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August 11, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, August 11, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the August 4, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the minutes of the August 4, 2008 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Department Report for August 3 - 9, 2008:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on Mansfield Lane and Bachelor Mountain Road.

· Mowed on the Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway.

· Screened gravel at the Matador Gravel Pit.

· Hauled gravel to Sweetwater Road.

· Dug out and filled on the bridge-failed culvert/bridge on Sweetwater Road.

· Watered Blacktail and Sweetwater Roads.

· Moved equipment.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Hauled gravel to Sweetwater Road.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed and watered Schoolhouse Road, Lower Bender Creek Road and the roads in Dewey, Wise River, Wisdom and Jackson.

· Cleaned the ditch from a rockslide on the Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway at mile marker 13.

· Equipment service and repair.

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) does not have the money this year. to fix the soft spot on Highway 324, but it might have the money next year.  The County has this spot signed very well.

Sweetwater Road has been graveled from the end of the pavement past Fox Ridge Run.  The Road was built so that the water does not run out on the Road.

The culvert on the east side of the Cemetery was actually a bridge in the middle of two ends of a 42-inch culvert.  The bridge has failed and Richard has ordered a new culvert.

The length for the bridges on Reeder and Railroad Streets will be 45 feet long.  Richard will be meeting with Peccia Engineering representatives and the subcontractors to get the design started. 

The invoice for the Lovell Road project has been submitted to the Financial Administrator.  Richard will talk to the REA about moving the power pole and he will also contact the telephone company.

The Commissioners and Richard discussed the road and bridge budget. Richard left the meeting.  

Other Business:

Fire Warden Scott Marsh briefly joined the meeting.  Wayne Fitzwater in the Grasshopper Valley has asked for permission to burn two piles of brush.  The Valley has received two inches of rain in the last few days.  Wayne also has a couple of sources of water near by.  The Commissioners agreed with Scott that Wayne be allowed to burn.  Scott will notify the dispatcher and the fire chiefs. Scott left the meeting.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
The Sheriff was unable to attend the meeting.

County Attorney’s Office Update:
County Attorney Jed Fitch was in a Justice Court trial in the morning but joined the meeting in the afternoon.  
Drought Task Force: 
The following people joined the meeting:
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Introductions were given and Chairman Rice turned the meeting over to Larry. 

Bureau of Reclamation/East  Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Water Users – Dennis Miotke:


Clark Canyon Dam


Storage:


July 31, 2008     Elevation:  5,524.09
Storage: 79,284 Acre Feet


July 31, 2007     Elevation:  5,520.80
Storage: 68,827 Acre Feet



Difference:      +10,457 Acre Feet


Present Elevation:  5,520.75 Acre Feet    


Present Storage:  68,676 Acre Feet        48% of Avg.


Inflows:


July 2008    15,005 Acre Feet

244 CFS/day -- 62% of average



July 2007    14,826 Acre Feet

241 CFS/day -- 61% of average


The average inflows for the last five days: 197 CFS/day



Releases:


July 2008     43,963-Acre Feet
Storage Used: 28,958 Acre Feet


July 2007     45,303-Acre Feet
Storage Used: 30,477 Acre Feet


Present Release: 605 CFS.


Lima Dam

Elevation: 6,572.84 
Storage: 37,721 Acre Feet  80% of Avg.


Releases: 310 CFS/Day


Inflows:  (last 5 days average) 27 CFS/Day


There will be a Joint Board meeting tomorrow afternoon to discuss the usage of the reservoir and the cutbacks.

Wildfires:

Forest Service - Tom Osen  (Dillon District)

There was no activity this weekend.  Support was given to the Pinter District and to Madison County.

Forest Service - Darren Olsen (Wise River District)

There were a number of lightening strikes from the last storm some there were one-tree type strikes last Saturday in several areas.  These areas were monitored Sunday and the monitoring is being continued.

DNRC – Don Copple

The DNRC assisted with a fire at Blacktail Creek.  There is a fire in Idaho south of Alaska Basin.  The fire has barely made it into Montana.  The DNRC reminded Idaho that there are County structures in the area.  Because this is a Fire Use fire the County will not be responsible for the cost.

Dillon Fire Department and Fire Warden – Scott Marsh

The Fire Department gave assistance on the Blacktail Creek fire.  The County has closed private lands to burning.  

Grazing:

Forest Service  - Darren Olsen    

There are no restrictions yet.  In some areas grazing use is meeting the standards sooner.  Grazing will be continued throughout the forest.  Riparian areas are a large concern and some creeks are being monitored.

Forest Service – Tom Osen

Two permits have failed the standards.  Areas are starting to dry out, but the water in the streams and springs has held out better than last year.  The cattle are being moved faster.

