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August 9, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, August 9, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  


MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland   moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the August 2, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn, and County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting. 

The following Road Report for August 1 – 7, 2010: was submitted.

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Bannack Bench (Hwy 324), Corinne, Carter Creek,

· Bladed and watered on Albers Lane and Stone Creek Road.

· Applied 210 tons of dust abatement on Stone Creek Road.

· Moved the detour bridge from Corinne Trail to the shop for repair.

· Hauled gravel on Stone Creek and on the Midway at the Fairgrounds.

· Mowed on the following roads and lanes:  Ten Mile, Old Stage, Old Armstead, Bannack Bench, West, Wolfe, Big Sheep Creek, Airport, Gleed, Steel Bridge, Sheep Canyon, Fitters, Gosman, Oregon Shortline and Munday.

· Willow control on the following roads:  Medicine Lodge, Mansfield, Schoolhouse, Corinne, Bachelor Mountain, Pioneer, Bannack Bench, Burma, Schuler, Browne’s Bridge and Rebich.

· Road checked the Horse Prairie, Grasshopper, Glen and Dillon area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the following roads:  Medicine Lodge, Bimat and Lima Dam, 

· Moved the detour bridge from Corinne Trail to the shop for repair.

· Hauled gravel on Bimat Lane and Gravely Lane

· Cattleguard repair on Old Armstead Road.

· Moved equipment to Dillon. 

· Road checked the Dell, Lima and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on Gibbonsville and Lower North Fork Roads.

· Sign work for bridge repair on Upper North Fork Road.  This bridge will be closed beginning August 9th  and possibly for two weeks.  

· Road checked Little Lake Creek and Steel Creek Roads.
· Equipment service and repair.  
Mike reported that early in the Blacktail Deer Creek Project, Richard Miller borrowed County barricades and signs for the project without checking them out through the Road Department.  Jim will ask Coleman to return the signs and barricades.

The State’s bridge evaluation of County bridges shows that there are some bridge signs that need to be posted.  The crew will look at each site with deficient signage and will then order the appropriate signs.  

Mike informed the Commissioners that federal law mandates that in 2010 road signs have to be replaced with new reflective signs.  Later today, Jamie will submit a cost estimate to the Commissioners for these signs. 

Jim reported that the County has 168 bridges on its road system.  In the past seven years the County has replaced seven of the bridges.

Mike reported that this week the North Valley Road and Brundage Lane would be bladed. A pipe at Craver Creek on Medicine Lodge Road will be installed.  The North Fork Road will be closed until August 20 for the replacement of the bridge.  At this time a pipe will also be put in Smith Gulch.

Lonny Rand and Scott Jones will be staying at the Nez Pierce Motel in Wisdom while they are working on the North Fork Road Bridge.  The County will pay for the motel and will pay per diem.

There was discussion about the graveling of Fern Lane.  Mike asked the Commissioners to contact the Homeowners’ Association and ask them to remove the drainage language from the letter the Association sent to the Commissioners outlining the work that they want done on Fern Lane.  Commissioner Rice will try to get an onsite meeting set sometime next week with the Association, Mike, and a Commissioner to discuss the Fern Lane project.    

Commissioner Haugland told Mike that he received a compliment from Joe and Aggie Helle about the magchloriding of Stone Creek Road. 

There was discussion about the people who installed the awning at the 4-H Building and the lack of insurance, etc.  The County will install guardrail poles around the awning so that vehicles will not run into it.  Mike will mark the area where Commissioner Haugland will dig the holes.

The Department of Revenue has the Dillon sewage lagoons and the Mountain View Cemetery listed as owned by the County.  Jim will research the ownerships.

Jim reported that the County should receive the geotech report for the Birch Creek Bridge this week.  The preliminary report recommends piling.

The Depot bids for the framing, insulation, and electrical will be advertised in the paper this week.  On Monday Jim should receive a cost for re-pointing the Depot bricks.

Jed has revised the letter to the residents of Eliason Lane, which will include a support letter for each resident to sign. Copies of ownership maps made by GIS Coordinator will be sent with each letter.  

Chairman McGinley will follow-up on the proposed contract with the Dillon Softball Association.

Chairman McGinley distributed copies of the preliminary budgets to the Commissioners.  The budgets were reviewed and discussed.

Drought Task Force:

The following people joined the meeting. 
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Chairman McGinley turned the meeting over to Larry Laknar.

1. Bureau of Rec/East Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Water Users – Dennis Miotke

Dennis read the following report:
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2. NCRS:   No Report.

3. Wildfire:

DNRC:  Don Copple

There is not much happening across the forest.  There was some smoke in Little Sheep Creek, but it wasn’t found.  There were fires on the Idaho side, but none of them threatened Beaverhead County.  It is still green up high, but the valley bottoms are dry.  The forecast is for lightening all week.

Forest Service:  Tom Osen

There is minimal activity.  One crew was sent to the Bitterroot and one was sent up north.  A helicopter from the Kiabab National Forest is based at the Dillon Airport and will be here until late August.  There is a three-year agreement with this helicopter.   A national helicopter is also based at the Dillon Airport. The crews are working on ground fuel projects.

