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September 29, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, September 29, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the September 15, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the September 15, 2008 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Department Report for September 21 - 27, 2008:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Blacktail, Frying Pan and Anderson.

· Road repair on Medicine Lodge Road.

· Bridge repair on Anderson Lane.  Bridge #071D

· Hauled gravel to bridge approaches on Anderson Lane.

· Road checked Dillon and Horse Prairie area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed and rock raked on the North Valley Road.

· Bladed on Munday Lane.

· Bladed and watered on the Oregon Shortline.

· Hauled gravel to Oregon Shortline.

· Road checked area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on Twin Lakes and Lower North Fork Roads.

· Stockpiled gravel on the Lower North Fork Road.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

On October 2, 2008, there will be a walk through on the Pioneer Scenic. Mr. Butikofer from the Federal Highways Administration will call with the time.

 R.E. Miller and Sons submitted an estimate of $4.17 per ton to haul and store gravel in the Centennial, but cannot start until November.  Rick Smith of Blacktail Fire Service, Inc., submitted an estimate of $4.30 per ton to haul and store gravel and he can start the project tomorrow.  The Commissioners agreed to have Rick start the project.

The earth on the north side of the Lacy Creek Bridge located on the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway is falling away.  There was discussion as to how this problem could be repaired.  

The abutments on the Anderson Lane Bridge are tipping inward and major work is needed. Richard suggested that the Commissioners contact Brian Miller from the Montana Department of Transportation and get suggestions on how this bridge could be repaired. 

Richard will have his desk cleaned out by tomorrow night and the County’s truck will be at the shop.  Richard will give Mike Shaffer his shop keys and he will give Chris Kraft his keys to the Courthouse.  Richard also said that he wanted the picture of Bannack that he gave the Board of Commissioners for Christmas in 1996.  Richard left the meeting.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Jay gave the Commissioners a copy of the “Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Public Safety Strategy Accomplishment Report 2001-2008”.“ Jailer Charlie Osborne’s last shift is tonight.  Jay has no intentions of appointing a new jailer at this time.  The Undersheriff might be given this job.  Jay wants to see how much work the jailer position entails.

There are two new dispatch trainees who are computer literate.  One of the trainees is almost ready to solo.

Jay has requested pricing for a new car from both dealerships. All the 2008 police package vehicles are almost all sold and he might have to wait to January or March to purchase a new car. Right now there are a lot of incentives for purchasing a new truck.  The $30,000 truck that was purchase last year is now selling for $21,000 with rebates.  The other Sheriff’s truck is on consignment at Big Sky Motors.

The average detention population for the first quarter has been 14 detainees.  Jay budgeted for eight detainees.   Most of the detainees are local.  

County Attorney’s Office Update:
County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  Jed, Jay, and the Commissioners discussed proposed legislation for medical bills for detainees.  Jay left the meeting.











Jed and Richard Miller did a site inspection of the townsite of Grant.  Richard updated Jed on the situation with Grant and the survey that was done of the townsite.  Patti was asked to research the Commissioners’ minutes regarding this survey.

Jed and Richard also did a site inspection of the 3rd Street Bridge in Lima and gave him an update on this TSEP project. There are easement issues with this project.

There as been a request from a citizen to talk to Jed about the Small Horn Canyon Road issue.  Jed asked the discussion litigation discussion on this matter be off the record.   After this litigation discussion, Jed asked that the meeting be back on the record.

The mylars for the Lovell Road survey are ready to be signed.  Jed suggested that Chairman Rice and the Bumps sign the survey at the same time because there is only one notary signature block.

Jed has formally offered the Deputy County Attorney position to one of interviewed candidates, but she has not responded yet. 

Jed has reviewed the file on permissive mills for the health insurance.  Montana statute shows that citizens cannot protest the County budget once the Commission has adopted it.

At the Commissioners request, Jed will to prepare a quit claim transferring the property that Nate Finch wants to donate to the County for the boundary adjustment in the town of Jackson.

At the Commissioners request Jed will prepare a generic lease for the County to lease ground owned by Roger Malmquist in Dewey for a school bus turnaround.  Mr. Malmquist will not charge the County anything for the lease.  Jed left the meeting.

Old Business
Frank Allen from the Beaverhead Allied Senior Services (BASS) briefly joined the meeting.  Due to cost increases, it has been proposed that starting January 1, 2009 the BASS bus only make one trip to Butte per month instead of two.  Frank asked that if this proposal were approved would it decease the bus driver’s wages.  The Commissioners assured Frank that the driver’s wages would not be decreased because of the cut back on the number of trips to Butte.  Frank left the meeting.

