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August 8, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, August 8, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the August 1, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

	MOTION:	Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the August 1, 2011 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for July 31 – August 6, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA
· Bladed on Crystal and Anderson Lanes.
· Applied dust abatement on Stone Creek Road.
· Cattleguard replaced on Carter Creek Road.
· Re-set a cattleguard on Hogsback Road.
· Hauled gravel on Carter Creek Road and Anderson Lane.
· Utility locates on Medicine Lodge Road for construction.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked local area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA
· Bladed on the South Valley and Elk Lake Roads.
· Shop and yard maintenance.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 
· Bladed on Lower Bender Creek and Gibbonsville Roads.
· Hauled rock to repair a washout on Gibbonsville Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Scott reported that a few cattleguards have been installed and the crews have been busy with maintenance.  The Carter Creek Road project has been completed.
Next week work will be started on Medicine Lodge Road.  All the utility locates have been completed and Vigilante Electric will relocate the power pole.  

There was discussion about Mike Marsh becoming the lead mechanic.  Mike’s six month probation period will be completed in the middle of September.  At this time Mike’s pay status will be changed to lead mechanic.

Last week Scott and Jim did an inspection of the Argenta Bridge.  Scott believes it will be simple to make a new road to the Bridge.

Jim asked if he could start the preliminary engineering for the geotech and site survey on the Argenta Bridge.  The Commissioners told Jim to wait at least a week. Jim’s rough estimate for the geotech is $6,000 to $7,000 and $4,000 to $5,000 for the survey.

Commissioner McGinley informed Scott that a cattleguard is needed for Miller Lane, which will be placed approximately one mile off of Sweetwater Road.  Scott will also remove the wire gate.

The Commissioners would like to have this cattleguard installed before regular hunting season.  

Removing the hump in Sage Creek Road was discussed.  A power pole will have to be relocated.
 
Jim has sent out notices of the public meeting on the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the three TSEP Bridges and a notice of “Request For Proposals” (RFP) on engineering services for bridge evaluations and inventory.  The public meeting for the draft EA will be August 22, 2011 at 10:30 a.m.  The RFP’s will be opened on August 29, 2011 at 11:00 a.m.
There was discussion of the Commissioners’ draft response letter to the BLM’s letter dated July 21, 2011 regarding the BLM’s wilderness policy.  A copy of the Commissioners’ letter will be sent to BLM Field Manager Tim Bozorth and the Congressional delegation.

Delbert Hunt joined the meeting.  Mr. Hunt showed the Commissioners and Jim a plat of the Argenta Townsite.  The streets in Argenta are platted as 80 feet wide. Furnace Street and Galena Street and the alley in Block 2 are encroached upon by trailers, buildings, etc.  Mr. Hunt needs to be able to access his property with his equipment, but the encroachments make it too dangerous.  Jim stated that are also water and sewer lines that run under one of the streets.  Jim feels no proper permit was ever obtained for the sewer.  At the Commissioners’ request Deputy County Attorney Evan Moppert joined the meeting.  The situation was explained to Evan. Tomorrow at 2:00 p.m. Evan, Mr. Hunt, and Commissioner Rice will do a site inspection and take pictures of Furnace Street, Galena Street, and the alley.  Evan will then write a letter to the person or persons that have encroached on the streets. 

Budget Discussions:

The Commissioners discussed budgets.

Lunch Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley and Commissioner Rice present.  

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

The Commissioners worked on budgets, opened their mail and email and responded accordingly.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the July 31 – August 6, 2011 invoices for a total of $59,738.63, beginning with check #180584  and ending with check #180656. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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