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October 3, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, October 3, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the September 19, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

	MOTION:	Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the September 19, 2011 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting

The following Road Department Reports for September 18 – 24, 2011 and for September 25 - October 1, 2011 were submitted:

September 18 – 24, 2011:

Dillon Area
· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Blacktail, Corinne, Mansfield, Bachelor Mountain, Lemhi, Stoddard and Bloody Dick. 
· Worked on Lemhi Pass for the road projects.  Project #1108-09.
· Replaced three culverts and cleaned two culverts on Blacktail Road.
· Hauled gravel on Hogsback Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked local area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Lima Area
· Bladed on the following roads:  Big Sheep Creek and Nicholia/Meadow Creek cut across, Meadow Creek and Monida Hill.
· Hauled gravel and installed a culvert on Ruby Divide Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Wisdom Area 
· Bladed and installed two culverts on Twin Lakes Road.
· Flood damage repair on Twin Lakes Road.
· Repaired and installed a culvert on Gibbonsville Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

September 25 - October 1, 2011:

Dillon Area
· Bladed and watered on the following roads and lanes:  Blacktail, Buster Brown, Rebish, Bolick, Schultz, Freeman, Cosgrove, East Bench, Trout Creek, Anderson, Bloody Dick, Coyote Creek and Smith.
· Worked on Lemhi Pass for the road projects.  Project #1108-09.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked local area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Lima Area
· Bladed on Meadow Creek and Medicine Lodge Roads.
· Hauled gravel on Medicine Lodge Road, Gravley Lane and Gosman Lane. 
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Wisdom Area 
· Bladed on Big Lake Creek Road.
· Installed a culvert on Big Lake Creek Road.
· Hauled gravel to Big Lake Creek Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Scott reported that the repair of a section of Lemhi Pass Road has been completed.  Scott explained that a mud “volcano” erupted and spewed mud for approximately one hour.  The road caved in, the fence sunk, and telephone lines were exposed.  Scott explained how the damage was repaired.  Scott is going to try to have the deadline of December 31, 2011 for the expenditure of Federal Highway Administration funds on this road extended so that the road can be magchlorided next year.

Scott has talked to Russ Sutton from MDOT about whose responsibility the damaged private road sign on Whitetail Lane, which is located in MDOT’s right-of-way. Scott was informed that it is not MDOT’s responsibility; that if the County installs the sign it is probably up to the County to maintain it.  Discussion ensued.  The Commissioners will review the sign policy.

Scott reported that some of the material for the Dillon Shop floor project has been delivered.

Beaverhead County has received two cattleguards from MDOT that were replaced on
I-15 during MDOT’s resurfacing project.  These cattleguards only need a little work to make them useable.

Scott reported that the road graveling project in the Hildreth II Subdivision is being started today.  The Homeowners’ Association is paying for the gravel.

Commissioner Rice reported that he has received several calls about establishing a speed limit for the South Valley Road.  There are people that are traveling too fast and some have actually left the road or side swiped a cattle truck.  The first reading of a speed limit ordinance for South Valley will be on the October 11, 2011 agenda.

Jamie reported that Southern Montana Telephone costs for Internet access at the Wisdom Shop range from $29.90 to $79.90 depending on the speed required.  At this time Facility Administrator Chris Kraft does not have a used computer.  The Commissioners will see if an old computer can be obtained for the Wisdom shop.

Awarding of TSEP Engineering Planning Grant:

Commissioner McGinley reported that County Engineer Jim Carpita was out of town today, but three firms’ submitted proposals for the TSEP Engineering Planning Grant.  There were:

Stelling Engineering of Great Falls
Robert Peccia and Associates of Helena
Great West Engineering of Helena

Of the three proposals, Great West Engineering scored the highest.

MOTION:	Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice second that Beaverhead County accept Great West Engineering’s proposal, which will allow the contract negotiations for the TSEP Engineering Planning Study to start. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

No public comments were received.

