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September 10, 2007


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

September 10, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on September 10, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the September 4, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the September 4, 2007 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for September 2-8, 2007.


Dillon Area

· North Lane, Driveway Lane, East Bench Road, Trout Creek Road, Anderson Lane, Hogsback Road from Highway 91 to Raffey’s, and Sweetwater Road from the Smith pad to Mussard’s were graded.

· Old Armstead Road, Roe Road, and Moose Trail were watered.

· The crew attended a Snow Rodeo in Great Falls.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Moose Trail, Roe Road, and Old Armstead Road from Highway 324 to I-15, were graded.


Wisdom Area

· Rock Creek Road was bladed.

· Fallen trees were removed from Cosgrove Lane, Webster Lane, and Laknar Lane.

· “Road Closed” signs were removed from the Upper North Fork Road.

· The crew attended a Snow Rodeo in Great Falls.

Great West Engineering was awarded the bridge evaluation project.  TSEP monies will pay $15,000 and County PILT monies will pay the other $15,000.

Richard and Commissioner Rice met at the Regal Mine with Barretts Minerals Representatives and Madison County Commissioners Schulz and Ross regarding the condition of Sweetwater Road.  It was discussed that maintenance of the upper Sweetwater Road should be in the haulers contract with Barretts Minerals and that the County should then have an agreement with Barretts Minerals.  Richard will talk to Barretts Minerals Manager John Parks about this matter and set up a meeting with all involved entities.  

There was a minor backhoe accident in the Big Hole last week. There were no injuries but the cost to fix the backhoe will be $420 plus labor.

The road crews will try to mow some of the shoulders of the roads in the next couple of weeks.  Richard left the meeting.

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting and Commissioner Rice left the meeting for a medial appointment. Jay reported that last Thursday, the Incident Command Team for the Rat Creek Fire pulled the evacuation order and reopened the roads in the area.

This Labor Day was usual and customary.  The DUI STEP Program was run on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.

A new dispatcher will start on Tuesday and current employee Brad Rose has accepted the part-time dispatcher and part-time jailer position.  The applications for the new deputy position are due by Friday.  Jay left the meeting

County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting and pending road issues were discussed.  Marv left the meeting.

Beaverhead Outdoor Association President Darrell Johnson joined the meeting to discuss a meeting the Association is having with the Partnership on Thursday.  Darrell Johnson left the meeting.


The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting: County DES Coordinator Larry Laknar, East Bench Unit Representative Dennis Miotke, Beaverhead Fire District #2 Representative Rick Later, Dillon Forest Service District Ranger Tom Olsen, BLM Manager Tim Bozorth, Fire Warden Scott Marsh, Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Representative Dick Oswald, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Barbara Bauerle. Copies of the agenda and attachments were distributed.  Chairman Haugland turned the meeting over to Larry. 


Dennis gave the following report on the Clark Canyon Dam and the Lima Reservoir:


Clark Canyon Dam


Storage:


August 31, 2007 – Elevation: 5,517.72
Storage: 59,901 Acre Feet


August 31, 2006 – Elevation: 5,517.48
Storage: 59,242 Acre Feet



Difference:           +659 Acre Feet

Sept, 10, 2007 -- Elevation: 5,517.23
 Storage: 58,561 Acre Feet – 46% of average


Inflows:


August, 2007
10,893 Acre Feet
177 CFS/day -- 63% of average



August 2007
13,000 Acre Feet
213 CFS/day -- 75% of average


The average inflows for the last five days: 192 CFS/day



Releases:


August 2007
19,893 Acre Feet
Storage Used:   8,926 Acre Feet


August 2006
26,956 Acre Feet
Storage Used: 13,857 Acre feet


Presently Releasing: 209 CFS.


Lima Dam

Elevation: 6,560.67

Storage:  11,738 Acre Feet  33% of Average


Releasing:  14 CFS


The releases are almost matching the inflows


Dennis also reported that the Joint Board of the East Bench Unit met last Thursday.  Irrigation is winding down.  The bigger ditches have a little allotment left through September.  The Board will let the irrigation demand gradually slow as people run out of water.  Starting October 1 the Board has planned to go to winter releases set at 28 to 30 CFS with the concurrence from the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR).  A letter is being sent to the BOR regarding this matter.  This decision was made because last spring the irrigators decided to go to the first step down in the Drought Plan, which is 3.5 acre feet for the Beaverhead River and 2.7 acre feet for the East Bench Canal.  

Wildfires:

Forest Service – Tom Osen


The Forest Service went to Stage 1 Restrictions on Saturday.  There is still a little fire activity on both the Rat Creek Fire and the Pettengill Fire.  There is a Type 3 Team working and there is not much activity of local resources.  The local engine module from New Mexico will leave approximately mid-week.  The Forest Service still has a full fire staff for initial attack.  Some seasonal personnel have left.

