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August 21, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on August 21, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the August 7 and 14, 2006 meetings were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the August 7 and 14, 2006 meetings be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway Weekly Newsletter and the Road Report for August 13-19, 2006:


Dillon Area

· Gravel was hauled to Smith Road.

· The school bus turnaround on Smith Road was completed.

· Mailboxes were installed on Smith Road.

· Signs were installed on Thatcher Drive.

· Old Armstead Road and Moose Trail were watered and bladed.

· Repair to a bridge on Mansfield Lane was started.

· Equipment was moved from Dillon to Grant for working on a bridge.

· A gravel pit on Sage Creek Road at mile marker 11 was reclaimed.

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· South Valley Road and Cabin Creek Road/Medicine Lodge Road were bladed.

· The crew attended a safety meeting in Dillon.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· A cattleguard was replaced on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Gravel was hauled to Little Lake Creek Road.

· Equipment was moved from Wisdom to Dillon.

· The crew attended a safety meeting in Dillon.
· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Richard informed the Commissioners that Jon Hoerning wants to construct a driveway to the paved portion of the Ski Hill Road and asked if the approach needs to be paved.  The new Subdivisions Regulations state that an approach on a paved road needs to be paved.  Richard will inform Jon that his approach will need to be paved.


After receiving a phone call about the condition of the Mansfield Lane Bridge Richard did a site inspection of the bridge. As a temporary fix Richard made the decision to install the bridge for Old Corinne Trail over the Mansfield Lane Bridge and then build new approaches.  Approximately 90% of the residents in the area have been notified that the road will be closed Tuesday and Wednesday this week.  The Post Office has also been notified.


Commissioner Rice informed Richard and the Commissioners that John Erb has given approval for the County to use a portion of his field south of the Fairgrounds for Fair and Rodeo parking.  Northwestern Energy will raise the power lines, the Road Crew will remove the willows, and Fair Manager Chris Renfree will mow.  John asked that the ditch be pushed in instead of a culvert being installed.  


There was lengthy discussion about moving the metal building from the Fairgrounds that the County sold to Dean Ovitt.  


Chairman Haugland reminded Richard about Kade Krause’s flooding problem.  Richard will try to get started on this project this fall.


Richard reported that the cluster boxes on Smith Road have been installed and mail delivery will start next Monday.   Richard left the meeting.


County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting.    Commissioner Rice asked Kurt to write an agreement between the County and the Erbs  to use the Erb’s field at the South end of the Fairgrounds for parking during the Fair and the Rodeo.  Marv and Kurt left the meeting.


Ron Morrison and County Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Chairman Haugland asked the other Commissioners if they had any objections to moving the Morrison Minor Subdivision 2 up on the agenda.  There were no objections.


Previous to this meeting the Commissioners were given copies of the Staff Report and Planning Board Recommendations for the preliminary plat of the Morrison Minor Subdivision 2 to review.  


 This proposed 5 lot minor subdivision is located approximately 41/2 miles north of Dillon adjacent to Highway 91 North in the NE1/4 of Section25, Township 6 South, Range 9 West.

This proposal creates five (5) residential lots ranging from 2.26 to 4.98 acres in size. Two of the parcels are a re-division of Lot 1 from the Morrison Minor Subdivision (2002).  

Land use in this area is predominately agriculture, with an increasing number of ranchette type residential development.  The previous Morrison Minor Subdivision platted 5 lots consisting of 20 plus acres located north of this proposal.

The owner of record is Ron Morrison.  


Ron has requested a variance from subdivision regulation IV-A-8(b)(xii) which requires a paved approach back to the property line for an access off of a paved state or county road. The Planning Board voted to recommend denial of this variance request.  

There was discussion regarding the variance request and the Commissioners asked several questions of Ron and Rick.  After further discussion the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the approach to Glenna Lane be paved before final plat approval and that the approach to Morrison Lane that will access Lot 1 not need to be paved.  The motion carried unanimously.











Based on the Findings of Fact and the recommendation of the Beaverhead County Sanitarian, the Beaverhead County Land Use and Planning Staff recommends approval of the preliminary plat of the Morrison 2 Minor Subdivision subject to the following conditions:

(Standard Conditions)

1.

Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) approval for water, sewer, and drainage needs to be obtained prior to final plat approval.

2.

A Beaverhead County septic permit must be obtained prior to any new construction requiring sanitation on this lot.

3.

At the time of occupancy, the entrance to these lots shall be clearly marked with an address sign that complies with the Beaverhead County addressing ordinance.

