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September 17, 2007


September 17, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on September 17, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the September 10, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the September 10, 2007 meeting be approved with additions.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Marilyn Benson and Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting.  Marilyn asked that when the 5500 road is constructed that it does not disturb the foundations of the old Ingram place located in Section 25.  Marilyn left the meeting.

Scott Marsh joined the meeting. Richard distributed copies of MCA code regarding the process of posting of private lands on County rights-of-ways. If the posting is not done correctly the County could lose gas tax money.   Richard suggested that a letter regarding this subject be sent to the Dillon Tribune. Discussion ensued. Richard will write a letter to Roger Peters regarding the posting of his property.  Scott left the meeting.

Road Manager Richard Miller submitted the Road Report for September 9-15, 2007.


Dillon Area

· The first bridge on the Blacktail Road was bladed and patched.

· Sections of Blacktail Road were hand patched.

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· Old Armstead Road, Medicine Lodge Road, Birch Creek road from Highway 91 to the Bender Center, Blacktail Road from the Anderson Ranch to North Valley Road, Lima Dam Road from the North Valley Road to the Clover Creek Crossing, and Hogsback Road from Highway 91 to Raffety’s were bladed.

· Rain/flood cleanup was done on Ten Mile Road.

· A fence on Rebich Lane was repaired from a tree removal last winter.

· A cattleguard in Bloody Dick Road at mile marker 5.5 was cleaned.

· Culverts in Bloody Dick Road and in Brenner were picked up and cleaned.

· “Road Closed” signs were moved to Lemhi Pass for winter use.

· Maintenance was done on the yard and shop.

·  Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The North Valley Road, Stibal Lane, Lima Dam Road, and Sage Creek Road were bladed.

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· Twin Lakes Road, Big Lake Creek Road, and Big Swamp Creek Roads were bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Maintenance was done on the shop and yard. 

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
The Preliminary Engineering Report Professional Services contracts with Great West Engineering were signed.

The County is going to start cleaning up the streets in Grant. Last week Richard talked to Dick Melle about removing his stuff from the streets, and if he does not remove his stuff, the County will haul it away.  Richard mentioned that there are junk vehicles that will need to be removed and he was unsure about the process.    Richard would like to have the County Attorney write Dick a letter about this matter.

The County has received a gravel pit closeout letter from the Department of Environmental Quality.

There was discussion about the Kade Krause project.  The County will complete the project when Southern Montana Telephone moves the fiber optic cable.  Commissioner McGinley will inform Kade of this matter.  Richard left the meeting.

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Approximately six applications have been received for the Deputy Sheriff’s job.  The deputy will start on October 1. It has been the pattern that Beaverhead County hires and trains deputies and then the deputies leave because of higher wages offered by other law enforcement agencies.  There was discussion that MACo was working on an agreement that if a deputy leaves the position within a certain timeframe they would have to reimburse the County for the training.  Jay left the meeting.

County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting and ongoing road issues were discussed. Marv left the meeting.

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Last Thursday the Planning Board approved the preliminary plat of the Dykstra Minor Subdivision.

This proposal will create a 20.02-acre tract from an existing 80.00-acre parcel, leaving a remainder of 59.98 acres.  The parent parcel is Tract B of Certificate of Survey #1307FT, which was created by Family Transfer by the previous owners. There is an existing shop/residence located on the remainder. 


This proposed subdivision is located approximately eight (8) miles west of Dillon adjacent to Highway 278 in Section 15, Township 7 South, Range 10 West.  There are a variety of other residential homesites in the immediate area.  They range in size from 20-acre parcels that were created as part of the Timber Butte Estates Major Subdivision, to smaller 5 - 10 acre certificate of survey parcels.  Seasonal grazing on other adjacent lands also occurs in this area.    


The owner of record is Gerrit Dykstra Living Trust, Wasilla, Alaska.

A written variance request has been submitted for this proposal.  The applicant requests a variance from Beaverhead County Subdivision regulation requirements that each lot’s length shall not be more then three (3) times the lot’s width. 


This proposed lot’s average width is 436 feet; the average length is 1,972 feet.  This exceeds the minimum allowance by 664 feet. 


A written variance request has been submitted for this proposal.  The applicant requests a variance from Beaverhead County Subdivision Regulation requirement that each lot’s length shall not be more then three (3) times the lot’s width.


This proposed lot’s average width is 436 feet; the average length is 1,972 feet.  This exceeds the minimum allowance by 664 feet.

Based on the Findings of Fact the Beaverhead County Land Use and Planning Staff recommends approval of the preliminary plat of the Dykstra Minor Subdivision subject to the following conditions: 

Standard Conditions
1.
The Beaverhead County Sanitarian shall issue a Certificate of Sanitation Approval for water and sanitation prior to final plat.

2. A Beaverhead County septic permit must be obtained prior to any new construction requiring sanitation on this lot.


3. Beaverhead County Sanitation’s approved drainfield and well locations shall be staked with steel posts or rebar on each lot to avoid confusion during septic permitting and homesite construction. 

4.       At the time of occupancy, the entrance to these lots shall be clearly marked with an address sign that complies with the Beaverhead County addressing ordinance.

5. Certification by a licensed title abstractor showing the names of any lien holders or claimants of record against the land and the written consent to the subdivision from lien holders or claimants of record against the land.

6. Any and all adopted State and County requirements and standards, which apply to the proposed subdivision, shall be met, unless otherwise waived for cause by the governing body.

