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September 12, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, September 12, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice and Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the September 6, 2011 meetings were read and the following motion was made:  

	MOTION:	Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the September 6, 2011 meeting be approved with corrections.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones and Dillon Tribune reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for September 4 – September 10, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA
· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Sweetwater, Buster Brown, Flynn and the landfill road.
· Lightning damage repair on Ellis Peak at the repeater station.
· Completion on the Medicine Lodge Road reconstruction project.  
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked local area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA
· Bladed water on Big Sheep Creek Road.
· Removed a beaver dam on the Ruby Divide Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 
· Installed two culverts, hauled gravel and bladed on Skinner Meadows Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Yard maintenance.
· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Scott reported that the Medicine Lodge Road reconstruction project is finished.  The road signs were installed.
Scott reported that projects on Lemhi Pass will start.   A letter and photos were sent to FHWA regarding projects.  We have $25,128.95 to spend by the end of December from FHWA.

Scott reported that he tried to talk to Kyle Harding from Matador Ranch regarding the purchase of gravel.  Scott left him a message and he did not get a response.  

Scott reported the sign inventory project isn’t working as it is now.   Scott reported that Russ Sigman can’t get away to work on the project.  The Commissioners will look into this to decide if someone needs to be hired to work on the project.

Scott reported the CAT grader is being used by personnel.   He said you have to spend some time on it to get used to it.  It’s a nice machine.  The guys have put around 50 hours trying it out.  We will need to bid on a new one anyway.  John Deere has an option on electronic gears or not.  CAT doesn’t have that option.  Specifications will be worked on.  Jamie will find the specs that were used for the previous purchase of the motor graders.

Scott reported a used roller was purchased and a used grizzly sifter screen box in the Bitterroot.  Scott asked if the roller could be stored inside at the fairgrounds for the winter.  Tom Rice said it could possibly be stored in the exhibit building.

The excavator has been repaired and is back in service.

Scott Marsh joined the meeting.

Mike Koehnke, liaison officer from the Northern Rockies Incident Management Team representing the Forest Service, joined the meeting.  He handed out information on the Stewart Meadows fire in the Wisdom area.  He also brought in a summary sheet of what the fire has cost. To date, the cost is at approximately $500,000. Scott Marsh commented that the County needs to give them the radio frequency for the Butler radio site for their use on the fire.  Sheriff Jay Hansen will work on this and get the information to them.  The incident action plan was handed out with maps.  Pat McElvey will be the liaison for the next two days while Mike goes back to Townsend.  Mike reported they are doing some bucket drops with the helicopters.  They had wind and lightning that grounded the helicopters yesterday.  

Sheriff Hansen joined the meeting.  He asked if the commissioners will be in the meeting around 3:00 for him to present his evacuation plan regarding this fire.

Lunch Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice and Secretary Jamie Flynn present.  

Mayor Marty Malesich, JS Turner and Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

Storm Ready Award:

Benjamin Schott, with the meteorologist for the National Weather Service office in Great Falls, joined the meeting.   Ben spoke to the group that the Storm Ready Program is important and he wanted to thank Larry Laknar and the County for their work.  He also said the City of Dillon is already storm ready and they are being renewed through the year 2014.  Benjamin presented Scott Marsh with the Storm Ready Award sign for Beaverhead County.  He presented Mayor Malesich and JS Turner a sticker for their renewal.  

Benjamin reported La Nina winter is being predicted for Montana.  This will cause above normal precipitation and also cooler than normal temperatures.  Some of the other effects with La Nina are that we tend not to see spring or summer on time.  Benjamin gave the website iNWS.wrh.noaa.gov for updates on weather and to sign up for notifications.    				

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion: 
									 
Sheriff Jay Hansen entered the meeting to show the commissioners the draft copy of the incident notification and evacuation plan for the Stewart Meadows fire in the Wisdom area.  Tomorrow he will get a typed official copy to the Commissioners for their signatures.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the September 6 – September 11, 2011 invoices for a total of $42,891.85 beginning with check #180959 and ending with check #181020. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

Ken Hamman entered the meeting.  He wanted to talk to the Commissioners about removing some shale rock on Ten mile Road.   He wanted to use the shale for his yard.  His home is located on the corner of Freeman and Schuler Lanes.  He said he would be using a shovel and a pickup to remove the shale.  The Commissioners gave their approval.  Garth warned to please put his flashers on and be safe.  

Two men from the UM Western Rugby Club entered the meeting.  They asked if they could use the soccer field for their rugby games.  Commissioner McGinley told them a new well was drilled last week for watering the soccer fields.  Viliami Haunga is the president of the Rugby Club.  He said their first rugby match they are hosting is on November 5th.  The rugby team would be willing to mow and maintain the fields.  The members have to do community service as part of the club.  Commissioner Rice asked if they had insurance and would be covered under the college.  Vili responded that the club would fall under the College’s insurance and he will verify that.  The Commissioners agreed to let the Rugby Club use the soccer fields once they have verified they are covered by the college insurance for liability purposes.  

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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