4.

Certification by a licensed title abstractor showing the names of any lien holders or claimants of record against the land and the written consent to the subdivision from lien holders or claimants of record against the land.

5.

Any and all adopted State and County requirements and standards, which apply to the proposed subdivision, shall be met, unless otherwise waived for cause by the governing body.

6.

The final plat shall be submitted to the County Planner by the developer with the appropriate review fee to ensure compliance with all conditions prior to the approval by the County Commission and recording by the Clerk and Recorder.

7.

A noxious weed management plan will need to be submitted to the Beaverhead County Weed Board and approved by it prior to final plat approval.  A letter-of-credit will be required as part of the approval process.

8.

The owners, heirs, successors, purchasers, and subsequent landowners waive the right to protest the creation of a Special Improvement District, or Rural Special Improvement District to provide improved public services to these parcels.  This waiver is binding, and will run with the lands included in the subdivision and will be clearly stated on the final plat.  

(Site Specific Conditions)

9.     The final covenants shall be submitted to the Planning Department for review prior to final plat approval.

10. An on-site water supply and fill site will be installed prior to final plat approval.  The location and installation must be approved in writing by Fire District #2 as part of this condition. 

11. The access road (Glenna Lane) and cul-de-sac will be constructed to Beaverhead County Subdivision Road Standards and certified as built by a licensed professional engineer when completed.

12. Glenna Lane is a private road to be used for access to the Morrison 2 Minor Subdivision and adjacent lands owned by the developer at this time.  The road cannot be used by adjacent landowners for access without the consent of the property owners association and/or developer.  This language shall appear on the final plat.  

The preliminary plat approval is for a period of not more than three calendar years from the date of approval by the County Commission.  The applicant may request a time extension of preliminary plat approval, but such request must be received prior to the expiration date of this approval for due consideration of the request to occur.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the preliminary plat of the Morrison Minor 2 Subdivision be conditionally approved.  The motion carried unanimously.











Ron left the meeting.


Previous to this meeting the Commissioners were given copies of the Staff Report and Planning Board Recommendations for the preliminary plat of the Comet Ridge Estates III Minor Subdivision to review.

This proposed minor subdivision is located in the SE 1/2 of Section 8, Township 5 South, Range 12 West.  It is adjacent to the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway and borders Comet Ridge Estates II on the west side.

This proposal will create 2-twenty plus acre residential lots, a 1.98-acre residential lot, and a 2.68-acre commercial lot.  The remainder parcel of 17.82 acres is where the owners of record Jim and Drin Becker reside.

Land use in the upper Grasshopper Valley is predominately residential and recreational homesites with some seasonal livestock grazing.  The Beckers have previously platted twenty-one (21) lots on adjacent lands as part of Comet Ridge Estates I and II and the Becker Minor Subdivision.


The same covenants that were imposed on the previous Comet Ridge developments (1 & 2) will apply to these proposed parcels as well.

Based on the Findings of Fact and the recommendation of the Beaverhead County Sanitarian, the Beaverhead County Land Use and Planning Staff recommends approval of the preliminary plat of the Comet Ridge Estates III Minor Subdivision subject to the following conditions:

STANDARD CONDITIONS
1.
Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) approval for lot #3, and the Beaverhead County Sanitarian Sanitary approval for lots 1 and 2 for water and sewer, needs to be obtained prior to final plat approval.

2.
A Beaverhead County septic permit must be obtained prior to any new construction requiring sanitation on this lot.

3.    At the time of occupancy, the entrance to these lots shall be clearly marked with an address sign that complies with the Beaverhead County addressing ordinance.

4.
Certification by a licensed title abstractor showing the names of any lien holders or claimants of record against the land and the written consent to the subdivision from lien holders or claimants of record against the land.

5.
Any and all adopted State and County requirements and standards, which apply to the proposed subdivision, shall be met, unless otherwise waived for cause by the governing body.

6.
The final plat shall be submitted to the County Planner by the developer with the appropriate review fee to ensure compliance with all conditions prior to the approval by the County Commission and recording by the Clerk and Recorder.

7.
A noxious weed management plan will need to be submitted to the Beaverhead County Weed Board and approved by it prior to final plat approval.  A letter-of-credit will be required as part of the approval process.

8.
The owners, heirs, successors, purchasers, and subsequent landowners waive the right to protest the creation of a Special Improvement District, or Rural Special Improvement District to provide improved public services to these parcels.  This waiver is binding and will run with the lands included in the subdivision and will be clearly stated on the final plat.  

