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September 13, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, September 13, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the September 7, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland   moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the September 7, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and Jeff Everett from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service joined the meeting. 

The following Road Report for September 5 – 11, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on Frying Pan Road and Anderson Lane.

· Screened and stockpiled gravel at GP300, Jack Hirschy gravel pit. 

· Installed five (5) new culverts on Brenner Lane.

· Hauled gravel on Brenner Lane.

· Hauled gravel on Big Lake Creek Road.

· Road checked the Dillon area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on Brundage Lane and Lima Dam Road.

· Hauled gravel on Brundage Lane and Lima Dam Road.

· Hauled culverts and equipment to Lima from the Dillon Shop.

· Road checked the South and North Valley, Dell and Lima area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Hauled gravel and put geotech fabric down on Big Lake Creek Road.

· Road checked the Lower North Fork and Little Lake Creek Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Jeff Everett gave the Commissioners a copy of a 2005 Restoration Project for Bean Creek on the South Valley Road.  This restoration project was never completed, but is now being resumed.  Mr. Shied, one of the private landowners participating in this project, would like to see the County’s culvert in this area of the South Valley Road replaced.  Mike informed the Commissioners that next week an 80-foot, 30-inch culvert that will be placed in the road.   The culvert in the road now is too short and at a 90-degree angle to the road.   Jeff informed the Commissioners that construction on this restoration project would be started next fall.  Jeff will make sure the restoration project matches the culvert alignment.  There was discussion about the headgates in the project.  Mike said that the south side headgate is worthless from a road aspect.  This headgate needs to be moved back in the field to a ditch.  Water from the headgate is dumped into the borrow pit, which wastes the water and causes road problems. Jeff will keep the Commissioners updated on this project.  

Last week Mike talked to Nathan Korb from the Nature Conservancy about the Hell Roaring Creek Project.  The County has already expended $2,000 generating gravel for this project.  Nathan is probably going to hire Huffaker Construction to put the culvert in and the County will haul the gravel.  The culvert will be installed per U.S. Fish and Wildlife specifications. The County will start working on this project the first of October.

Mike reported that the owner of the KOA is upset because the detour signs for the Blacktail Deer Creek project have not been removed.  The City of Dillon has notified Coleman Construction that the signs need to be removed.  Mike will have the crew remove the County’s two signs that were put up by the County.  As of today, Fred Coleman still has not removed all of the signs. Jim will talk to Fred about removing the rest of the signs.  Mike informed the Commissioners that because Coleman Construction employees took County signs without the County’s permission he was going to go through Coleman’s piles of signs and retrieve any signs that  are labeled as belonging to the County.  

Due to a lot of truck traffic on the South Valley Road the crew will be watering and blading it again.

Commissioner Rice brought up the subject of the Long Creek Gravel Pit.  Nathan Korb from the Nature Conservancy and Mike have talked about this matter.  The Nature Conservancy will replace the County’s 400 yards of gravel and will stack it by Long Creek. The Conservancy is going to have the willows removed from the North Valley Road and the first two miles of the Ruby Divide Road and will have them replanted on the Red Rock Refuge.

Mike reported that the crew has completed the projects in the Big Hole and are now doing the clean up. Next week work will be started on the Fern Lane project.  This week some of the school bus routes and part of the Blacktail Road will be bladed.

The chloride rejuvenation project on Lemhi Pass Road, which includes watering and ditching, has been completed at a cost of $6,850.  There is $30,000 left in the fund and Jamie will send the bill to the Federal Highway Department for reimbursement.

Sometime in the near future, Mike and Jim will inspect a mud hole problem on Lemhi Pass Road near the Spring Creek Ranch so that Jim can make recommendations on how to repair this problem.

Chairman McGinley signed a gravel purchase sheet for J. Lyons on the Upper North Fork Road and a gravel purchase sheet for John Dooling on the Skinner Meadows Road.  

Jim reported that he is  almost ready  to close out the Carrigan Bridge project.  The item left is  whether there needs to be a full lien release or a conditional lien release.

Starting this Wednesday, the Forest Service is having a contractor gravel Birch Creek Road from the Forest boundary to the Dinner Station.

