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October 4, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, October 4, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the September 20, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the September 20, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn. and Steve MacArthur joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Reports were submitted:

September 19 - 25, 2010:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  East Bench, Trout Creek, Rebich, Bolick, Downing, and Fern.

· Completed the road improvement project on Fern Lane.

· Attended a Safety Meeting at the Dillon Shop.

· Moved equipment.

· Shop maintenance.

· Road checked all local roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the South Valley Road.

· Replaced a culvert on Bean Creek.

· Hauled gravel to Bean Creek.

· Attended a Safety Meeting at the Dillon Shop.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked the South and North Valley, Dell and Lima area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Cleaned a culvert on Bloody Dick Road.

· Finished the road improvement project on Big Lake Creek Road.

· Screened gravel on the Upper North Fork Road.  

· Finished re-decking Bridge #064-D on the Upper North Fork Road.

· Attended a Safety Meeting at the Dillon Shop.

· Road checked the Wisdom and Jackson areas.

· Equipment service and repair.

September 26 – October 2, 2010:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads:  Hogsback, Apex East, Schoolhouse and Birch Creek.

· Watered, bladed and applied magnesium chloride on Fern Lane.

· Watered on Old Armstead Road.

· Hauled equipment to the South Valley Road.

· Hauled blacktop from Butte to Laknar Lane.

· Blade patched on Laknar Lane.

· Hand patched on Laknar, Webster, and Schuler Lanes.

· Re-decked a temporary bridge stored at the Dillon Yard.

· Road checked Horse Prairie, South Valley, Glen and Dillon area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the following roads:  Ashbough, Old Armstead and Bimat.

· Processed gravel at the Alaska Basic gravel pit, GP210.

· Fenced the county road at Bean Creek where a culvert was replaced.

· Moved equipment from Lima to Centennial Valley for Hell Roaring and Elk Lake culvert projects.

· Road checked the South and North Valley, Dell and Lima area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Replaced a culvert and extended two 36” culverts on Steel Creek Road.

· Hauled gravel on Steel Creek Road.

· Cleaned up the barrow pits on Steel Creek Road.

· Rip rapped the ditch on Steel Creek Road.

· Hauled equipment from the South Valley Road to Wisdom.

· Road checked the Wisdom area.

· Equipment Service and Repair.

Four loads of cold mix were ordered from Hollow Construction.  Three loads were put on Laknar Lane and one load was put on Blacktail Lane.  With permission, Mike will order hot mix from Idaho Falls and put it on Blacktail Lane.  The Commissioners gave their permission.

Mike informed the Commissioners that Ray Gross would be doing a survey in the Sweetwater area. When the County realigned Sweetwater Road from the canal to the top, the right-of-way documentation was never changed.  Ray said that he could do the survey as long as he is the area surveying. The Commissioners gave their permission to have Ray Gross do the survey. 

Mike has been working with Nathan Korb from the Nature Conservancy on the Hell Roaring Creek Project.  County employee Luke Fitch is hauling material for this project.  The Nature Conservancy has hired a contractor from Ennis to install the pipe.

Alaska Basin Gravel Pit has been staked and all of the appropriate information will be sent to the is state  

Vigilante Electric is installing a power line in the barrow pit at Elkhorn.  Mike will check on this project sometime this week.

Mike will meet with Tom Tamcke on Wednesday to discuss some cattleguard problems Tom has on Mansfield Lane.  Mike will probably tell Tom to leave the fences up on each side of the road because cows will cause problems for the road.  

Gravel is being hauled Steel Creek Road and two new pipes have been installed.  There are two more pipes that will be installed and the road will be widened.  The County will have this road fixed from Highway 43 to the bridge. 

The crew will start reclaiming the shoulders of Birch Creek Road and clean up the area.  The graveling of this road might not get done this year.  Work will be done to the temporary bridge and hopefully this month it will be installed as the detour bridge for the Birch Creek Bridge project.

Mike informed the Commissioners that Bruce Botsford called to inform him that none of the neighbors on Schultz Lane want a Rural Improvement District so no one will be attending the meeting this afternoon.

Mike said that the Union contract indicates the road employees get new clothing and coveralls.  All the men have told Mike that all their coveralls, etc. need to be replaced.

The pickup will be ready this week and on Thursday, Luke will take it to Laden, Utah to pick up the trailers.  It would cost $800 to have the trailers brought to Dillon.    

There was discussion about purchasing new loaders.

Commissioner Rice said that the County is getting funding to build a two bay building at the Dillon Airport, but this would not happen until FY12.

Mike stated that in regards to the floor project for the Dillon shop the sewer and septic need to be completed before winter and the other work can be done during the winter.