SITE SPECIFIC CONDITIONS

9.
The final plat shall show the Clark Creek Ditch and the Grasshopper Ditch delineated with a 30 foot wide ditch easement, 15 foot either side of the ditch centerline.
10.
The final plat shall show the Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway as the correct road name for the highway, and that White Creek Lane is a private road for ingress and egress for the Becker Minor Subdivision, Comet Ridge Estates I, II, and III; and cannot be used by adjacent lands for access without the consent of the property owners association. 

11.
   The final plat shall show the names of the adjacent property owners as well as a 100-foot (50 ft. either side of creek center-line) building setback along Grasshopper Creek. 

12.   The covenants will be submitted to the Planning Department for review prior to final plat approval.  These lots will be governed by the same homeowners association as Comet Ridge Estates I and II.

The preliminary plat approval is for a period of not more than three calendar years from the date of approval by the County Commission.  The applicant may request a time extension of preliminary plat approval, but such request must be received prior to the expiration date of this approval for due consideration of the request to occur.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the preliminary plat of the Comet Ridge Estates III Minor Subdivision be conditionally approved.  The motion carried unanimously.












Rick informed the Commissioners that starting September 1, 2006, Bill Bernasek, the County’s Examining Land Surveyor, is raising his rates to the following:



1- 5 lots 
$65



6-10 lots
$80



11-15 lots
$100

           Over 16 lots   hourly  











Rick asked the Commissioners to raise the County’s fee to $200 per Certificate of Survey or subdivision.  State law caps this fee for counties at $200.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that starting September 1, 2006, the County’s examining land surveyor fees be increased to $200.  The motion carried unanimously.












Rick asked the Commissioners to write a letter to the Planning Board requesting the Board to increase the subdivision fees.


Impact fees were discussed.  Rick left the meeting.  


Fair Manager Chris Renfree joined the meeting and the plans for moving the metal building from the Fairgrounds were finalized. This project will take place tomorrow morning.


Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance.


Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting to submit the easement that the County is giving to Beaverhead County High School for a bus turnaround on the property where the Search and Rescue building is located.  Kurt left the meeting.


The CTEP process was discussed. A public meeting date was set for September 18, 2006, at 4:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ room.


GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh joined the meeting to get approval to pay the $111,000 dispatch office equipment invoice from Dunn Communication’s. Scott was given approval to pay this invoice.


Humane Society representatives Dorothy Stout, Vicki Thornton, and Sue Grayson, Dillon Tribune Reporter J.P. Plutt, Montana Standard Reporter Nick Gevock, Department of Revenue Representatives Cathy Hucke and Lori Casey, KDBM Reporter Lee Squires, County Planner Rick Hartz, Frank Mastandrea, and Jean Stewart joined the meeting.  Dorothy reported that the Whitworth house should be placed on its foundation next Monday morning.


Chairman Haugland stated that before the Commissioners is a Resolution Authorizing Ballot Vote For $16,315 For The Purpose Of Providing Funds For The Improvement, Operation And Maintenance Of The Humane Society Of Beaverhead County.

Chairman Haugland read the ballot language in the Resolution.  If the electorate passes this ballot, issue it will not be until November of 2007 that the money is collected.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the a Resolution Authorizing Ballot Vote For $16,315 For The Purpose Of Providing Funds For The Improvement, Operation And Maintenance Of The Humane Society Of Beaverhead County



be adopted.











Chairman Haugland asked for questions or comments.  Rick asked if the mills or the dollar amount is approximate?  Chairman Haugland responded that it is the mills that are approximate.  


Chairman Haugland called for the vote.




The motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION NO.  2006-19

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BALLOT VOTE FOR $16,315 FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF BEAVERHEAD COUNTY.

WHEREAS, the Humane Society of Beaverhead County provides a quality, professional shelter where animals are provided a safe haven, and people have convenient access for recovery and adoption of lost and homeless animals; and

WHEREAS, the Humane Society of Beaverhead County provides animal rescue and retention services for the Beaverhead County Sheriffs Office and the City of Dillon, and the cost of providing all services are currently funded solely by donations and fund raising done by the Humane Society of Beaverhead County; and

WHEREAS, the Humane Society of Beaverhead County needs Sixteen Thousand Three Hundred and Fifteen Dollars ($16,315) to improve, maintain and operate its facilities to accomplish its mission of providing Beaverhead County with an animal safe haven; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of operation and maintenance of the Humane Society of Beaverhead County will continue to increase with the increase in the county’s human and pet populations, the mill levy will not have a durational limit.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Beaverhead County Commissioners hereby place the following measure on the ballot of the November 7, 2006 election.