National Weather Service – Brian Waranauskas

Brian Waranauskas from the National Weather Service gave her power point presentation via the Internet and conference call.  Updates were given on the following: Temperature Anomalies July 2008; Percent of Normal Precipitation – Water Year 2008; Percent of Normal Precipitation - Crop Year 2008; Departure from Average Temperature  - July 1 - 7 2008; Percent of Average Precipitation – August 1 - 78 2008; 

Precipitation Totals August 1 – 9, Average Precipitation, NRCS Surface Water Supply Index August 1, 2008; USGS Gauge Readings – Saturday, August 9, 2008; Dillon Accumulated Precipitation by Water Year; Clark Canyon Reservoir; Clark Canyon Reservoir – Elevation 2004-2008 and Average; Montana Drought Status Map – July 2008; National Drought Monitor – issued August 5, 2008; Predictive Service Area – Fuels and Fire Danger; NR06- Big Hole, Montana – Energy Release Component, NR06 Big Hole, Montana – 1000-Hour Fuel Moisture; Observed 10-Hour Fuels August 8, 2008; Wildland Fire outlook August 9, 2008; Seasonal Significant Wildland Fire Outlook  September – November 2008; Significant Fire Potential portal; Wildland Fire Outlook – August 1- 31, 2008; 8 to 14 Day Outlook - 500mb heights and anomalies; 6 to 10 Day Outlook – Temperature and Precipitation; 8 to 14 Day outlook 500mb Heights and Anomalies; August Outlook; El Nino/lLa Nina;  September - November Outlook; Drought Outlook Issued – Issued  August 7, 2008.


Fish, Wildlife, and Parks – Dick Oswald

 Last Monday there was a conference all with all regional biologists and the regional managers regarding thermal monitoring, and for the first time in recent memory none of them had any demands to put out temperature loggers and no one was having any kind of problems anywhere in the region.  The flows from the upper Centennial, upper Big Hole upper Ruby are above the long-term median flows.  The thunderstorms last week put the Big Hole over 100 CFS in the Melrose area.  As of this morning the North Fork is putting out over 200 CFS.  The thunderstorms produced sediment flow out of the Grasshopper Creek and Clark Canyon last week,

Next Meeting Drought Task Force Meeting

The next Drought Task Force meeting will be September 8 2008, at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ room. The Drought Task Force left the meeting.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

County Attorney Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  Jed reviewed the petition to alter Coyote Creek Road.  The maps of the area and the MCA codes for altering roads were reviewed and there was lengthy discussion.  A call was made to the BLM regarding obtaining a right-of-way through BLM property.   Lynn Cole from Beaverhead Title Company has been in contact with the BLM and has obtained a right-of-way application.  Lynn Cole was called and the Commissioners were informed that she is completing the BLM right-of-way application and will submit when it is completed.  It is formally noted that the County has received a petition to alter Coyote Creek Road, that the Clerk and Recorder has certified all signatures, and that the investigation to determine the feasibility, the desirability and the cost of granting this petition has been started.  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the County seek a right-of-way from the BLM before proceeding with the abandonment/alteration of Coyote Creek Road. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











It was agreed that Chairman Rice would continue with the investigation.  When the right-of-way from the BLM is submitted this matter will be put on the Commissioners’ agenda at which time the investigation report will be submitted.

Clerk of the Jackson Water and Sewer Board wants to retire and a Board of Directors meeting will be held in September.  Ed Howery owns a lot next to the Jackson Fire Hall but has not paid for sewer or water since 1991.  There was discussion about putting a lien on Mr. Howery’s property.  Jed will look into this matter.

Jed has talked to Sanitarian Larry Laknar and there are some people contesting that the County should run sewer and water districts.

There was discussion about the Fairground’s water agreement.  This matter will not be dealt with at this time.  Jed left the meting.
Second Reading and Action on the Sweetwater Speed Limit Ordinance:

The second reading of the Ordinance was given and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the speed limit ordinance for Sweetwater Road be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media

Old Business:

In the middle of July the Commissioners received a request from Ray Gross, Engineer of the Miracle Mountain Minor Subdivision, asking that $8,000 of the $10,000 in Bennett Owen’s letter of credit be released because most of the work listed in the Improvements Agreement has been completed.  The cost estimate for the completion of the rest of the work is $1,200. After some discussion the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that if approved by the State Bank, $8,000 of the $10,000 letter of credit be released.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Planner Rick Hartz will contact the State Bank about this matter.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the August 3 – 9, 2008 invoices for a total of $58,616.93. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Budgets

The Commissioners worked on County budgets.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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