Jim has added a few sections to the Birch Creek Bridge contract between the Forest Service and the County and has sent it for review.  Jim has been working on the whole bid package for this project, including the crushing of gravel, but he was waiting to incorporate some of the information from the contract into the package.
Mike informed the Commissioners that next week he will be gone on vacation.

The Eliason Lane Project was discussed.   Jim has seen an old bid from Kelly Rowe on this project and it did not indicate that the County would do the excavating of the gravel.  Jim will obtain a cost estimate from R.E. Miller and Sons for the purchasing and hauling of gravel for this project.  Jim will talk to County Attorney Jed Fitch to see how many letters the adjacent landowners to Eliason Lane have sent back.

The Commissioners directed Patti to send out flu vaccination information to the County employees. 

Second Reading and Action on Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-4 - Big Horn Road:

The second reading of the above mentioned Ordinance was given and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-4 - Big Horn Road be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The Commissioners signed the Ordinance.
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First Reading and Action on Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-5 – Trapper Creek Road:



Big Horn Road
The first reading of the above mentioned Ordinance was given and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-5 – Trapper Creek Road be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY SPEED LIMIT ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 2010-5

For County Road:  Trapper Creek Road -  #040-D



1.   
DEFINITIONS:

     
A. MOTOR VEHICLE:  Motor vehicle means every vehicle propelled by its own 
power and design used primarily to transport persons or property upon the roads and highways of the state.  Included in this definition are trailers, semi-trailers and house trailers.

     
B. VEHICLE:  Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or property may be transported or drawn upon the public ways.

     
C.  MOTORCYCLE:  Motorcycle means a motor vehicle having not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground with a saddle on which the operator sits or a platform in which he stands and a driving wheel in contact with the ground in addition to the wheels of the vehicle itself.  A motorcycle may carry one or more attachments and a seat for the conveyance of a passenger.   The term does not include a tractor.

    
D.   DAYTIME/NIGHTTIME:  Daytime is defined as one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.  Nighttime means at any other hour.

2.   
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle or motorcycle of any character upon a county road in excess of the posted speed limit.

3.   
The Posted Speed Limits for Trapper Creek Road No. 040-D, which begins at the Beaverhead-Madison County boundary, Section 35, T2S, R9W and ends at Beaverhead-Deer Lodge National Forest boundary, Section 22, T2S, R10W shall be as follows:
 

A. Beginning at Trapper Creek Road No. 040-D, which begins at the Beaverhead-Madison County boundary, the thread of the Big Hole River, Mile Marker 0.20 of Trapper Creek Road and ending at the west side of the Big Hole River Slough Channel, Section 35, T2S, R9W, the speed limit shall be Twenty-five (25) miles per hour.  

B. Beginning at the west side of the Big Hole River Slough Channel, Section 35, T2S, R9W and ending at the Beaverhead-Deer Lodge National Forest boundary Mile Marker 7.50, the SPEED LIMIT shall be Thirty-five (35) miles per hour.

4.    
This speed restriction shall not operate as a waiver of the basic rule requirement, which 
is any person operating or driving a vehicle of any character upon the public roads 
of this county shall drive in a careful and prudent manner and at a rate of speed no greater than is reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the point of operation taking into account the amount and character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of vehicle, grade and width of highway, conditions of service and freedom of obstruction to view ahead. Persons shall drive so as not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life, limb, property or other rights of the other persons entitled to the use of the road.

First Reading and Action on Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-6 – Old Canyon Road:

The first reading of the above mentioned Ordinance was given and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-6 – Old Canyon Road be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY SPEED LIMIT ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 2010-6

For County Road: Old Canyon Road  #781-D

1.   
DEFINITIONS:

     
A. MOTOR VEHICLE:  Motor vehicle means every vehicle propelled by its own 
power
and design used primarily to transport persons or property upon the roads and highways of the state.  Included in this definition are trailers, semi-trailers and house trailers.

     
B. VEHICLE:  Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or property may be transported or drawn upon the public ways.

