grant to be used on the preliminary engineering for the Blacktail Creek project.  This grant has to be spent by December 2006.  Frank will know if the County is awarded this grant by next week. A Request for Proposal will be written for this project, and the project will be broken down into phases.


After researching the records in Madison County, Richard found a 1990 petition showing that the Commissioners accepted Elk Lake Road as a County Road.  The Commissioners reviewed a map depicting the present road, and Richard showed them where the petition has the road located.  Options on how to finance the upgrading of this Road were discussed.


Richard also found petitions for the road from the State land to Monida, for the road from the Blacktail to the Centennial Valley, and for the road on the north side of the Centennial Valley.


Richard is going to ask Wayne Cook to temporarily work for the County because Luke Fitch cannot work due to surgery.  The crew in Dillon is also short a man.


Richard explained how Smith Road would be upgraded.


Erland Gendreau will start surveying the Town of Grant next week for the Grant realignment project.  Elsworth Craigholm has talked to Richard about this project and that hold harmless agreements will needed for this project.


George Warner, Marty Brenneke, and Dillon Councilman Mike Klakken joined the meeting.


The Jackson shop project was discussed and Commissioner Rice said that he would contact Nate Finch about this project.  Richard left the meeting.  


County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting.  George distributed copies of a letter that was submitted to Marv on Friday regarding the recall petition.  There was discussion about the certification of the names on the petition, review of a Supreme Court decision, and review of State statute regarding recall petitions.  Eve Malo joined the meeting and Marty Brenneke left the meeting.



The Arrigoni Road situation and the County’s 1992 policy regarding encroachments on roads within the County were discussed. Mike Klakken left the meeting and Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.    There was discussion about the encroachments of fences, of a house, and of the irrigation ditch in the public-right-of-way on Arrigoni Lane. The approaches to this lane were also discussed.   Rick will write letters to each landowner involved about the encroachments.  Rick left the meeting.  Further discussion ensued and then Marv and Kurt left the meeting.

The minutes of the July 20, 21, 24, and 25 2006 meetings were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the July 20, 21, 24, and 25, 2006 meetings be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Rice informed the Commissioners that he reviewed the County’s Annual Comprehensive Insurance Statement, and he feels the values for some of the motor vehicles are too high.  Insurance Agent Tom Bramlette has said that the Company does not depreciate vehicles.  There is also a question on whether some of the vehicles listed on the statement are stilled owned by the County.  The Commissioners will meet with the Department Heads and Elected Officials next Monday to discuss this matter.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioner McGinley and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance.  Commissioner Rice was at a 3-Rivers Preconstruction meeting for the Lima fiber optic project.


Susie Brown and Sandra McKee from the Humane Society of Beaverhead County joined the meeting.  Susie brought two proposals before the Board. 

1. Assistance to remodel the inside of the dog kennel building. 

2. Proposed contract for services.

Susie explained the urgent need for the remodeling.  The estimated cost for this project is $10,000.  The County is being asked to contribute $2,500, and the City of Dillon will be asked to contribute $2,500.

Susie explained that last year the Society received 58 phone calls to pick-up animals in the County.  The Society can no longer afford to do this without getting reimbursed.  Susie proposed a contract for services between the Society and the County with an arbitrary amount of $300 per month.  

Discussion ensued regarding these proposal.  Commissioner Rice joined the meeting. Susie was informed that the Commissioners would take her requests under consideration.  Susie and Sandra left the meeting.

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting to update the Commissioners on the North Lane situation.  Rick has sent letters to the residents on North Lane informing them of Ira Walker’s offer to convey this Lane to the Homeowners’ Association, if the Association maintains the Lane.  Most of the residents responded.  The most frequent questions from the residents were the level of maintenance, the cost of maintenance, and whether the County would blade the Lane at least twice a year.  One of the residents would like to see this Lane become a County road.  There are concerns that this Lane will be lengthened to connect with Schultz Lane, but Ira will not convey the piece of property needed to do this.  On August 9, 2006, a meeting is being held with the residents to discuss these issues.  The Commissioners agreed that the County would blade North Lane annually when the crew is in the area.


Rick informed the Commissioners that before the Subdivision Regulations are revised he would make it very clear in subdivision Staff Reports and on the face of the plat, the status of the roads in each new subdivision.


Rick reminded the Commissioners that they told John Plutt, Jr. that they would send a letter to him regarding the irrigation water, the encroachments, and the approaches on Arrigoni Lane.    Rick left the meeting.


The contestants of the Beaverhead County’s Montana Meth Paint the State Contest, their families and friends, Dillon Tribune Reporter Barb Baurle, Dillon Mayor Marty Malesich, and Dillon Operations Manager J.S. Turner joined the meeting to hear the announcement of the three finalists in Beaverhead County’s Montana Meth Paint the State Contest.  The contestants were:  Tera Clark, Amber Bess, Bailey Ferris, Lisa Horst, Jacob Cleverly, Pete Walde, Daniel Melle, Audrey King, JW Henningsen, Nathan Sutton, and Amy Bump and Chelsea Clark.  Tera Clark was unable to attend the meeting.  Commissioner McGinley thanked all the contestants for participating in the contest and gave a brief history of the contest. Commissioner McGinley stressed on how important he feels this contest is to help kids stay away from Meth.   The State Bank, the Stockmans Bank, Pioneer Federal Savings and Loan, High Peaks Credit Union, and Garth Haugland have all contributed cash that was divided between the eight contestants who did not make the finals. The checks were presented to the contestants.  The finalists that will be going to the State contest are:  Audrey King, Nathan Sutton, and Amy Bump and Chelsea Clark.   Everyone left the meeting

Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 23 – July 29, 2006       invoices for a total of $58, 435.33.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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