Mike informed the Commissioners that he would be submitting pictures showing a contractor taking the County’s gravel taking out of Snowline Gravel Pit.  The Commissioners will then write a letter to the contractor

The County is in good shape for its next TSEP bridge projects.  

Jamie informed the Commissioners that she has been trying to email the Federal Highway Administration to get reimbursement for the Lemhi Pass project, but the email is not working well.  Everyone is receiving horrible messages and the Internet was down last Thursday and Friday. Jamie feels that the County needs to change Internet providers.

Jim has sent out the contracts for the Museum projects except for the re-appointing and the heating because he has not received the proper information from the contractors doing these projects.  The deadline for this information is today.

Jim informed the Commissioners that while Larry is gone he would answer technical questions and do inspections for septic systems.

Jim said that he would start working on the Dillon shop’s floor project.  

Commissioner Rice informed Jim that private citizens want to improve the announcers’ booth at the Fairgrounds and asked if Jim would bore the posts on the booth when he bores the grandstand posts.  Jim said that he would.

Chairman McGinley and Commissioner Rice reported on the MACo Convention that they attended last week.  Chairman McGinley has been elected Secretary/Treasurer of the Forest County Coalition and he was also elected for a four-year term as a MACo Health Care Trust representative.

Facility Administrator Chris Kraft joined the meeting.  There was discussion about changing Internet providers.  Chris will contact 3-Rivers.  In the past Chris contacted Bresnan, but his calls were not returned.  Chris reported the Dan Compton of Blue Moon Technologies’ server was flooded, but a new server will be up and running today.

Discussion and Action on Listing Myrtle Spurge and Cyprus Spurge as Noxious Weeds in Beaverhead County 

Commissioner Haugland informed the Commission that Myrtle Spurge and Cyprus Spurge are ornamental spurges, but are just as toxic to animals as General Spurge.  At its last meeting the Weed Board voted unanimously to recommend placing Myrtle Spurge and Cyprus Spurge on Beaverhead County’s Noxious Weed list.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Myrtle Spurge and Cyprus Spurge be added to Beaverhead County’s Noxious Weed List. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Second Reading and Action on Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-5 – Trapper Creek Road:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  The second reading of the above mentioned Ordinance was given and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-5 – Trapper Creek Road be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The Commissioners signed the Ordinance.
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Jed briefly informed the Commissioners that the current issue with the house across the Trapper Creek Road easement needs to be resolved.

Second Reading and Action on Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-6 – Old Canyon 

Road:

The second reading of the above mentioned Ordinance was given and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-6 – Old Canyon Road be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The Commissioners signed the Ordinance.
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Second Reading and Action on Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-7 – Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway:

The second reading of the above mentioned Ordinance was given and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Speed Limit Ordinance 2010-7 – Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The Commissioners signed the Ordinance.
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For County Road: Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway #002.D
1. DEFINITIONS:

A. MOTOR VEHICLE: Motor vehicle means every vehicle propelled by its own

power and design used primarily to transport persons or property upon the roads
and highways of the state. Included in this definition are trailers, semi-trailers and
house trailers.

B. VEHICLE: Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or
property may be transported or drawn upon the public ways.

C. MOTORCYCLE: Motorcycle means a motor vehicle having not more than
three (3) wheels in contact with the ground with a saddle on which the operator sits or a
platform in which he stands and a driving wheel in contact with the ground in addition to
the wheels of the vehicle itself. A motorcycle may carry one or more attachments and a
seat for the conveyance of a passenger. The term does not include a tractor.

D. DAYTIME/NIGHTTIME: Daytime is defined as one-half hour before sunrise
to one-half hour after sunset. Nighttime means at any other hour.

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle or motorcycle of
any character upon a county road in excess of the posted speed limit.

3. The Posted Speed Limits for Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway, Section 30, T6S,
R12W, beginning at the intersection of Montana Highway 278 and Pioneer Mountains
Scenic Byway at mile marker 0 and ending at Section 34, TIN, R11W, at the
intersection of Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway and Montana Highway 43, mile marker
44.1, shall be as follows:

(A)  Beginning at Montana Highway 278, mile marker 0 to approximately 500
feet south of the entrance of the Polaris School, mile marker 4.1, Section
6, T6S, R12W,

The SPEED LIMIT shall be 50 MPH.

(B)  Beginning approximately 500 feet south of the southern entrance of the
Polaris School, mile marker 4.1, to approximately 500 feet north of the
entrance of the Polaris School, mile marker 4.3, Section 6, T6S, R12W.

The SPEED LIMIT shall be 40 MPH.

