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August 28, 2006




~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

August 28, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on August 28, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the August 21, 2006 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the April 3, 2006 meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for August 20-26, 2006:


Dillon Area

· Gravel was stockpiled at the Grant gravel pit.

· A temporary bridge was installed on Mansfield Lane.

· Mansfield Lane was watered and bladed.

· Gravel was hauled to Mansfield Lane.

· Big Sheep Creek Road was watered.

· Parking areas at the Fairgrounds were built for the fair and rodeo.

· Dillon area roads were checked

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Big Sheep Creek Road, Nicholia Creek Road, and Cabin Creek/Medicine Lodge Road were bladed.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Skinner Meadows Road was bladed.

· A cattleguard on the Lower North Fork Road was repaired.

· Culverts were installed on the Lower North Fork Road and Mussigbrod/Upper North Fork Road.

· Old cattleguards were hauled to Dillon.

· A culvert was patched and a culvert was installed on Little Lake Creek Road.

· A new cattleguard was installed on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

The bridge on Mansfield Lane was installed on Tuesday and opened for traffic by 4:00 p.m that day.  Some repair was also done to Mansfield Lane.


Richard met with Jeff Everett from Morrison & Maierle regarding the Governor Creek Bridge.  Jeff is going to apply to the Big Hole Watershed for grant monies.  The grant application has to be submitted by September 11, 2006.  Jeff will also be submitting a Future Fisheries grant application by December.  Richard has committed the County to approximately $80,000 of in-kind services to this project. 


Richard did a site review of Jon Hoerning’s proposed approach to his property from Ski Hill Road.  This project would affect some wetlands and Jon will need a 404 permit.  Richard has verbally informed Jon about this matter but will also write him a letter.


Richard informed the Commissioners that Bob Cherry is giving a deposition today on the River Valley Ranch vs Dixon lawsuit.    There was discussion regarding reimbursement to Bob for attending the deposition.  Richard will find out which side is deposing Bob.  


Richard informed the Commissioners that Tom Nelson has been grading 

Saddleback Drive and that the Road needs to be shaped properly for drainage.  There was discussion about constructing a settling pond.  The County will clean the cattleguard on this Road and will also make sure that Tom no longer grades Saddleback Drive.


The survey for the Town of Grant project should be completed this week.


Richard feels the people in the El Rancho Subdivision should have cluster boxes located in the subdivision not on Blacktail Road.  Richard will be checking into this matter. Richard will also call the Montana Standard about moving its delivery boxes. 


Richard should be receiving the surveying estimate for North Lane sometime this week.


J.B. Anderson joined the meeting.  Bulldogging is starting next Monday and a water truck is needed.  Bobby Ferris has volunteered to operate the truck, and if he does this as a County employee, he will be covered under workers comp and health insurance.  The Commissioners gave their approval for Bobby to run the water truck as an employee.  J.B. offered to reimburse the County for Bobby’s time.


J.B. informed the Commissioners that during the Fair and Rodeo he is going to have advertisements opposing the Partnership Strategy proposal and that Jack Hirschy will also be included in the ad opposing the Partnership Strategy. J.B. asked if he could include the Commissioners’ position on this proposal in this advertisement.  J.B. was given a copy of the County’s formal response to the Partnership Strategy and was also given the Commissioners’ approval for the County to be included in the advertisement. J.B. and Richard left the meeting.


County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting.  The Commissioners approved the temporary parking agreement between John Erb and the County.  Kurt has not heard back from the Erbs regarding this agreement.


Commissioner Rice informed Kurt and Marv that Ron Johnson has given approval for the Carnival to park its trucks on his property by the Guest House Inn.


There was discussion about the Native Park Plant Project and Marv was asked to attend the meeting today at 2:45 p.m. with John Whittingham and Frank Mastandrea.


Marv will write a draft ordinance for parking semi-trucks in Jackson.  Marv and Kurt left the meeting.


County Superintendent of Schools Dottie Donovan joined the meeting and submitted the school budgets for FY07.  Dottie informed the Commissioners that County levies have decreased almost a mill.  Transportation has increased and the retirement has decreased. Dottie will make a comparison sheet between last year’s levies and this year’s levies and will submit it later today. The Commissioners reviewed the budgets and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the transportation budgets and retirement budgets for all the schools be approved and that the School Budgets except for Lima’s be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.











