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August 4, 2009, Special Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in special session on Tuesday, August 4, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, County Facilities Administrator Chris Kraft, Deputy County Attorney Jayne Mitchell, Department of Revenue (DOR) Director Dan Bucks, DOR Area Manager Steve Huntington, DOR legal Counsel Michele Crepeau, DOR Deputy Director Alan Peura, County Attorney Jed Fitch, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the lease for the State Appraiser’s office space in the Beaverhead Pioneer Plaza.  The contract in place at this time does not conform to state law, which was a DOR error.  The state Legislature establishes the lease rate that governs what state agencies can pay for office space.  For FY2009 the rate is $8.869 per square foot and for FY2010 the rate is $9.02 per square feet.  This is not a matter of money; the lease has to conform to state law.  The amount the County is getting from the State for the office space is needed to pay the County’s Intercap Loan on the building.  

Dan stated that the County is not charging the DOR for shared space or storage and suggested that adding in this space should still leave the payment the same and would comply with the law.  Dan asked that the lease be renegotiated. Discussion ensued.

Steve will work with Chris to get the correct square footage for the lease after the meeting.

The Commissioners were informed that the Certified Taxable Valuations should be to the counties by the last week of August. 

There was discussion about the re-evaluation process that the DOR is doing statewide.

Chairman Rice adjourned the meeting at 2:12 p.m.
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