BLM – Tim Bozorth


The BLM has a lot of people out on fires.

Dillon Volunteer Fire Department & Fire Warden – Scott Marsh


A conference call was held with the Forest Service. The County has agreed with the Forest Service on Stage 1 Restrictions.  Madison County is reluctant to do so and will discuss it at the Commissioners meeting tomorrow.  Beaverhead County will be allowing burning permits on a day-to-day basis. Each Monday in September Scott will have a conference call with the Forest Service.  Scott and Larry will be removing structure protection in Wise River this week.  George Johnson from the BLM will winterize the pumps.

Grazing:

Forest Service – Tom Osen

A lot of cattle are off the Forest at this time.  In a couple of weeks all the cattle will be off.  There were a lot of problems with the lack of water in the springs this year.

BLM – Tim Bozorth

The cattle are moving through the pastures earlier than scheduled this year because of the lack of forage and water.

Gina Loss from the National Weather Service gave her power point presentation via the Internet and conference call.  Updates were given on the following:  Temperature Anomalies - August 2007; Percent of Normal Precipitation – August 2007; Percent of Normal Precipitation - Water Year 2007; Percent of Normal Precipitation -- Crop Year 2007; Departure from Average Temperature – September 1 – 5, 2007; Percent of Average Precipitation – September 1 – 5, 2007; Precipitation Totals September 1 –5, 2007; Dillon Accumulated Precipitation by Water Year; Average Precipitation – Beaverhead and Madison Counties; Information on  Clark Canyon Reservoir; Clark Canyon Reservoir – Elevation 2003-2007 and Average;  Montana Drought Status Map – August 2007;National Drought Monitor – Issued September 4, 2007;  Predictive Service Areas – Fuels and Fire Danger;  NR06- Big Hole Montana - Energy Release Component; NR06-Big Hole Montana --1000 Hour Fuel Moisture;   NRO9 – South Central Montana/Yellowstone  -- Energy Release Component; NR09 South Central Montana/Yellowstone – 1000-Hour Fuel Moisture; Observed 10 Hour Fuels – September 6, 2007, Wildland Fire Outlook – September 7, 2007; September Outlook; Wildland Fire Outlook, September  1 – 30, 2007; October - December Outlook; Significant Wildland Fire Outlook – October –December 2007; and Drought Outlook – Issued September 6, 2007.

Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) – Dick Oswald

The Big Hole River is on Drought Plan Status.  All reaches have been closed.  Two reaches were closed before the trigger limits were reached.

The gauges were recalibrated and the Melrose and Wisdom gauges were accurate, but the new gauges were adjusted.  The reach from the North Fork to the Dickey Bridge was closed about three days early, and the reach from the Dickey Bridge to Melrose was closed 12 days early.  

The current status on all four reaches is well below any closure triggers:  Wisdom has 12 CFS, Mud Creek has 50 CFS, and Melrose and Glen both have 150 CFS.

The FWP is supporting the Big Hole Watershed’s Grant Application to reinstate the Maiden Rock Gauge.

Larry showed a video on fires in Region one.

Commissioner McGinley reported that at the next regular Legislative session the DNRC would be trying to establish a grant pool to help local fire departments with the cost of initial attacks. 

The next Drought Task Force meeting will be October 9, 2007.  The Drought Task Force left the meeting.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

KDBM Reporter Tom McKnight and Montana Standard Reporter Nick Gevock joined the meeting.

The Commissioners reviewed the invoice for  “Use of Intellectual Property Without Permission to do so” submitted by Donna Sevalstad.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the invoice submitted by Donna Sevalstad be denied.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.












The Commissioners left for the Dillon Rifle and Pistol Club site to attend the ceremony for the transfer of land from the BLM to the County.  Present for the ceremony were: BLM Representatives Marilyn Krause, Debby Sory, Angela Brown, Tim Bozorth, and Rich Maggio, Dillon Rifle and Pistol Club members Don Griffis, John Hawkins and Don Darling, County Planner Rick Hartz, Dillon Tribune Report Barb Bauerle, KDBM Reporter Tom McKnight, and Montana Standard Reporter Nick Gevock After the ceremony the Commissioner returned to the meeting room and Secretary Patti Odasz joined the meeting. 


At this time the Commissioners reviewed Resolution Number 2007-21, A Resolution to Set Elected Official’s Salaries and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Resolution Number 2007-21, A Resolution to Set Elected Officials’ Salaries be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.












The Resolution is as follows.












