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August 16, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, August 16, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the August 9, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the August 9, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Manager Mike Shafer, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and Road Secretary Jamie    Flynn joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for August 8 –14, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on Medicine Lodge Road.

· Bridge repair on the Upper North Fork Road.  Bridge #064-W.

· Culvert installation on Craver Creek on Medicine Lodge Road.

· Hauled gravel on Medicine Lodge Road.

· Willow control on the following roads:  Bloody Dick, Lemhi, Ten Mile, Highway 324 and Medicine Lodge, 

· Road checked the Byway, Melrose, Horse Prairie, Glen and Dillon area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  North Valley, Sage Creek, Little Sheep, Stibal and Lima Dam.

· Hauled gravel on Sage Creek Road.

· Road checked the Dell, Lima and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 
    

· Bridge repair on the Upper North Ford Road.  Bridge #064-W.

Chairman McGinley reported that the County has received a $3,182 check from JPA and a $1,007 check from JPIA for credit reimbursements.  The $3,182 will be budgeted in the Safety Budget. The $1,007 will be budgeted and used towards the insurance premium.

There was discussion about purchasing new training materials for the County’s CDL Drug and Alcohol Training Program.  The Commissioners approved the purchase of the materials.

Mike reported that the work on the North Fork Bridge is 60 percent complete.  Last week Mike did an onsite inspection of Big Lake Creek Road.  Big Lake Creek Road needs a lot of work and after the North Fork Road Bridge project is completed the crew will start work on it.  Doing this work will put other projects off until a later date.  The work on this road will take two to three weeks to complete.  Mike has rented an apartment for the crew, which is cheaper than the motel room they have been renting.  The gravel for Big Lake Creek Road will be taken out of the state’s gravel pit located on Highway 278.  The work on Fern Lane will now be done the latter part of September.

On Wednesday, August 18, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. there will by a walk through on the Scenic Byway project.  The Commissioners will let Mike know if one of them can attend the walk through.

Mike informed the Commissioners that the Air Force’s investigation of the helicopter crash at the Wise River Airport would take one to one and one-half months.

Commissioner Haugland informed Mike that a crane and concrete truck would be using Little Lake Creek Road to access the Johnson Ranch. There is concern about two culverts collapsing from the load.  Mike said to have them go ahead and use the road, because new culverts have been ordered.  If the culverts collapse the County will be filled them in and after the hauling is complete the new culverts will be installed.

Liz and Don Jones have had a calf and cow killed on the Scenic Byway and would like to have more “cattle on road” signs installed. Mike checked last week and there is not a speed limit sign on the Wise River side of the Byway.  Mike will review the speed limit ordinances to find out if there is a speed limit ordinance for this area.

From August 16 – 20, 2010, the Montana Department of Transportation will be doing a gas tax road inventory in Beaverhead County.

Mike has ordered 1,000 yards of gravel in the Lima area.

Jim will look into the Dillon shop floor project.

Jim informed the Commissioners that on August 11th, the Blacktail Deer Creek project contractor advised him that he considers this project complete.  When the contractor submits a “Certification of Completion”, this will trigger the engineer to schedule a final inspection.  All the entities involved in the project will be invited to the final inspection.  When Jim finds out the tentative dates of this inspection he will let the Commissioners know.  After this inspection a punch list will be generated.  Most of the FEMA monies were used on the two bridges.    Last Wednesday Jim talked to Dillon City Operations Manager J.S. Turner about the Reeder Street crossing.  J.S. has not heard from the Railroad regarding this crossing, so he will call the Railroad.   The crossing has no cross arms and the timbers are unbolted. Dillon Police Chief Paul Craft wants this crossing opened for Labor Day, but that is up to the Railroad. Commissioner Haugland reported that the Railroad Avenue Bridge drives nicely.

Forest Service Engineer Dick Judge referred Jim to Bob Duhame for an auger to check the grandstands at the Fairground, but Jim has been unable to contact Bob.

Jim reported that he almost has the paperwork for Title II monies complete.  Sharon Sawyer from the Forest Service will write the contract.  Jim will email Sharon a draft document today to get her approval before the Commissioners’ sign it.

There was discussion about the removal of the wrecked Dillon Police car and about a confiscated car in the parking lot.  At the Commissioners’ request Chief of Police Paul Craft joined the meeting and discussed this matter.  Paul is working on getting rid of both cars.  The Commissioners offered to store the confiscated car in the Weed Shop.

Discussion & Action on BLM MOU:
Beaverhead Outdoors Association (BOA) Representative Steve Jennings joined the meeting.  Previous to this meeting the BLM emailed for the Commissioners to review a draft copy of the Mountain States Transmission Intertie Project Memorandum of Understanding between several federal, state, and local agencies.  Steve stated that the BOA encourages and supports the County on this matter and is supportive of any tool that will help the County on this project.  The BOA is in favor of the MISI project as long as it is constructed within the existing utility corridor.  The following would be the County’s responsibilities:

1.  Act as Cooperating Agencies to the project.

2. Inform the Lead and Cooperating Agencies of any substantive communications the Counties engage in concerning the preparation of the EIS.

3. Accept the Lead Agencies’ legal mandates and current status of the Draft EIS but retain the option of commenting on the Draft EIS when released to the public.  Assist the Lead Agencies in responding to public comments to the Draft EIS and assist in preparation of the Final EIS.

4. Participate in communications regarding the EIS for the Project including, but not limited to conference calls, meetings, and emails.  When appropriate, send a representative(s) to Project-related meetings scheduled by the Lead Agencies.

5.  With the Lead Agencies, participate in public meetings to identify issues and take comments on the EIS.

6. Provide necessary analysis, technical assistance, and review and comment on the EIS and any supporting documents in a timely manner consistent with the Project schedule.

7. Assist Lead Agencies in initiating the Governor’s Consistency Review for potential land use plan amendments if applicable.

8. Assist Lead and Cooperating Agencies in resolution of protests of Federal land use plan amendments if applicable.

9. Power County, Idaho, maintains responsibility in regard to application of Power County’s Comprehensive Plan and County Code.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded Mountain States Transmission Intertie Project Memorandum of Understanding be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

It was decided that Commissioner Rice would be the contact person for this project.
Discussion on Montana Meth Project Paint the State Awards Ceremony:

Tom called the state regarding the Montana Meth Project Paint the State Awards Ceremony. The state has contacted the winners from each county and invited them to the ceremony that will be held on Friday, August 20, 2010 at the Capitol’s rotunda.

Old Business:

No old business was discussed.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. and he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, and Commissioner Rice.  

Other Topics of Discussion:

No other topics were discussed.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the August 15-21, 2010 invoices for a total of $71,009.92. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

There was no public comment.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
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