     
C.  MOTORCYCLE:  Motorcycle means a motor vehicle having not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground with a saddle on which the operator sits or a platform in which he stands and a driving wheel in contact with the ground in addition to the wheels of the vehicle itself.  A motorcycle may carry one or more attachments and a seat for the conveyance of a passenger.  The term does not include a tractor.

    
D.   DAYTIME/NIGHTTIME:  Daytime is defined as one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.  Nighttime means at any other hour.

2.   
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle or motorcycle of any character upon a county road in excess of the posted speed limit.

3.   
The Posted Speed Limit for Old Canyon Road #781-D shall be as follows:
 

Beginning at the intersection of Ski Hill Road and Old Canyon Road and ending

at the intersection of Old Canyon Road and the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway. The SPEED LIMIT shall be 20 MPH.

4.    
This speed restriction shall not operate as a waiver of the basic rule requirement, which 
is any person operating or driving a vehicle of any character upon the public roads 
of this county shall drive in a careful and prudent manner and at a rate of speed no greater than is reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the point of operation taking into account the amount and character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of vehicle, grade and width of highway, conditions of service and freedom of obstruction to view ahead. Persons shall drive so as not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life, limb, property or other rights of the other persons entitled to the use of the road.

First Reading and Action on Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-7 – Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway:
The first reading of the above mentioned Ordinance was given and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-7 – Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY SPEED LIMIT ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 2010 - 7

For County Road: Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway  #002-D

1.   
DEFINITIONS:

     
A. MOTOR VEHICLE:  Motor vehicle means every vehicle propelled by its own 
power and design used primarily to transport persons or property upon the roads and highways of the state.  Included in this definition are trailers, semi-trailers and house trailers.

     
B. VEHICLE:  Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or property may be transported or drawn upon the public ways.

     
C.  MOTORCYCLE:  Motorcycle means a motor vehicle having not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground with a saddle on which the operator sits or a platform in which he stands and a driving wheel in contact with the ground in addition to the wheels of the vehicle itself.  A motorcycle may carry one or more attachments and a seat 
for the conveyance of a passenger.   The term does not include a tractor.

    
D.   DAYTIME/NIGHTTIME:  Daytime is defined as one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.  Nighttime means at any other hour.

2.   
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle or motorcycle of any character upon a county road in excess of the posted speed limit.

3.   
The Posted Speed Limits for Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway, Section 30, T6S, R12W, beginning at the intersection of Montana Highway 278 and Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway at mile marker 0 and ending at Section 34, T1N, R11W, at the intersection of Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway and Montana Highway 43, mile marker 44.1, shall be as follows:
 

(A)
Beginning at Montana Highway 278, mile marker 0 to approximately 500 feet south of the entrance of the Polaris School, mile marker 4.1, Section 6, T6S, R12W, 

The SPEED LIMIT shall be 50 MPH.
(B) Beginning approximately 500 feet south of the southern entrance of the Polaris School, mile marker 4.1, to approximately 500 feet north of the entrance of the Polaris School, mile marker 4.3, Section 6, T6S, R12W.
The SPEED LIMIT shall be 40 MPH.

(C) Beginning approximately 500 feet north of the entrance to the Polaris School, mile marker 4.3, and ending approximately 500 feet south of southern entrance to the Grasshopper Inn, mile marker 9.2, Section 8, T5S, R12W.
The SPEED LIMIT shall be 50 MPH.

(D) beginning approximately 500 feet south of southern entrance to the Grasshopper Inn, mile marker 9.2, and ending at the junction of Mono Creek Road and the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway, mile marker 23.8, Section 28, T3S, R12W.

The SPEED LIMIT shall be 35 MPH:
(E) Beginning at the junction of Mono Creek Road and the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway, mile marker 23.8, and ending, at the intersection of Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway and Montana Highway 43, mile marker 44.1, Section 34, T1N, R11W.

The SPEED LIMIT shall be 50 MPH.
4.    
This speed restriction shall not operate as a waiver of the basic rule requirement, which 
is any person operating or driving a vehicle of any character upon the public roads 
of this county shall drive in a careful and prudent manner and at a rate of speed no greater than is reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the point of operation taking into account the amount and character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of vehicle, grade and width of highway, conditions of service and freedom of obstruction to view ahead. Persons shall drive so as not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life, limb, property or other rights of the other persons entitled to the use of the road.

