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October 1, 2007


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October 1, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on October 1, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the September 17, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the September 17, 2007 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted Road Reports for September 16-22 and September 23 – 29, 2007.

September 16-22, 2007


Dillon Area

· The Burma Road, Hartwig Lane, Medicine Lodge Road, Blacktail Road from the Matador Ranch to Price Creek, and Schoolhouse Road from Reichle School to the Glen exit were bladed.

· Dillon area roads and Grasshopper area roads were checked. 

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Sage Creek Road was bladed and the Lima Dam Road was bladed and rock raked.

· Lima and Dell area roads were checked.

· The shop was cleaned.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Ends were fabricated for culverts at Jackson to keep out debris.

· Little Lake Creek Road, Big Swamp creek Road, Twin Lakes Road, Miner Lake Road, and a portion of the River Road were bladed.

· Area roads in Jackson, Wisdom, and the Scenic Byway were checked. 

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
September 23 – 29, 2007

Dillon Area

· Medicine Lodge Road, Bloody Dick Road, Decker Lane, Rock Creek Road, Browne’s Bridge Road, Ten Mile Road, Bon Accord Road, Argenta Road, Stonehouse, and Cold Spring Creek Road were bladed.

· Ten Mile Road was bladed, watered, and dust abatement was applied.

· Gravel was hauled to Old Canyon Road.

· Equipment was moved to Elkhorn for culvert installation.

· Signs were installed for the Town of Lima.

· Construction signs on Nissen Lane were removed.

· Area roads in Dillon, Melrose, and the Grasshopper were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Mowing was done between Dell and Snowline.

· Lima Dam Road and Little Sheep Creek Road were bladed.

· Lima and Dell area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· River Road, Lower North Fork Road, and Miner Lake Road were bladed.

· Wisdom area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
Prior to this meeting the Commissioner reviewed a 1930’s petition, the viewer’s report, and the Commissions’ decision on Coyote Creek Road.  Four years ago the BLM asked the County to make a determination on this road. There was lengthy discussion on this matter.  This matter was tabled to later this afternoon.

Richard was given a brochure on road signs that are made by the Montana Prison Industry.  Richard will find out more about this program.

Richard updated the Commissioners on the dust abatement issue and the optional gas tax that were discussed at the MACo Transportation Committee meeting.  Flathead County has a draft dust abatement plan that will be submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality for approval.  The optional fuel tax does not include diesel. 

Dave Ellingson gave the County $30,000 to be used to improve Trapper Creek Road and Big Horn Road.   Next fiscal year this money will be put into a capital project fund.

This winter the County will be hauling gravel from Badger Pass to gravel Stonehouse Road to the junction with Ten Mile Road.

The Jackson project will be completed this week or next week. A culvert will be installed in Old Canyon Road this week.

Kevin Brewer, Maintenance Chief for the Montana Department Transportation (MDT), Butte District, has recommended that the existing cracks on Bannack Bench Road from Highway 278 to Bannack State Park be filled and then the Road chip sealed.  Richard will contact Jerry Walker from the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks about this project so that a contract can be written to do this project next summer.  The cattleguard will also be fixed at this time.  Richard left the meeting.

County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  The County has received a letter from Jean Bergeson, attorney for Rick Haffenfeld and Patty Bates, regarding the abandoned highway right-of-way on Laknar Lane. Due to the realignment of Laknar Lane the MDT has filed a Discharge of Easement.  Rick and Patty wish to acquire this piece of property.  Marv has told Jean that the County would not oppose a quite title action.

Marv was asked to write Richard Melle a letter requesting him to remove his stuff from the streets in Grant.  Marv left the meeting.

Beaverhead WIC representative Jill Pulaski joined the meeting.  Beaverhead County’s WIC program is subcontracted with the Anaconda-Deer Lodge program.  Jill explained some of the problems she feels there have been working with Anaconda-Deer Lodge and read some of the emails she has received.  Her job position has been advertised and the clinic has been expanded to three days per week with the hours being 8 a.m. to 12 noon and from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  Jill explained that the participants of this program need to have more flexible hours.   Technically Jill was informed that she is without a job.  Jill and the Anaconda Representative met with a State representative about these matters. The State informed Jill that Beaverhead County can be a stand-alone program, but all of the WIC programs will probably regionalized within 18 to 24 months.  Jill was also told that for Beaverhead County to have its own WIC program she would need a letter of support from the Commissioners. Fiscal matters for a Beaverhead County WIC program and how this program tied in with Public Health were discussed. A conference call between Jill, the State, and Commissioner McGinley will be scheduled in the near future.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that a letter to the State be written authorizing Beaverhead County’s WIC program be a stand-alone program thus severing the ties with Anaconda-Deer Lodge County’s WIC program.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.  











Jill left the meeting.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  


Planner Rick Hartz and KDBM Reporter Tom McKnight joined the meeting.


The draft zoning petition policy was discussed.  Rick asked the Clerk and Recorder and the County Attorney to review the document and notify him of any changes they would like to make.  Neither the Clerk and Recorder or the County Attorney had any changes.  Rick reviewed the changes that he made to the document and discussion about the draft policy ensued.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the County proceed with the adoption process for the Zoning Petition Policy. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.












Previous to the meeting the Commissioners were given copies of the City/County Task Force’s Report and Action on Recommendations to the Commissioners.


At the Planning Board’s regular meeting on September 13, 2007, the Board voted unanimously to recommend that the Commissioners take action on two issues:

1. To adopt the report and the recommendation of the City/County Task Force on the Growth in the 1-mile Primary Ring around Dillon.

2. Initiate a process of retaining a professional or organization to assist in the development of a Growth Plan for the 1-mile growth area.  The city of Dillon should also be invited to participate in the process (physically and financially).

Discussion ensued and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the City/County Task Force’s report and its recommendations on the Growth in the 1-mile Primary Ring around Dillon be adopted and to take under advisement initiating the process of retaining a professional or an organization to assist in the development of a Growth Plan for the 1-mile growth area.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Rick informed the Commissioners that the 13 deeds for the North Lane project are completed, but realty transfer certificates (RTC’s) cannot be completed without social security numbers.  Options were discussed.  The decision was made that Rick would send a letter to all parties involved asking them to attend a meeting to complete RTC’s. 

The Commissioners reviewed a letter from Rick listing the seven counties he contacted about fair market value for subdivision parkland and how each county handles the determination for this value.  Discussion ensued.  Rick will draft a policy on this matter for the Commissioners to review at a later date.


Rick reported that he received a call informing him that Ed Scott is staking out a building site in the Big Hole.  The situation was discussed.  Rick left the meeting


Darlene Lee joined the meeting to ask if the County had an ordinance about barking dogs because the dogs at the Humane Society bark all night.  Darlene was told that the County had no ordinance and referred her to the Humane Society Board and to the City of Dillon because the facility is located on City property.  Darlene and Tom McKnight left the meeting.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting to discuss the status of Coyote Creek Road.   A letter will be sent to the BLM stating the following:

The Beaverhead County Commissioners have reviewed the petition, the viewer’s report, and the Commissions’ declaration contained in Book J, Pages 474, 487, and 488 of the Commissioners’ Journal concerning the road now known as the Coyote Creek Road.

It is the conclusion of this Commission that a petition for County road exists beginning at the Southwest corner of Section 30, Township 9 South, Range 13 West, MPM and across Sections 25, 24, 13, 11, and 2 in Township 9 South, Range 14 West, MPM.

Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the September 16-29, 2007 invoices for a total of $89,236.79. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board


                                                       







PAGE  