(C)  Beginning approximately 500 feet north of the entrance to the Polaris
School, mile marker 4.3, and ending approximately 500 feet south of





[image: image6.png]southern entrance to the Grasshopper Inn, mile marker 9.2, Section 8
T5S, R12W.

The SPEED LIMIT shall be 50 MPH.

(D)  beginning approximately 500 feet south of southern entrance to the
Grasshopper Inn, mile marker 9.2, and ending at the junction of Mono
Creek Road and the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway, mile marker 23.8,
Section 28, T3S, R12W.

The SPEED LIMIT shall be 35 MPH:

(E)  Beginning at the junction of Mono Creek Road and the Pioneer Mountains
Scenic Byway, mile marker 23.8, and ending, at the intersection of
Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway and Montana Highway 43, mile marker
44.1, Section 34, TIN, R11W.

The SPEED LIMIT shall be 50 MPH.

4. This speed restriction shall not operate as a waiver of the basic rule requirement,
which is any person operating or driving a vehicle of any character upon the public
roads of this county shall drive in a careful and prudent manner and at a rate of speed
no greater than is reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the point of
operation taking into account the amount and character of traffic, condition of brakes,
weight of vehicle, grade and width of highway, conditions of service and freedom of
obstruction to view ahead. Persons shall drive so as not to unduly or unreasonably
endanger the life, limb, property or other rights of the other persons entitled to the use

of the road.
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Appointment of Post-Election Audit Committee for the 2010 Federal General Election:

Prior to this meeting Clerk and Recorder Debbie Scott submitted a written request that Barbara Hall, Betty Tinsley, and Shannon McWilliams be appointed to serve on the Post-Election Audit Committee.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that Barbara Hall, Betty Tinsley, and Shannon McWilliams be appointed to serve on the Post-Election Audit Committee for the 2010 Federal General Election. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Action on County Classification Designation:

The County Commissioners have received the County’ taxable valuation of $21,068,972 from the Department of Revenue.   In accordance with 7-1-2112 and 7-1-2111 the following motion was made:

 
MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Beaverhead County be designated as a third class County as the taxable valuation is $21,068,972.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 11:30 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Opening and Action on Apex Gravel Crushing Bids:

County Engineer Jim Carpita, County Attorney Jed Fitch, County Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Chris Mehring from R.E. Miller and Sons Construction, Marty Salusso from Centennial Concrete, Bill Hollow from Hollow Construction, and Fred Coleman from Coleman Construction joined the meeting for the opening of these bids. The County’s bid specifications were for 25,000 cubic yards of crushed gravel.

The bids are as follows:


Hollow  Construction, Butte, MT:   $4.88  - $122,000


Centennial Concrete, Butte, MT:   $5.09  - $127,250


R.E. Miller and Sons, Dillon, MT:   $5.60  - $140,000

Jim reviewed the bids. There were no exclusions, exemptions, or reservations, so he recommended that the Commissioners accept Hollow Construction’s bid.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that Hollow Construction be awarded the Apex gravel crushing bid. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Jim stated that when the County receives an insurance certificate from Hollow Construction a “Notice to Proceed” would be sent to Hollow Construction.  This project is a 21 day project from the time Hollow Construction receives that Notice to Proceed.”

The County will receive $74,000 from the Resource Advisor Committee (RAC) for this project.  If the RAC money is not spent by the end of the year, Jim will need to file an extension. 

Bruce Botsford:  Shultz Lane Rural Improvement District (RID) Project:

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Previous to this meeting Rick gave each Commissioner a copy of the County “Draft Rural Improvement District Policy” for review.

Rick was informed that Bruce Botsford sent a message informing the Commissioners that none of his neighbors wanted an RID, so no one would be attending this meeting.

There was discussion about Sections 11 and 12 of Title 7 MCA that govern special districts.

Commissioners told Rick that they feel the County should have a policy for RID’s.  Rick will continue to work on this policy  

Other Business:

County Superintendent of Schools Emily Rebish and County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  Last week the Office of Public Instruction (OPI) informed the Commissioners that Emily’s countywide mill calculations for the school transportation and retirement were not correct.  Emily explained that she had “turned around” two numbers on the calculation sheet and that now she had the correct mills.  After lengthy review of the reports and worksheet it was further noticed that a percentage of the SRS monies was used instead of the actual amount received.  Emily explained that at one of the trainings she was told to use 10 to 50 percent of the amount to do the calculation.  Chairman McGinley called Janelle at OPI and after taking with her it was determined that the actual amount of the SRS monies should be used.  Emily recalculated the levies and brought them to the Commissioners.  Jed will write a Resolution that will correct the mills that were set on August 30, 2010.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the September 19 – October 2, 2010 invoices for a total of $109,954.25. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