“Shall the Beaverhead County Commissioners be authorized raise Sixteen Thousand Three Hundred and Fifteen Dollars ($16,315), approximately one (1) mill, for the purpose of subsidizing a portion of the operation and maintenance of the Humane Society of Beaverhead County.  The impact of the proposed levy will be an additional $2.12 tax on a home valued at $100,000, and an additional $4.23 tax on a home valued at $200,000.  There will be no durational limit on the proposed mill levy.”

· For, Humane Society Mill Levy

· Against, Humane Society Mill Levy

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Beaverhead County Election Administrator, pursuant to the provisions of Section 7-4-2611, and 13-1-108, MCA and other applicable laws, shall give appropriate notice of the above in the manner prescribed by law for noticing of election.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

GARTH L. HAUGLAND

CHAIRMAN

MICHAEL J. MCGINLEY 

COMMISSIONER

C. THOMAS RICE

COMMISSIONER

ATTEST:

ROSALEE B. RICHARDSON

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER


Chairman Haugland stated that before the Commissioners is a Resolution Authorizing Ballot Vote For $200,000 For The Purpose Of Providing For The Public Safety Of Citizens.  Chairman Haugland explained that it has come to the point that substantial cuts will have to be made in the Sheriff’s office or an additional source of revenue to support this operation need to be found. Chairman Haugland explained that to comply with jail standards the jail had to be fully staff, that meant that three more jailers were hired which added approximately $130,000 to the jail costs.  Chairman Haugland also explained that the money for juvenile detention comes out of the Sheriff’s budget that this past year several juveniles where held for almost a year and that there is no way to budget for this type of thing. Chairman Haugland asked for questions or comments.  Rick Hartz gave an update on the County’s valuation since 1980.  Lori Casey distributed handouts showing the County’s taxable value from 1995 to 2006 and the Legislative Impact on Reappraisal.  Harold stated that he feels the Sheriff’s budget is very conservative and that speaking as a taxpayer he feels that this levy needs to pass.   Lori explained the handouts and answered questions.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Resolution Authorizing Ballot Vote For A 12.25 Mill Levy For The Purpose Of Providing For The Public Safety Of Citizens be adopted.











Chairman Haugland asked for further discussion.  There being no further discussion Chairman Haugland called for the vote.



The motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION NO.  2006-20

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BALLOT VOTE FOR $200,000 FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLIC SAFETY OF CITIZENS

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Sheriff’s Office is the governmental entity responsible for providing law enforcement services and ensuring the public safety of the citizens of Beaverhead County; and 

WHEREAS, the costs of providing these services has steadily increased for several years; and  

WHEREAS, the revenue available to the County to fund these services has not significantly increased in the past several years, and is not expected to deviate from that trend; and  

WHEREAS, in the next fiscal year it will be necessary to appropriate an additional Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) to the Sheriff’s Office to maintain the current level of law enforcement services; and  

WHEREAS, there does not appear to be any remedy for this shortfall and no solution for the disparity between the greater rate of increase in operating costs and the lesser rate of increase in available revenue, the mill levy increase will not have a durational limit.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Beaverhead County Commissioners hereby place the following issue on the ballot of the November 7, 2006 election.



“Shall the Beaverhead County Commissioners be authorized to raise two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000), approximately twelve and twenty-five hundredths (12.25) mills, for the purpose of providing additional funding for the continued operation of county law enforcement.  The impact of the proposed levy will be an additional $25.97 tax on a home valued at $100,000, and an additional $51.82 tax on a home valued at $200,000.  There will be no durational limit on the proposed mill levy.”

· For, Public Safety Mill Levy

· Against, Public Safety Mill Levy

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Beaverhead County Election Administrator, pursuant to the provisions of Section 7-4-2611, and 13-1-108, MCA and other applicable laws, shall give appropriate notice of the above in the manner prescribed by law for noticing of election.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

GARTH L. HAUGLAND

CHAIRMAN

MICHAEL J. MCGINLEY

COMMISSIONER

C. THOMAS RICE

COMMISSIONER

ATTEST:

ROSALEE B. RICHARDSON

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the August 13-19, 2006        invoices for a total of $26,393.10.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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