Planner Rick Hartz: Action on the preliminary Plat of the Notch Bottom Minor Subdivision 

Planner Rick Hartz and developer Dave Hagenbarth joined the meeting.  Previous to this meeting the Commissioners were given a copy of the “Findings of Fact, Staff Report, and Planning Board Recommendations” for the Notch Bottom Minor Subdivision.

This proposed one lot minor subdivision would create a 32.18-acre parcel from an existing larger agricultural tract adjacent to Hogsback Road in the SW1/4 of Section 31, of Township 4 South, Range 7 West.

The northerly boundary of this parcel is the centerline of the Big Hole River.  Existing land use of this parcel is agricultural grazing land, which is the predominate land use of the surrounding area as well. 

The applicant and landowner is James and David Hagenbarth dba Hagenbarth Livestock.
Based on the Findings of Fact the Beaverhead County Land Use and Planning Staff recommends approval of the preliminary plat of the Notch Bottom Minor Subdivision subject to the following conditions:

 (Standard Conditions)

1.  The Beaverhead County Sanitation will need to review and approve this proposal for water and sanitation.  A Certificate of Sanitary Approval issued by the Sanitarian will need to be recorded with the Final Plan.

2.  A Beaverhead County septic permit must be obtained prior to any new   construction requiring sanitation on this lot.

 3.
Beaverhead County Sanitation’s approved drainfield and well locations shall be  staked with steel posts or rebar on this lot to avoid confusion during septic permitting and homesite construction. 

4. At the time of occupancy, the entrance to this lot shall be clearly marked with an address sign that complies with the Beaverhead County addressing ordinance.

5.
Certification by a licensed title abstractor showing the names of any lien holders or claimants of record against the land and the written consent to the subdivision from lien holders or claimants of record against the land.

6. Any and all adopted State and County requirements and standards, which apply to the proposed subdivision, shall be met, unless otherwise waived for cause by the governing body.

7.
The final plat shall be submitted to the County Planner by the developer with the appropriate review fee to ensure compliance with all conditions prior to the approval by the County Commission and recording by the Clerk and Recorder.

8 A noxious weed management plan will need to be approved by the Beaverhead County Weed Board prior to final plat approval.

9. The owners, heirs, successors, purchasers, and subsequent landowners waive the right to protest the creation of a Special Improvement District, or Rural Special Improvement District to provide improved public services to these parcels.  This waiver is binding, and will run with the lands included in the subdivision and will be clearly stated on the final plat. 

(Site-Specific Conditions)

10. Firewise guidelines for rural homesites in this wildland interface will be required for vegetation management and building materials (see enclosed). 

11. The Safe Stocking Rate Determination, Grazing and Confinement Plan will need to be approved by the County Extension Agent and filed with the subdivision packet and covenants at the time of final plat approval. 



.

The preliminary plat approval is for a period of not more than three calendar years from the date of approval by the County Commission.  The applicant may request a time extension of preliminary plat approval, but such request must be received prior to the expiration date of this approval for due consideration of the request to occur.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the preliminary plat of the Notch Bottom Minor Subdivision be conditionally approved.
A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Rick and Dave left the meeting.

Judy Kearns, New Community Support Center Executive Director

Judy Kearns joined the meeting and introduced herself to the Commissioners.  Judy is also the Victim Witness Advocate and has met and is working with County Attorney Jed Fitch.  This year the Center has the grant that finances this program the Advocate more accessible to him. Because of confidentially issues Jed would like to have the Advocate under County Jurisdiction.  Judy left the meeting.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:40  p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Action on Grant School and Wise River School Budgets

The Beaverhead County Superintendent of Schools has submitted these budgets to the Commission for approval.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the Grant School and Wise River School budgets be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Action on Airport Board’s Recommendation to Select Principal Consultant for the Dillon Airport

The Airport Board has submitted a letter to the Commission that Robert Peccia and Associates be awarded the Principal Consultant position for the Dillon Airport.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Robert Peccia and Associates be awarded the Principal Consultant position for the Dillon Airport. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Old Business (cont.)

BCHS Bus Supervisor Kirk Bergeson joined the meeting to inquire about the proposed bus turnaround at the Big Hole Athletic Club in Dewey.  Kirk was informed that the County Attorney is drafting up a lease for this property.  Kirk left the meeting.

Review of Draft Personnel Policy

Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley joined the meeting and reviewed certain sections of the Policy with the Commissioners.  Patti will make the proposed changes and resubmit them to the Commissioners.  Charging for Notary Services was discussed.  Patti was asked to look further into this matter.  Betty left the meeting.


News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the September 21 – 27, 2008 invoices for a total of $70,287.38. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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