George Warner and County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  George discussed with the Commissioners and Jed why he feels the lessees at the Airport, of which he is one, should not have to submit a certificate of insurance which names the County as additional insured.  Discussion ensued.  George asked if the Commissioners would give him until the first of the year to research the County’s insurance policy and to find why the County is paying $6,000 for airport insurance and to find out exactly what this covers. George said that he would be happy to submit a certificate if after his research he feels one is actually needed.  George mentioned that perhaps a maintenance district should be established at the Dillon Airport for the lessees so that each individual person would not have to purchase a certificate.  The Commissioners told George that they would not give him any more time to submit a certificate; that one need to be submitted as soon as possible.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.   
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Ordinance No. 2010-5

For County Road:_Trapper Creek Road - #040-D

1. DEFINITIONS:

A. MOTOR VEHICLE: Motor vehicle means every vehicle propelled by its own

power and design used primarily to transport persons or property upon the roads
and highways of the state. Included in this definition are trailers, semi-trailers and
house trailers.

B. VEHICLE: Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or
property may be transported or drawn upon the public ways.

C. MOTORCYCLE: Motorcycle means a motor vehicle having not more than
three (3) wheels in contact with the ground with a saddle on which the operator sits or a
platform in which he stands and a driving wheel in contact with the ground in addition to
the wheels of the vehicle itself. A motorcycle may carry one or more attachments and a
seat for the conveyance of a passenger. The term does not include a tractor.

D. DAYTIME/NIGHTTIME: Daytime is defined as one-half hour before sunrise
to one-half hour after sunset. Nighttime means at any other hour.

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle or motorcycle of
any character upon a county road in excess of the posted speed limit.

3. The Posted Speed Limits for Trapper Creek Road No. 040-D, which begins at
the Beaverhead-Madison County boundary, Section 35, T2S, R9W and ends at
Beaverhead-Deer Lodge National Forest boundary, Section 22, T2S, R10W shall be as
follows:

A. Beginning at Trapper Creek Road No. 040-D, which begins at the
Beaverhead-Madison County boundary, the thread of the Big Hole River, Mile
Marker 0.20 of Trapper Creek Road and ending at the west side of the Big
Hole River Slough Channel, Section 35, T2S, ROW, the speed limit shall be
Twenty-five (25) miles per hour.

B. Beginning at the west side of the Big Hole River Slough Channel, Section 35,
T2S, ROW and ending at the Beaverhead-Deer Lodge National Forest
boundary Mile Marker 7.50, the SPEED LIMIT shall be Thirty-five (35) miles

per hour.

4. This speed restriction shall not operate as a waiver of the basic rule requirement,
which is any person operating or driving a vehicle of any character upon the public
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Ordinance No. 2010-6

For County Road: Old Canyon Road #781-D

1. DEFINITIONS:

A. MOTOR VEHICLE: Motor vehicle means every vehicle propelled by its own

power and design used primarily to transport persons or property upon the roads
and highways of the state. Included in this definition are trailers, semi-trailers and
house trailers.

B. VEHICLE: Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or
property may be transported or drawn upon the public ways.

C. MOTORCYCLE: Motorcycle means a motor vehicle having not more than
three (3) wheels in contact with the ground with a saddle on which the operator sits or a
platform in which he stands and a driving wheel in contact with the ground in addition to
the wheels of the vehicle itself. A motorcycle may carry one or more attachments and a
seat for the conveyance of a passenger. The term does not include a tractor.

D. DAYTIME/NIGHTTIME: Daytime is defined as one-half hour before sunrise
to one-half hour after sunset. Nighttime means at any other hour.

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle or motorcycle of
any character upon a county road in excess of the posted speed limit.

3. The Posted Speed Limit for Old Canyon Road #781-D shall be as follows:
Beginning at the intersection of Ski Hill Road and OId Canyon Road and ending

at the intersection of Old Canyon Road and the Pioneer Mountains Scenic
Byway. The SPEED LIMIT shall be 20 MPH.

4. This speed restriction shall not operate as a waiver of the basic rule requirement,
which is any person operating or driving a vehicle of any character upon the public
roads of this county shall drive in a careful and prudent manner and at a rate of speed
no greater than is reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the point of
operation taking into account the amount and character of traffic, condition of brakes,
weight of vehicle, grade and width of highway, conditions of service and freedom of
obstruction to view ahead. Persons shall drive so as not to unduly or unreasonably
endanger the life, limb, property or other rights of the other persons entitled to the use
of the road.

DATED THIS, L{ DAY OF @c}@\w’ , 2010,
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