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September 15, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, September 15, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the September 8, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the September 8, 2008 be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Department Report for September 7 - 13, 2008:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Blacktail, East Bench, Trout Creek, Smith, Stonehouse, Carroll, Ten Mile, Carter Creek and Sweetwater.

· Prep work for dust abatement on Sweetwater Road. 

· Bridge repair on Anderson Lane.  (Bridge #071D)

· Bridge repair on Little Lake Creek Road. (Bridge #088W)

· Watered South Valley Road.

· Bridge 

· Road checked area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed and watered on the South Valley Road.

· Removed brush on Pete Creek and Bean Creek on the South Valley Road.

· Cattleguard repair on North Valley Road.

· Road checked area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Miner Lake, Little Lake Creek, Gibbonsville and Steel Creek.

· Road checked area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

A letter will be written to Todd Butikofer from the Federal Highways Administration, (FHWA) regarding Beaverhead County giving the FWHA permission to use approximately 400 cubic yards of the County’s rock riprap located in the Tash Gravel Pit at Polaris, Montana for stabilizing the fill slope from station 24+106.00 to station 24+195.80 on the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway. In exchange for this rock riprap, the FHWA will install a drainage culvert in the Grasshopper Valley Overlook located around station 4+215.  This culvert will drain the water that builds up on the low side of the Overlook and runs across the road.

Dillon City Operations Manager J.S. Turner joined the meeting.

Richard explained about the damage to the deck of Little Lake Creek Bridge #88W.  The Commissioners approved the purchase of $1,950 of iron to fix the deck.  Dailey and Sons, the Company installing fiber optics and copper from Jackson to Wisdom, assisted in temporally fixing the bridge.  Road Supervisor Mike Shafer feels that Dailey and Sons did not cause the damage to the bridge.   The Nissan Lane Bridge, a Carrigan Lane Bridge and the Frying Pan Road Bridge are on the TSEP bridge program list.  The Department of Commerce is reviewing the list and will select some bridges for repair and submit the list to the Legislature for funding.

The material to fix the Anderson Lane Bridge has been ordered and this bridge will be fixed next week.  Richard left the meeting. J. S. voiced his concern about the need for the Anderson Lane bridge to be fixed and that it has been discussed that the headgate in the area could be resituated if the bridge is in better shape.  The County will also be upgrading the approaches to Anderson Lane Bridge.  J.S. left the meeting.

Commissioner McGinley informed the other Commissioners that he has been in contact with MACo JPIA Personnel Services Administrator Jack Holstrom regarding Richard Miller’s grievance against the County.  Jack has suggested that the County write a letter to Richard Miller denying his grievance and has given Commissioner McGinley some suggested wording for this letter.  Jack has told Commissioner McGinley that he feels comfortable with this situation.  Commissioner McGinley left for Helena to attend a Law and Justice Interim Committee meeting regarding detainee medical costs.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen was unable to make his appointment due to an emergency.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch was unable to make his appointment due to an emergency.



Planner Rick Hartz:
Action on Nature Conservancy’s Request for an Agricultural Exemption

Planner Rick Hartz and Travis Wilson from Anderson Engineering joined the meeting.  The Nature Conservancy wants to use an Agricultural Exemption to create a 40-acre parcel located in the NW1/4, NW1/4, Section 20, T13S, R2W of the Centennial Valley, adjacent to the North Valley Road.  This acreage has existing corals.  The Conservancy will then convey the 40-acres to Peggy Delaney.  Peggy Delaney will then be conveying 160-acres to the Nature Conservancy.  The 40-acres would be used exclusively for agricultural purposes and will have no water or sewer facilities.  Peggy will accept the 40-acres with the Agricultural Exemption.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that Nature Conservancy’s request that an agricultural exemption be used to create a 40-acre parcel located in the NW1/4, NW1/4, Section 20, T13S, R2W of the Centennial Valley, adjacent to the North Valley Road on be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Discussion and Action on the Memorandum of Understanding with the Sonoran Institute

Previous to this meeting the Commissioners were given a draft of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Between Beaverhead County and the Sonoran Institute for review.  Rick gave an overview of SB 201.
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The Sonoran Institute would be able to help the Community Planning Committee and Beaverhead County undertake the tasks and analysis under  (2) and (3) with guidance from the Community Planning Committee and County Planning Board.
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In 2005, Rick, Commissioner Haugland, and some Beaverhead County Planning Board members along with representatives from eight other counties attended a Community Land Use training workshop given by the Sonoran Institute.  Everyone was very impressed with the workshop.  Beaverhead County representative worked with the Sonoran Institute on a project in 2006 and one in 2007.   The Dillonite Daily suggested that people review the “Alternative View” web site for information on the Sonoran Institute.  On this website there is information that Jefferson County and Madison County representatives have stated that the Sonoran Institute has taken over planning in both Counties.  Rick called Jefferson County Planner Harold Stepper and Madison County Commissioner Dave Schultz and both stated that is not the truth.    Rick’s past experience with the Sonoran Institute shows that the Institute gathers information for the County.  This information can then be accepted, rejected, or filtered by the Community Planning Committee.  Rick feels the members of the Community Planning Committee are smart and intelligent enough to see if they are being manipulated.  Any recommendations to the Planning Board from the Committee can also be accepted, rejected, or filtered.  Rick recommends that the Commissioners enter into the MOU with the Sonoran Institute.  The Commissioners discussed that the instead of paying $4,000 of County funds they would agree to paying  $3,000.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the Commissioners approve the MOU with the Sonoran Institute provide $3,000 of County funds to the project.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with Commissioner Haugland present.  

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the September 7-13 2008 invoices for a total of $46,856.66. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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[image: image1.png]f) Collect US Census, subdivision, and building data from the last 20 years. These data
could come from local sources and/or the Montana Department of Revenue.

3) Use the data collected above to:
a) Project' future growth inside and adjacent to cities for the next 20 years including
how much the population will grow and how many new units are going to be built in

and around the town;

b)

Identify how and where future growth could adversely impact the following and plan
to avoid, mitigate, or significantly reduce those adverse impacts on:

i) threatened or endangered wildlife and critical wildlife habitat and corridors;

ii) water available to agricultural water users and facilities;

iii) the ability of public facilities, including schools, to safely and efficiently service
current residents and future growth;

iv) a local government's ability to provide adequate local services, including but not
limited to emergency, fire, and police protection;

V) the safety of people and property due to threats to public health and safety,
including but not limited to wildfire, flooding, erosion, water pollution, hazardous
wildlife interactions, and traffic hazards;







