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August 4, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, August 4, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the July 28, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the July 28, 2008 meeting be approved with additions.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Department Report for July 27 – August 2, 2008:

DILLON AREA

· Applied dust abatement on Mansfield Lane and Bannack Bench and Bloody Dick Roads.

· Bladed and hand patched on Blacktail Road and Carrigan Lane.

· Bladed on Bloody Dick Road.

· Mowed on the following roads and lanes:  Bannack, Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway, Ten Mile, Carrigan, Sweetwater, Blacktail, Clarks Lookout Selway, Laknar, Webster, Schuler, Airport, Lovers Leap, Pioneer and Overland.

· Flood repair on the following roads:  Sweetwater, Nissen and Carter Creek.

· Watered in the Lima area and South Valley Road for dust abatement.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the following:  Town of Lima streets, Big Sheep Creek and South Valley Roads.

· Bladed and watered on Bimat Lane and Sage Creek Road.

· Hauled gravel on Mansfield Lane.

· Road checks of area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Hauled gravel on Mansfield Lane.

· Bladed on the following roads:  Upper North Fork, Gibbonsville and Lower Bender Creek.

· Measured the culvert on Moose Creek Road.

· Road checks of area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.
The mowing at the Dillon Airport was completed this week.

The Commissioners reviewed pictures of the high water in the East Bench Canal.

Last week County DES Coordinator Larry Laknar, Dillon City Operations Manager J.S. Turner, Peccia and Associates Engineering representatives, and Oasis Construction representatives and Richard met in Bozeman to discuss and review plans for the Blacktail Deer Creek Flood Mitigation project.  The plans include a 50-foot bridge across Reeder Street and a 45-foot bridge across Railroad Street.  Bill Rehm wants a new sprinkler system if his headgate is removed from the Creek.  A new sprinkler system will be approximately $27,000, but a new diversion dam will be approximately $35,000.  Mr. Rehm has indicated that if he receives the sprinkler system he would abandon his part of the Creek. This sprinkler system was not in the original project.

The crew will be working on the approach from Sweetwater Road to Fox Ridge Run.  The material will be hauled from the Blacktail.  The approach will be raised approximately one foot.  Richard left the meeting.

Other Business
The County’s representative to the City Planning Board Larry Volkening joined the meeting.  Larry gave the Commissioners a letter he received from Michael Riley, President of the Dillon City Planning Board.  The letter is as follows. 
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The Commissioners asked Larry not to resign, but said that it was his decision.  Larry left the meeting. 

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  There was discussion about Jay’s budgets.

County Attorney’s Office Update:
County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  Prior to the meeting Kristy Sauerbier from the Clerk and Recorder’s of Office asked Jed about filing the Dillon Airport Affected Area (AAA) Regulations so that the title companies can note the existence of the AAA on deeds. Chairman Rice explained to Jed that the Airport Board told the individuals that have property in the AAA that the Regulations would not be listed on their deeds.  Jed stated that because of this reason the AAA Regulations do not have to be filed.

There was discussion regarding the Wisdom Sewer District.  According to MACo and Jed all monies that the District deals with has to go through the County.  Commissioner McGinley will discuss this matter with Wisdom Sewer Board Chairman Larry Laknar.

Last week Jed received a call from City Attorney Duke Gilbert regarding the joint planning committee Interlocal agreement.  Nothing was resolved.  Jed reviewed the letter that Larry Volkening received from the Dillon City Planning Board.

Jay said there have been several alarms from homes that have security system that his office has responded to, only to find out the alarms were false.  He wants to write the two security companies involved a letter informing them that the County will be charging when it responds to false alarms.  Jay will write the letter and have Jed review it.

Jed has talked to Bump’s Attorney regarding the Lovell Road issue.  The property is being surveyed.  The County will pay the Bumps $4,000 to build a fence and $6,000 for an easement.  Bumps will be responsible for the construction of the fence.  Once the survey and all paperwork are completed, Jed will have the case dismissed.  The Cormans will be updated when all this is accomplished. 

