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August 18, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, August 18, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the August 11, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the minutes of the August 11, 2008 be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Department Report for August 10 – 16, 2008:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Trapper Creek, Cherry Creek, Canyon Creek and Big Horn.

· Repaired soft spots on Medicine Lodge Road.

· Constructed a parking lot for the County Courthouse and the Presbyterian Church.

· Moved equipment.

· Installed the following road signs:  Fox Ridge Drive and a stop sign, Rodeo Trail at the intersection with Blacktail Road, Golden Eagle, Kestrel Drive, Highway 324 on Bannack Bench intersection, 8 ton weight limit on Ashbough Trail.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed Sage Creek Road.

· Hauled millings to Dillon for the County/Presbyterian Church parking lot.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Lower Bender Creek, Upper North Fork and Lower Mussigbrod Creek.

· A hole was covered on the bridge deck of the Swamp Creek bridge (Bridge #070W) on the Lower North Fork Road.

· Road check of area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

The Road Crew will be hauling curb stops to the Presbyterian Parking lot. 

Richard has received a request to grade Birch Creek Road to the Bender Center.

One of the crew will be watering the fairgrounds arena during the Labor Day activates.  Wages will be paid so that if there were an accident the employee would be covered by Worker Compensation.  In the past Richard has not billed Jaycees for the wages.  

Due to budget cuts, Richard was given a Reduction of Force letter.

There was discussion about the Lower North Fork Road. Two culverts need to be installed and approximately 4,000 yards of gravel will be hauled.  Richard will submit a written estimate for the cost of this project.  The Upper North Fork Road also needs new culverts and fill. Richard left the meeting.

Tim Swanson from the Nature Conservancy has suggested to the Commissioners that in the Centennial Valley the County extract the gravel they need before fall.  The County will probably need to hire a contractor to do the extraction.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Jay was given a letter from the Department of Agricultural, Surplus Property informing the County that the Forest Service as a 900 square foot building listed as surplus property.  The Forest Service will give this building to the County at no cost.   This building could be used to store evidence.  There was discussion as to where the building could be located.  Jay will look at the building.

There was discussion about medical bills for inmates.  Jay has been working with County Attorney Jed Fitch about getting judgments to obtain inmates’ personal property to help recoup money for medical expenses.  Jay left the meeting.

New Business

County Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley, Beaverhead Allied Senior Service (BASS) representatives Marcy Bush, Eileene Armstrong, and Frank Allen, joined the meeting. The BASS budget had a deficit of $548.41.  Bass will pay for the deficit, but asked for more time.  The Commissioner will be budgeting $1,800 for FY09 for BASS so Commissioner McGinley suggested that BASS take the $548.41 out of this year’s budget.   There was discussion about the number of trips the BASS bus makes to Dillon and to Butte and that perhaps the trips could be decrease.  The Commissioners and the BASS representatives agreed that for FY09 the contract is kept the same as the last fiscal year and a new contract be written for FY10.  

County Attorney Update

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  The check for the Lovell Road project was issued to the Bumps.  The survey of this area has been completed and just needs the appropriate signatures.  The Bumps will be given to August 2009 to build the fence.

Jed was made aware of the Reduction of Force letter that was given to Richard.  Jed asked the Commissioners to close the meeting to discuss a personnel matter. Chairman Rice closed the meeting.

Chairman Rice reopened the meeting.  There was discussion about the Kambich Estate.  Jed will file a claim against the estate.  

The reorganization of old files in Jed’s office almost complete and the files are located in locked file cabinets.

Jed has advertised the deputy county attorney position in the State Bar Association’s magazine and on its website, at the University of Montana’s recruitment office, in the Montana Standard, and at the Dillon Job Service.  Jed left the meeting.

Planner Rick Hartz – Final Plat of the Martinell 2 Lot Minor Subdivision

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting and presented the Final Plat Report and the final plat of the abovementioned subdivision. The Beaverhead County Planning Department recommends final plat approval of the Martinell 2 Lot Minor Subdivision. 
The conditions that were placed on this subdivision at the time of preliminary plat approval (July 14, 2008) have been met or will be otherwise satisfied prior to the filing of the final plat. The final plat review fee has been paid to Beaverhead County. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the final plat of the Martinell 2 Lot Minor Subdivision be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

















Rick and the Commissioners discussed the Meriwether Ranch matter.  Rick informed the Commissioners that Larry Volkening would like a letter of support from the Commissioners.  The Commissioners agreed to send a letter of support.  Rick left the meeting.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners present.  

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Budgets
The Commissioners worked on County budgets.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the August 10 - 16, 2008 invoices for a total of $14,723.63. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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