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August 15, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, August 15, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn filling in for Patti Odasz.  

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones and County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for August 7 – 13, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA
· Bladed on Carter Creek Road and at the Fairgrounds.
· Finished Carter Creek gravel and reclaimed.
· Installed cattleguards on the following roads: Birch Creek, Hogsback and Miller off of Sweetwater.
· Repaired cattleguards.
· Hauled gravel on Steel Creek Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked local area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA
· Bladed on the South Valley Road.
· Mowed roads in the Lima and Dell area.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 
· Bladed on Little Lake Creek and Steel Creek Roads.
· Hauled gravel on Steel Creek Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Road Supervisor Scott Jones reported the cattleguard was installed at Miller Road off of Sweetwater Road.  No fencing was put in or a gate.   

Scott reported the Road Department will start on the Medicine Lodge Road project.   The light pole at Paul Hansen’s ranch will be removed by Vigilante Electric for the project.  The Road Department will be working on the road for a while.

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.

Scott discussed the letter from DNRC regarding the Apex Gravel pit stating the landowners’ desire to have an annual meeting regarding the gravel pit.   

The Road Department will be hand patching on Laknar, Webster and Schuler Lanes this week.  Hand patching will also be done on Blacktail Road.   

Commissioner Garth Haugland reported someone wanted signage to slow traffic on Crystal Lane.  Scott pointed out that Crystal Lane is a subdivision road and they will need to do something privately.  Scott suggested they get a utility locate for the sign placement.  Garth will contact the person who called.  

Scott reported that Dean Stodden called to say that Gilman Construction will have a hot mix plant in the Lima area on I-15 from Lima to Monida.  Dean asked if we had a need for hot mix.  After a discussion, it was decided we really don’t need any hot mix for any projects for the County.

Scott reported Matt Jaeger from Fish, Wildlife and Parks called about a culvert on O’Dell Creek.  FWP may be buying the culverts and we will install them.  He also discussed a culvert on Long Creek on the Ruby Divide Road.

County Attorney Jed Fitch reported a culvert on Canyon Creek that is in bad shape.  He was there over the weekend.  There is also a cattleguard nearby that should be inspected.  Scott Jones said he will check it out.

County Engineer Jim Carpita reported on the Argenta Bridge.  He is adding this bridge to the TSEP grant for the geotech services with the other three TSEP bridges grant.
He pulled and reviewed the files for the streets in Argenta.  

Jim sent out six (6) RFQ’s for the TSEP planning grant.  He sent out four (4) packages for the TSEP planning grant.  He sent out a draft for the Anderson Lane bridge specifications to TSEP for their review.  He is working on the general arrangement drawings for permit applications for the Anderson Lane Bridge.  

Budget Discussion:

The Commissioners reviewed the budgets.

Lunch Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break Commissioner McGinley and Commissioner Rice present.  

Hearing on Beaverhead County Trails Master Plan:

At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Haugland opened the hearing on the County Trails Master Plan with Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice, Secretary Jamie Flynn and the following people present:
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County Planner Rick Hartz started the hearing.  Those in attendance signed in.  A brief background was given by Rick.  The Recreational Trails Master Plan was presented to the Commissioners.  Rick reported this plan idea got started when WWC engineering and Jeremy Fadness gave a presentation to the Beaverhead Trails Coalition about a year and a half ago.  He mentioned the different problems for the different trails ideas.  The master plan also talks about funds needed to complete the trails.  Fish, Wildlife and Parks and DNRC have grants that we could apply for.  Jeremy Fadness said he would be willing to help with this.
Commissioner Haugland asked Rick if the new hospital foundation CEO got in touch with him about offering the land for trails at the new hospital.  Rick said they are looking at a way to get from the old hospital to the new hospital.  Rick said communications will remain open with the hospital.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Haugland asked if the Commissioners had any other questions or comments.  He then opened the hearing up to the public.  

City Council Member Lynn Westad said that some of the plan intersects with the city and they want the opportunity to have the master plan fit with what the city also wants.  

Rick reported that he did talk to City Operations Director JS Turner about the initial plan.  JS said he would try to find some money from the City.  Later JS said they didn’t have money to be a contributor.  

Rick asked Lynn if he could see a copy of the plan from the City.  She said they really don’t have one, but they want the city and county to mesh.

City Attorney Duke Gilbert spoke about the plan from long ago about the City’s bike trail.  He had a copy of Joint Resolution R-93-11 that was dated in 1993.  Duke wanted to mark up the map with the designated plans that already exist.  He gave the group his ideas of where he thinks the master plan should go with future trails.  He hopes the city and county can get together for a plan to figure out the light maintenance and other topics.  Duke said he thinks that $800k has been wasted on past projects.  

Larry Skiles talked about people walking and riding bikes on Highway 91 South.  He wanted to encourage the county to adopt the master plan for the trails.  He is in favor of the trails system.  He wanted to thank the folks that have been working on this plan.  

Commissioner Haugland asked if there were any other comments. Lynn Westad reiterated that the City was in favor of the master plan, but wants the county to work together with the city.  

County GIS Scott Marsh said he thinks the people in the county and city are ready for the trails plan and want us to get started.  He is in favor of the plan.  

Garth thanked everyone for coming to the public hearing and adjourned the hearing.

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

Chairman Haugland reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting. No old business or other topics of discussion.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the August 7 – 13, 2011 invoices for a total of  $89,766.42 beginning with check #180657 and ending with check #180711. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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