Action on the Stone Creek Minor Subdivision Final Plat:

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting. Before this meeting each Commissioner was given a copy of the Stone Creek Minor Subdivision Final Plat report for their review.

The Beaverhead County Planning Department recommends final plat approval of the Stone Creek Minor Subdivision. All the conditions of approval that were placed on this Subdivision at the time of Preliminary Plat approval on May 23, 2011 have been met or otherwise satisfied. The Final Plat review fee of $250 has been paid to Beaverhead County. 

MOTION:	Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Final Plat of the Stone Creek Minor Subdivision be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

There were no public comments received.

Discussion of the West View Minor Subdivision:

Rick distributed copies of an email from Paul Rebich regarding Eliason Lane and the West View 2 Minor Subdivision.  

Attached to Paul’s email was Exhibit 1, a survey of the property being discussed. Paul will use this Exhibit to secure a Storm Water Discharge Associated with Construction Activity permit from the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for a gravel pit that will be used by Beaverhead County for the improvement of Eliason Lane.

Paul states in his email that as previously discussed Rebich and Sons Livestock Co., Inc. will allow for the removal of up to 10,000 yards of gravel from this site.  Rebich and Sons will provide the following:

▪ The Storm Water Discharge Associated With Construction Activity Permit.
▪ the removal of as much topsoil as is necessary to provide the needed gravel for the Eliason Lane project.
▪ reclaiming of the site after the gravel is removed.

Beaverhead County agrees to the following:

▪ Bear all other costs associated with the removal of the gravel.
▪ agrees that this will satisfy condition #21 of the Preliminary Plat of the Hidden Meadow Subdivision.
▪ agrees that this will satisfy Condition #17 of the Preliminary Plat of the West View 2 Subdivision.

Condition #21 – Hidden Meadows Major Subdivision:

Amended by Planning Board: Impacts to Eliason Lane as a result of increased traffic will be determined by the County Commissioners in conjunction with the developer.  Mitigation measures, if any, will also be determined by the County Commissioners and the developer as well with discussion specifically to include an engineered designed culvert on Eliason Lane at the head of the drainage swale with enough easement for the maintenance of the swale. 

Condition #17 – West View 2 Subdivision: 

Prior to the filing of the Final Plat of the West View 2 Subdivision; Eliason Lane will be improved to Beaverhead County Road Standards from Carrigan Lane to its junction with this subdivision’s primary access road, if an agreement between Beaverhead County and the developer of the Hidden Meadows Major Subdivision that satisfies condition #21 of that subdivision’s conditions of approval has not been finalized. 

At this time a conference call was held with Paul.  The items in his email were discussed.

Paul has not submitted the application to DEQ, but can have it submitted this week.  DEQ has informed Paul that if the application is complete, DEQ is approves it upon receipt.  The acres used for this project has to be under five acres. The permit would be good for one year.  Paul will only remove the topsoil on the size of the area that is needed.   The road along the west boundary of the property will be used for transporting the gravel.  At the Commissioners request, Paul will submit the application to DEQ this week.  

Condition #21 and Condition #17 were discussed.   Paul stated that County Engineer Jim Carpita needs to decide about the culvert, and then Paul will do his work according to whatever Jim has decided. It was discussed that perhaps the culvert will not be needed.  Paul asked if the County receives the documentation that the permit has been approved, would the Commissioners consider these Conditions met.  The Commissioners agreed that they would.

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

There was discussion regarding maintenance of road signs.  Rick stated that maintenance of these signs is not addressed in the Sign Policy.

Commissioner McGinley stated that Timber Butte Estates Homeowners Association is asking for assistance in the legal determination if the roads in the Timber Butte Subdivision are public or private.  This matter will be given to County Attorney Jed Fitch.

Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley and Commissioner Rice present.  

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

The Commissioner opened their mail and email and responded accordingly.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the September 18 – October 1, 2011 invoices for a total of $90,609.84, beginning with check #181094 and ending with check #181182. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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