There was discussion about migrant monies, the increase of the State’s base budget, and the new school being created in Dewey.  Dottie left the meeting.


Treasurer Kathy Allard and Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting.  Richard informed the Commissioners that Jamie would copy all of the Certificates of Survey and deeds for the Town of Grant Survey project.  The Commissioners will have to decide if the County is going to underwrite this project. Richard left the meeting.


Kathy read Susan O’Connell’s request for refund.  In early August Susan licensed her car for $121, then a few days later she sold it before she had put the license plates on. The new owner has licensed the car in his name.    Kathy recommended that this request be denied.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Susan O’Connell’s request for $121 motor vehicle license refund be denied.  The motion carried unanimously.












The Commissioners briefly reviewed Kathy’s budget with her.  Kathy left the meeting.


Craig Fager from the Fish and Game and County Fire Warden Scott Marsh joined the meeting.  Last week during the fire Commissioner Rice received several phone calls from landowners asking about closing public property due to fire danger.  Craig explained how two different types of closures worked.    Scott stated that he does not think closures should be made without first going to Stage 2 restrictions.  Discussion ensued.  After discussion the consensus was not to close public lands.  Craig will issue public service announcements informing the public that Stage 1 restrictions still apply.  Scott will talk to Jack DeGolia at the Forest Service and will contact the radio station about issuing public service announcements and Chairman Haugland will inform the Dillon Tribune. Scott and Craig left the meeting.


Sheriff Harold Forsman briefly joined the meeting to inform the Commissioners that he met with the Sheriff from Ravalli County about the CEDA grant monies.  The County should be receiving $105,000 in the near future.  Harold left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance.


Anneliese Ripley from the University of Montana-Western joined the meeting to update the Commissioners on the Workforce Center.  Anneliese distributed three handouts regarding classes the Center offers, Western’s new one-year certificate programs in Health Care Business, Early Childhood, and Computerized Machine Tool Tech, and the types of financial aid that are available.  The center is located on the second floor of the Interpretive Center.  After further discussion Anneliese left the meeting.


Planner Rick Hartz, Attorney Duke Gilbert III, and Christine Hildreth joined the meeting.  Duke distributed copies of the proposed “Amendment to Declaration of Protective Covenants for Clark Lookout Major Subdivision”.  This amendment would no longer allow manufactured homes in the subdivision, only stick built homes.  The manufactured homes that are present at this time will be grandfathered. The point was made that if for some unforeseen reason the manufacture home was destroyed, the owner would not be allowed to replace it with another manufactured home.   Signatures from eighty percent of the lot owners are needed to amend the covenants.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that that the Commissioners accept the amendment to the covenants of the Clarks Lookout Subdivision.  The motion carried unanimously.











Duke will send out letters to all lot owners and get the required signatures for the approval of this amendment.  Duke, Rick, and Christine left the meeting.


At this time the following appointment was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley and Commissioner Rice seconded that Carla Wiedinger be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Cemetery Board with her term to expire December 31, 2007.  The motion carried unanimously.












County Grant Coordinator Frank Mastandrea, John Whittingham from Biological Services, and County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  There was lengthy discussion as to how to proceed with the Native Plant Park project and the terms of the contract between Biological Services and the County.  The Commissioners and John verbally agreed that John would do Phase 1 of the Scope of Work – “Site Preparation and Permitting”.  Phase 1 will include: removal of the spoils, removal of the buildings, removal of the fences, removal of hazardous branches from trees, and obtaining any necessary permits.  This work will be done for an amount not to exceed $5,000.   If the County is not satisfied with the amount of work that is completed for the $5,000, the contract between Biological Services and the County can be terminated.  


It was also agreed that if the Forest Service does submit a native plant plan by August 31, 2006, John would be allowed to do the native plant plan project.  Marv left the meeting.  Further discussion ensued and then John and Frank left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the August 20-26, 2006 invoices for a total of $85,282.01.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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