August 6, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on August 6, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the July 30, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the July 30, 2007 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for July 29 – August 4, 2007.


Dillon Area

· A cattleguard was installed on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Gravel was hauled to Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Two cattleguards on Big Sheep Creek Road were repaired and one cattleguard on Old Armstead Road was repaired.

· Flynn Lane, Carrigan Lane, Eliason Lane, Old Stage Road, and Rebich Lane were watered and bladed.

· A culvert on Laknar Lane was repaired.

· Area roads were checked.

· The shop was cleaned.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Gravel was hauled to Big Sheep Creek Road and the Road was widened.

· North Valley Road was bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Lower North Fork Road and Miner Lake Road were bladed.
· Equipment was moved to Dillon.
· The storm water protection on Bridge #093W on Miner Lake Road was inspected.
· Area roads were checked.
· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
In the near future, the Madison County Commissioners and representatives from Barretts Minerals will meet with the Beaverhead County Commissioners about the condition of Sweetwater Road.

There was discussion regarding the condition of several roads in Beaverhead County.

Tim Swanson from the Nature Conservancy will meet with Richard in the Centennial Valley to select sites around the valley for locating gravel pits.  There was discussion about different areas in the Valley that might be viable.

Richard has completed an inspection of the headgate on Tipton Creek and suggested that a three-way headgate be constructed.  Richard will talk to Evan Huntsman about this matter.  

On Wednesday, August 8, 2007 Richard will be meeting with the Montana Contractors Association and the MACo Transportation Committee regarding funding for counties, i.e. local option taxes, etc.

This week the Big Hole crew will start construction the fence between the County’s shop property and Nate Finch’s property.

Richard informed the Commissioners that the Department of Environmental Quality fined a contractor $20,000 for not keeping the dust down while working on a State project.  The State paid half of the fine.   Richard left the meeting.

County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  At the Commissioners request Grant Administrator Frank Mastandrea joined the meeting.  The amended contract with John Whittingham for work at the Native Plant Park was discussed.  John has submitted estimates for the work that is left.  John will be asked to add the labor cost for the fence on Orr Street to his estimates.  Frank and Garth will seed the park sometime this week.  Frank explained that the Tourism Infrastructure Improvement Program grant could be used to purchase artifacts, which Frank will be purchasing.

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  The Pattengill Fire and the road closure process were discussed.  Richard wants the Road Crews to place the signs so that the signs will be placed according to regulations.  

The police dog program was discussed.  Since November Deputy Brian Moen has made 20 drug possession or drug paraphernalia arrests using the dog.

Jay’s Department is shorthanded because two officers are in the process of obtaining their annual dog handling certification.  Jay left the meeting.

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  There was discussion about creating a Rural Improvement District Policy and Procedures Manual and about creating a Zoning District Policy and Procedures Manual for Beaverhead County.  Rick will start writing draft Policies.  Rick will talk to County Attorney Marv McCann about having Paralegal Mike Gee help with this project.

  The Subdivision Regulations do not address the matter of the County installing road signs for subdivision roads that intersect with a County or state roads.  Creating a Road Sign Installation Policy for Subdivision was discussed.  Rick will write a Subdivision / Development New Road Sign Policy.  A resolution adopting this Policy will be on next week’s agenda.

There was discussion regarding the Merewether Lodge and a site map was reviewed.

The North Lane Project was discussed.  Justin Devers has not returned any of Rick’s calls. The decision was made to proceed with the project.  Rick will set up a meeting with the North Lane residents with the Commissioners.  Rick left the meeting.

The Commissioners held a conference call with MACo Executive Officer Harold Blattie.  State Representative Debby Barrett has contacted Harold regarding her concern over the Dillon Airport Affect Area Regulations Ordinance.  A conference call with JPIA’s Land Use Consultant and Attorney Myra Shults was set for this afternoon.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners present.

The Commissioners held a conference call with Myra Shultz regarding the Dillon Airport Affect Area Regulations.  Myra agreed to review the proposed changes to the draft AAA Regulations Ordinance.

The Commissioners held a conference call with Bob Denning from Denning, Downing, and Associates CPAs.  Present were Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley, Clerk and Recorder Debby Scott, Dillon Tribune reporter Barbara Bauerle, and concerned citizen Lynn Giles.  Bob called to clarify the County’s audit findings because of the article in the Dillonite.  Bob Denning gave the County an unqualified audit report, which is the highest rating that can be given to a County. Bob stated that the Dillonite Dailey should print a retraction of its Friday, August 3, 2007 article and apologize to the County. 


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 22- August 4, 2007 invoices for a total of $151,186.67. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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