Fire Warden:  Scott Marsh

It has been a slow summer, but there is potential for fires.  There was one grass fire in the Rebish Subdivision.  Ravalli, Carbon, Musselshell, Treasure, and are not allowing burning, but Scott feels burning permits in Beaverhead County can still be issued. 

The Beaverhead Deerlodge National Forest Dillon District gave a pump unit to the Jackson Fire Department and a slip in unit to the County revamped to fit County trucks.

BLM:  No Report.

4. Grazing:

Forest Service – Tom Osen

There has been a lot of rain.  There have been no real problems with the cattle on the forest.  There is a lot of water in the hills and a lot of grass growth.

BLM:  No Report

State Lands:  No Report

5. National Weather Service – Gina Loss:


Gina gave a power point presentation (see attached) on the following:

· Departure from Average Temperature – July 2010 – Near normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – July 2010, Below to well below normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – Water Year 2010 – Below to well below normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation - Crop Year 2010 – Mostly near normal. 

· Departure from Average Temperature – August 2010 – Near to slightly above normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – August 1-7, 2010 – Above normal north and southeast.

· Dillon Accumulated Precipitation by Water Year.

· Average precipitation.

· Clark Canyon Reservoir.

· Clark Canyon Reservoir Trends.

· USGS Gauge Readings – Monday, August 9, 2010.

· Montana Drought Status Map – July 2010.

· Observed Fire Danger – August 8, 2010

· (Experimental) Shrub Moisture.

· Energy Release Component – Big Hole & Southwest Montana.

· 100-hour Fuels – Big Hole & Southwest Montana.

· 1000-hour Fuels – Big Hole & Southwest Montana.

· Energy Release Component – South Central Montana/Yellowstone National Park.

· 100-hour Fuels – South Central Montana/Yellowstone National Park.

· 1000-hour Fuels – South Central – Montana/Yellowstone National Park.

· 6 to 10 Day Outlook.

· 8 to 14 Day Outlook.

· August Outlook

· September – November Outlook – Issued July 15, 2010.

· El Nino/La Nina

      6. 
Farm Service Agency:   No report.

7. City of Dillon:  No Report.

8.
Extension Service:  No Report.

9. Fish, Wildlife, and Parks:  No report.

10. Drought Report – Larry Laknar:

Larry gave his PowerPoint presentation on the following (see attached): 

· Clark Canyon Dam

· Graphs on Clark Canyon Dam.

· Graphs on Lima Reservoir.

· Information on various Reservoirs.

· Report on National Fire Activity.

11. Other Business:  
There was no other business to discuss.
12. Montana Drought Advisory Committee: The Committee will meet August 18, 2010.

13.Next meeting:  The Drought Task Force will meet on Monday, September 13, 2010.
Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 11:40 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Opening of and Action on Depot Furnace Bids:

County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting. Two bids have been received for the Depot furnace.  The bid specifications were for a Carrier furnace or equal.

West Electric - Dillon:     $23,500 for a Carrier furnace

Temp Right – Missoula:  $22,216 for a Trane furnace, plus an acknowledgement of Addendum #1.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the bids be taken under advisement and awarded at a later date. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Discussion and Action on Retrofitting of Museum’s Lights:

Rapid Electric submitted a lighting-retrofitting bid of $7,950 for the Museum buildings. The estimate was 7,500. The reporting and paperwork for this project is extensive.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman McGinley seconded that the bids be taken under advisement and awarded at a later date.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

 Jim informed the Commissioners that Coleman Construction has submitted a $13,800 change order for the Blacktail Deer Creek Project.  After a wall was built the engineers felt it needed to be changed so Coleman had to removed the entire wall and rebuild it.  Jim feels that the engineers should pay for this change order.

Preliminary Budgets:

No one came to review the preliminary budgets.

Other Topics of Discussion:

There were no other topics brought up for discussion.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the August 1 - 7, 2010 invoices for a total of $73,812.03. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

No public comments were received.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.    
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PROGRESS REPORT
CLARK CANYON RESERVOIR:

ELEVATION STORAGE
YEAR: July 31, 2010 5545.37 170,621 aff
YEAR: July 31, 2009 5543.48 161,056 aff
Difference + 9,565 alf

Present Elevation: 5543.93 feet Storage: 163,376 a/f 113% Avg.; 93% full
Inflows (Last five (5) days Average 362 cfs/day
Present releases: 770 cfs

INFLOWS FOR: July2010 25,383 a/f 413 cfs/day 104% Avg.
INFLOWS FOR: July 2009 19,476 alff 317 cfs/day 80% Avg.

RELEASES FOR: July 2010 43,607 a/f ~ Storage Loss: 18,224 aff
RELEASES FOR: July 2009 34,800 a/f Storage Loss: 15,324 a/f

Lima:
Aug 9, 2010 Elevation: 6578.83 feet Storage: 62,228 a/f 131 % Avg, 73% Full
Aug 9, 2009 Elevation: 6575.93 feet Storage: 49,536 a/f 103 % Avg, 58% Full

Present Releases: 281 cfs Inflows: 88 cfs (5 day average)
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