7. The final plat shall be submitted to the County Planner by the developer with the appropriate review fee to ensure compliance with all conditions prior to the approval by the County Commission and recording by the Clerk and Recorder.

8. A noxious weed management plan will need to be submitted to the Beaverhead County Weed Board and approved by it prior to final plat approval.  A letter-of-credit will be required as part of their approval process.

9. The owners, heirs, successors, purchasers, and subsequent landowners waive the right to protest the creation of a Special Improvement District, or Rural Special Improvement District to provide improved public services to these parcels.  This waiver is binding, and will run with the lands included in the subdivision and will be clearly stated on the final plat.  

Site Specific Conditions
10. Language shall be added to the face of the final plat that all household pets shall be confined to the lot owners’ property or be under the owners’ direct control.

11. To ensure that service and emergency response vehicles can access the homesite, the driveway to the homesite on Tract B-2 shall not exceed a 10% grade.

12. Due to the potential of a flash flood or high water event on Ermont Gulch, the homesite on Tract B-2 shall be located out of the bottom of the gulch.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the variance request be granted for the preliminary plat of the Dykstra Minor Subdivision.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the preliminary plat of Dykstra Minor Subdivision be conditionally approve.

There was discussion about parkland fees.  Rick has contacted other counties regarding their fees.  Rick will present this information to the Commissioners at a later time.  Rick left the meeting.

Chairman Haugland recessed the Commissioners’ meeting at 11:00 a.m. for the E-911 meeting.   

E-911 Members Present: Chairman Larry Laknar, EMS Representative George Bradley, Commission Chairman Garth Haugland, Sheriff Jay Hansen, City Representative Swede Troedsson, and Fire Departments’ Representative Bev McDougal. Member absent:  Vice-Chairman John Gutcheck. Others present: Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice, E911 Coordinator Scott Marsh, and Secretary Patti Odasz.

Larry called the meeting to order.

MOTION:
Swede moved and Bev seconded that the April 16, 2007 minutes be approved as submitted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

There was no old business to discuss.

New Business

Review of E-911  - Scott Marsh

The County has a 97% match with Qwest and 3 Rivers.  Southern Montana Telephone has had trouble because quite a few ranches have more than one residence and these residences are addressed alphabetically.  A column had to be added to the database to accommodate the alphabetical addresses.  Southern Montana Telephone now has all the corrections made.  The data will be sent to Intrado in the near future. When the match is made, a work order will be given to Qwest to install two dedicated 911 lines. This process should take three to four weeks. The 800-number lines will remain intact.  When E911 is up and running, the County will go to a wireless system. Scott will send letters to all the cell providers in the County, and these providers will have six months to install the wireless equipment on the towers.  In the late spring or early summer the County should be ready for phase 2.    

Installation of Equipment/Computer programs – Scott Marsh

All equipment has been installed in the dispatch center. There a few wiring issues that need to be addressed, but these are not pertinent to the E911 system.  Bullberry will be installing mapping software and there will be two days training on this software.

The Search and Rescue building will be used as the alternate dispatch center.  The equipment will be exactly the same as in the dispatch center, but it has not been installed yet.  There is a new 100-foot tower at the Search and Rescue building with a microwave link.  

A question was raised about the location of the tower because of the airspace and advising the FCC on microwave locations.  The State of Montana has taken care of all the permits and licensing regarding this tower.

There was discussion about the problems between the Bullberry programs and CJIN and about the accessibility of the selector switch located in the old part of the Courthouse when the electricity goes out.

2007-08 Budget Review 

There were no questions regarding the budget.  If needed, a budget amendment can be done at the end of the fiscal year.

Quarterly versus Monthly Meetings

It was discussed that there probably is not enough business to continue to have monthly meetings and that perhaps meetings should be held quarterly.  If meetings are changed to quarterly the bylaws will need to be changed.  After discussion the decision was made to go to quarterly meetings starting in 2008. Amendment of the bylaws will be on the October 2007 agenda.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be October 15, 2007, at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.

Adjourn

MOTION:
Swede moved and Bev seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.









The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.


At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Haugland reconvened the Commissioners meeting.  Present:  All Commissioners, JPIA Land Use Planning Attorney Myra Schults, Planner Rick Hartz, Harriet and Frank Allen, Claudia Karchut, Larry Volkening, Clerk and Recorder Debbie Scot, Deputy Clerk and Recorder Kristy Sauerbier, Department of Commerce Attorney Kelly Casillas, and Secretary Patti Odasz.


Copies of the 76-2-101 – 76-2-117 MCA-“County Planning and Zoning Commission”, 76-2-201 MCA-“County Zoning”, and a draft zoning policy were distributed.


Myra gave a presentation regarding citizen initiated zoning.  Myra reviewed the specific state codes and the draft policy regarding this type of zoning.  Myra suggested that the County adopt a policy regarding citizen initiated zoning.   Myra and the rest of the people attending left the meeting.


WIC Representative Jill Pulaski and Public Health Nurse Sue Hansen joined the meeting.  Jill voiced her concern about the WIC program being run out of Anaconda. Discussion ensued.  Jill asked for a letter of support from the Commissioners to have the program be subcontracted under the Butte program.  The Commissioners asked Jill to provide them with a support letter from the Butte program.  Jill will meet with the Commissioners October 1, 2007 regarding this same matter and at that time will have with a support letter from Butte.


Sue reported that everything is running smoothly in the Public Health Department.  Sue has been referring people from other cities and counties to the Commissioners for more information on the County’s Joint City-County Health Board. Sue and Jill left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the September 9-15, 2007 invoices for a total of $34,546.78. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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