Drought Task Force:
The following people attended the Drought Task Force Meeting:

[image: image3.png]Drought Task Force Sign-Up Sheet Date: ~Z~/0

Organization |Address e-mail Phone
CTDEs | B- bob ROV R mes wet| 224 2T
Bubd. oo (amm D: tfon

2ulp &% fpme onlor
S CRi (. D llan
Tonis 2ot | Satlt O | Do
o ” e

o1t s, Sm@éz;cp Dl





Chairman McGinley turned the meeting over to Larry Laknar.

1. Bureau of Rec/East Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Water Users – Dennis Miotke

Dennis read the following report:

[image: image4.wmf]
Dennis said that the Beaverhead River is a pretty blue green and is foaming because of the algae coming down the River.  

There was a Joint Board meeting last week and the decision was made to leave the release amounts where they are until the October 12, 2010 meeting.  The February target is 154,000 acre-feet.  

2.
NCRS:   No Report.

3. Wildfire:

Forest Service:  Tom Osen

There is low fire activity. Some people were sent to the Boise area to fight fires.    
A Hazard Tree Contract (a BLM type of contract) for the Maverick Mountain Ski Area has been put out for bid.   Three ski areas are under this contract:  Discovery, Maverick Mountain, and an area in the Gallatin. There are approximately 150,000 board feet in the Maverick area.  Some trees will be cut and hauled and some will be stacked and burned

BLM – No report.

State Lands – No report.

State Lands – No report.

Dillon Volunteer Fire Department – No report.

County Fire Warden – No report

4. Grazing:

Forest Service – Tom Osen

The cows are starting to come off the range.  There are a lot of springs that have been rejuvenated.  

BLM  -  No Report

State Lands -  No Report

5. National Weather Service – Gina Loss:


Gina gave a PowerPoint presentation on the following:

· Departure from Average Temperature – August 2010 – Near normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – August 2010 – Near to above normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – Water Year 2010 – Near to above normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation - Crop Year 2010 – Mostly near normal. 

· Departure from Average Temperature – September 2010 – Near to below normal.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – September 1 - 11, 2010 – Above to well above normal.

· Dillon Accumulated Precipitation by Water Year – Currently +1.97.

· Average Precipitation.

· Clark Canyon Reservoir.

· Clark Canyon Reservoir Trends.

· Lima Reservoir.

· Lima Reservoir Trends.

· USGS Gauge Readings – Monday, September 13, 2010.

· Montana Drought Status Map – August 2010.

· Observed Fire Danger – September 11, 2010

· (Experimental) Shrub Moisture – August

· Energy Release Component – Big Hole & Southwest Montana

· 100-hour Fuels – Big Hole & Southwest Montana.

· 1000-hour Fuels – Big Hole & Southwest Montana.

· Energy Release Component – South Central Montana/Yellowstone National Park.

· 100-hour Fuels – South Central Montana/Yellowstone National Park.

· 1000-hour Fuels – South Central – Montana/Yellowstone National Park.

· 6 to 10 Day Outlook.

· 8 to 14 Day Outlook.

· September Outlook.

· October – December Outlook – Issued August 15, 2010.

· El Nino/La Nina

 6. 
Farm Service Agency:  No report.

7. City of Dillon:  No Report.

8.
Extension Service:  No Report.

9. Fish, Wildlife, and Parks:  No report.

10. Drought Report – Larry Laknar:

Larry gave a PowerPoint presentation on the following: 

· Various Graphs on Clark Canyon Dam.

· Montana Drought Status by County – July 2010.

· Montana Drought Status by County -  June 2010.

· Crop Moisture Index by Division.

· Drought Severity Index by Division.

· Current Large incidents – September 9, 2010.

· Observed Fire Danger Class: 08-Sept.-10.

· Observed Computed 10-Hour FM: 08-Sept.-10

· Observed 100-Hour FM: 08-Sept.-10. 

· Observed 1000-Hour FM: 08-Sept.-10.