Paralegal Mike Gee will be submitting a letter of resignation because his last day will be tomorrow.   Jed will be advertising for a deputy.

Jed has talked to the Community Resource Board, which is in charge of the Victim Witness Advocate program.  The Board does not want to release the grant money for the program.    The annual grant will be up for renewal next spring and Jed will look into applying for it next spring so that the Victim Witness Advocate can be an employee out of his office. Jed and Jay left the meeting.

Action on Request from Fire Warden to Close Open Burning on Private Property:

At this time the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Fire Warden’s request to close burning on private property be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break. 

Compensation Board Meeting:

Chairman Rice convened the Compensation Board meeting at 1:30 p.m.  Members Present were:  Commissioner Rice, Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, County Attorney Jed Fitch, Clerk and Recorder Debbie Scott, Treasurer Kathy Allard, and Sheriff Jay Hansen.  Members Absent:  John Schyler and Ted Stanasich.  Others Present:  Commission Secretary Patti Odasz.

Prior to this meeting the members were given copies of the article “Inflation Rate Jumps by Biggest Amount in Six Months” and copies of “Annual Cost of Living Adjustment” from MACo Executive Director Harold Blattie for their review.   The Board was informed that Congress did not pass Secured Rural School (SRS) funding this year and that the County’s PILT payment was decreased  by $16,000.  Because the SRS was not passed, the government will revert back to the 25 percent fund.  This will mean an $80,000 to $90,000 decrease in the road fund.  The estimate of the County mill levy is $17,583, which is an increase of $652 dollars from last year.  There was lengthy discussion as to what percent of COLA should be given.

MOTION:
Jay moved and Kathy seconded that a 3.2 percent COLA be given amounting to 53 cents per hour. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Jed brought up for discussion the County Attorney’s salary.  The County Attorney’s Association interprets the law as the State pays ½ of the County Attorney’s salary and the County pays ½ of the County Attorney’s salary.  MACo interprets the law that the State pays the counties for legal services and this money can go for secretarial wages, etc.

MOTION:
Jay moved and Mike seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 p.m. Chairman Rice reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting.

Lemhi Shoshone – Request for Letter of Support:

Leo Ariwite and Steve Morehouse joined the meeting.  Leo is the Shoshone-Bannock Tribal Business Council Liaison/Project Officer for the National Park Site(s) Project for the Sacajawea Interpretive Cultural and Educational Center in Salmon, Idaho.  Leo explained that the Tribal Council is trying to obtain National Park Service status for the Sacajawea Interpretive, Cultural, and Educational Center and would like a letter of support from the Commissioners.   The plan is to create a series of satellite sites of the Sacajawea center in Dillon, Bannack, Three Forks, Virginia City, and Mandan, South Dakota.  Washington State University has specifically been doing studies on the Lemhi Shoshone in southwest Montana.  The Council will be making a presentation to the U.S. Secretary of the Interior.  The Secretary has the authority to initiate this project as a National Park project.  There was discussion that perhaps the site in Dillon could be co-opted with the Interpretative Center where the Beaverhead Chamber of Commerce is located. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Commissioners write a letter of support for this project.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Leo and Steve left the meeting.
News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 27 – August 2, 2008 invoices for a total of $177,033.35. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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July 31, 2008

Mr. Larry Volkening

County Representative to the City Planning Board
777 Thatcher Drive

Dillon, MT 59725

Dear Mr. Volkening:

The City of Dillon Planning Board has unanimously asked that the issue of your resigna-
tion from the City Planning Board be moved forward to a special meeting called for that
purpose. Rather than call such a meeting, I am by this letter asking for your resignation
50 as to avoid that necessity.

Please notify me of your response by August 6, 2008.

Sincerely,

MNie W /2)“3/
Michael Riley
President
Dillon City Plannirig Board

cc: Planning Board Members:
Kitty Eaton
Melissa Hannah
Russ Schwandt
Lynn Westad
Mayor Malesich
City Attorney Gilbert