RESOLUTION TO SET ELECTED OFFICIALS’ SALARIES
RESOLUTION NO. 2007- 21

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the salaries for the Beaverhead County elected officials are as follows:



Clerk and Recorder

$34,919.09



County Commissioners
$34,919.09 + 2,000
$36,919.09



Sheriff
$34,919.09 + 2,000
$36,919.09



Superintendent of Schools
$34,919.09 +    400
$35,319.09



Treasurer

$34,919.09



Clerk of Court

$34,919.09



Justice of the Peace 

$34,919.09

Coroner
 $   5,802.00


PASSED AND ADOPTED this 10th day of September 2007.


Beaverhead County Commission


By:













Garth L. Haugland



Chairman



Beaverhead County Commissioners

Attest:

Debra L. Scott 

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder


At this time the Commissioners reviewed Resolution No. 2007- 22, A Resolution Of The Beaverhead County Commissioners Reallocating A One-Half Of One Percent (.5%) Vehicle Tax and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Resolution No. 2007- 22, A Resolution Of The Beaverhead County Commissioners Reallocating A One-Half Of One Percent (.5%) Vehicle Tax be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.












The Resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION NO. 2007- 22 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

REALLOCATING A ONE-HALF OF ONE PERCENT (.5%) VEHICLE TAX


WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Beaverhead County intend to reallocate a "local option" one-half of one percent (.5%) vehicle tax; and


WHEREAS, the proposed local one-half of one percent (.5%) vehicle tax will be distributed in accordance with law as set forth in Section 61-3-537, M.C.A., as amended by the 1991 Legislature, that is, fifty percent (50%) of the proceeds to be distributed to the County, and the remaining fifty percent (50%) to the County and the incorporated cities and towns within the County, apportioned on the basis of population, as follows:  for incorporated cities and towns, by multiplying the amount of money available by the ratio of the population of the city or town to the total county population; and for counties, by multiplying the amount of money available by the ratio of the population of unincorporated areas within the county to the total county population; and 


WHEREAS, the County, and cities and towns do need the monies generated by this tax to maintain current services; and


WHEREAS, the distributions for Beaverhead County’s share at approximately 75% of the total will be as follows:



2110 - Road    


81.0%

Approximately $290,000


 
1000 - General Fund

19.0%

Approximately $  60,000


NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners resolve as follows:


One-half of one percent (.5%) local option tax on motor vehicles having a rated capacity of one ton or less is ordered as authorized by state law.


DATE:
This resolution shall be effective upon passage and approval.


Passed and approved by the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Beaverhead, State of Montana, this 10th of September 2007.







BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSION






BY:     





                                                                 
Garth L. Haugland












Chairman







Michael J. McGinley







Commissioner








C. Thomas Rice








Commissioner

ATTEST:

Debra L. Scott

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder


The Commissioners reviewed Resolution No. 2007- 23, Resolution Adopting Final Budget And Setting Mill Levies For Beaverhead County For Fiscal Year 2007-2008 and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley and Commissioner Rice seconded that Resolution No. 2007- 23, Resolution Adopting Final Budget And Setting Mill Levies For Beaverhead County For Fiscal Year 2007-2008 be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.












The Resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION NO. 2007- 23

RESOLTION ADOPTING FINAL BUDGET AND SETTING MILL LEVIES

FOR BEAVERHEAD COUNTY FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008


WHEREAS, pursuant to 7-6-4024 MCA the Beaverhead County Board of Commissioners held a hearing in accordance with the notice given pursuant to

7-6-4021; and


WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Board of Commissioners attended the budget hearing to answer questions on the proposed preliminary budgets; and

WHEREAS, there was no public comment either for or against the preliminary budgets.


NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Beaverhead County Board of Commissioners that the Beaverhead County budgets as set out in the attached Exhibit “A” hereby be adopted as the final budgets for fiscal year 2007-2008.


NOW THERFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Beaverhead County Board of Commissioners that the levies are hereby set for fiscal year 2007-2008 as set out on attached Exhibit ”B” and Exhibit  “C “.


DATED THIS 10th day of September 2007.






Garth L. Haugland






Chairman






Michael J. McGinley






Commissioner






C. Thomas Rice






Commissioner

Attest:

Debra L. Scott

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Beaverhead County be designated as a fourth class County. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media.


Beaverhead Development Corporation (BDC) members Jo Ann Juliano, J.S. Turner, and Judy Siring joined the meeting.  The Commissioners were given a letter from the BDC informing them that Donna Wigen Sevalstad will not be managing the Grasshopper Stewardship Project.  There was discussion about to discuss Corporation finances. Jo Ann, J.S. and Judy left the meeting.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the September 2-8, 2007 invoices for a total of $34,806.09. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




    Approved:

       



                                                                                                                      Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board


                                                       







PAGE  