· Experimental Shrub Moisture:  August 31 – September 6, 2010.

· Relative Greenness August 31 – September 6, 2010.

· Visual Greenness: August 31 – September 6, 2010.

11. Other Business:  
Tom Osen informed everyone is leaving to take the District Ranger job in Grangeville, Idaho.
12. Montana Drought Advisory Committee: The Committee will meet September 23, 2010.

13.     Next meeting:  The Drought Task Force not meet in October.  The next meeting will be in March of 2011.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 11:35 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Greg Cooper – Community Greenhouse Donation:

Greg Cooper of the Dillon Garden Club joined the meeting. The Dillon Garden Club has a greenhouse that it would like to relocate to the Community Garden area so that people in the community can also use it. Greg distributed an information packet including a site proposal for the greenhouse. Greg has discussed this donation with Dave Ritz the leader of the Community Garden.  Commissioner Haugland is going to relocate the division fence and re-fence the area and he suggested putting the greenhouse in a corner to allow ease of tilling.  Greg was told that to due to noxious weeds the greenhouse would need to be power washed well before it is placed at the Community Garden. Gregg is going to call Fair Board Chairman Cathy Konan to see if the Board will approve this project while the weather is still nice. The Commissioners were in favor of this idea, but told Greg that he would need to get the Fair Board’s approval.

Ian Marquand – Interoperability Montana Project:

Ian distributed the following information to the Commissioners and discussed it with them:
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Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the September 5 – 11, 2010 invoices for a total of $230,256.93. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

No public comments were received.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
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THE FINANCIAL PLAN
For Ongoing Operations & Maintenance
(as approved August 10, 2010 by the IMPD)

State government should pay 75% of ongoing O & M costs:
Users should contribute 25%. (A 3:1 ratio of state-to-user funding.)

All public safety radios are welcome to join IM., regardless of jurisdiction:
The system will be built to handle all the users who want to join.

IM will collect user fees from all users, regardless of jurisdiction.
*User fees will be assessed annually.
*The fee will be the same for all users, regardless of jurisdiction.

How much will the fee be?
*The IMPD will determine that at its October 19 meeting.
*The most recent suggested figure is $100 per user per year.
*The IMPD will decide whether the fee is per-user or per-radio.
*The user fee could be lowered as more radios join the system.

When will it be due?
*Once the user is registered on the system and full service is available.
*Tt then will be invoiced on an anniversary date each year.

IM will reimburse tower site owners for their site maintenance costs.
*The reimbursement program will be financed by fees paid by all IM
users, including those who are not site owners.

*Site owners will enter into a service agreement with IM and will agree
to provide a given level of service for the coming year.

*Reimbursement payments will be annual and will cover expenses for
the previous year. (Tower, shelter, generator, power, road, etc.)

*IM estimates the annual cost of maintaining a tower site at $11,000.
(The exact reimbursement amount may vary due to available funds and
actual cost experience.)

*IM intends to pay the full amount to the site owner.

*Site owners must place any unused funds into a reserve account for
emergency infrastructure repairs/maintenance at the site.
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[image: image1.png]A STRATEGY FOR THE FUTURE:

THE I.M. BUSINESS PLAN
AUGUST 2010

KEY ELEMENTS OF THE PLAN.
Here are the key decisions made by the Interoperability Montana Project Directors:

1) IM will work to provide the following coverage in Montana:
a. 95% mobile radio coverage along all U.S. and state highways
b. 90% mobile data coverage along all U.S. and state highways
c. 100% portable “on street” coverage in large population areas.

©
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3) “Buildout” must include IM training of potential users, flect mapping and programming of
radios to prepare jurisdictions for system use. IM will charge users for these services once
“buildout” is complete.

4
(A detailed list of services and who will provide them is on the next page.)

5) IM will strive to pay for ongoing expenses with ongoing revenues. While IM secks the
‘most appropriate source for ongoing revenue, it will seck to re-direct Homeland
Security grant funds from buildout to operations, maintenance and administration.

6

7) IM will establish a formal process to evaluate non-microwave technology (i.c. privately-
owned fiber optic networks) to connect local tower sites, as a way to reduce costs.
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