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October 9, 2007


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

October 9, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on October 9, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the October 1, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the October 1, 2007 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


 The Commissioners received a letter dated September 25, 2007, from the U.S. Board of Geographic Names regarding a name change proposal to rename Squaw Pass to Snoo-weh Pass.  After some discussion regarding this proposal the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded to support the renaming of Squaw Pass to Snoo-weh Pass. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously. 











 
The Commissioners reviewed the Resolution to Adopt a Zoning Petition Policy and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Resolution to Adopt a Zoning Petition Policy be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.













The Resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION NO. 2007 -24 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT ZONING PETITION POLICY


WHEREAS, 76-2-101 MCA allows citizen initiated zoning; and

WHEREAS, there is new development occurring in Beaverhead County and citizens of Beaverhead County have inquired about the zoning processes; and

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commissioners feel that it is in the best interest of the citizens and Beaverhead County to have a Zoning Petition Policy that establishes a guideline for citizen initiated zoning.


NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Beaverhead County Commissioners that the Beaverhead County Zoning Petition Policy be adopted.


DATED this 9th day of October 2007.
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Garth L. Haugland







Chairman








Beaverhead County Commissioners







Michael J. McGinley

Commissioner






C. Thomas Rice







Commissioner

Attest:

Debra L. Scott

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder


County Attorney Marv McCann and County Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Last week Commissioner McGinley and Rick did a site inspection of the Ed Scott property by Wise River.  Mr. Scott has had a road built, a septic system installed and a location for a house as been staked.  There was discussion regarding this situation.  The County has not given Mr. Scott a Big Hole Conservation Development Permit. Marv will write a letter to Mr. Scott telling him that if construction activity continues without obtaining the appropriate permits the County will take legal action.  Rick left the meeting.


The Bureau of Reclamation has given its approval for the Lovell Road right-of-way.    Marv left the meeting.


Commissioner McGinley left the meeting to attend a MACo Health Care Trustee meeting in Helena.


The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting: County DES Coordinator Larry Laknar, East Bench Unit Representative Dennis Miotke, Fire Warden Scott Marsh, Great Falls Weather Service Representative Dan Reilly, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Barbara Bauerle. Copies of the agenda and attachments were distributed.  Introductions were given and Chairman Haugland turned the meeting over to Larry. 


Dennis gave the following report on the Clark Canyon Dam and the Lima Reservoir:


Clark Canyon Dam


Storage:


September 2007 – Elevation: 5,518.52
Storage: 62,137 Acre Feet


September 2006 – Elevation: 5,519.30
Storage: 64,373 Acre Feet



Difference:         -2,236 Acre Feet

Oct. 9, 2007 -- Elevation: 5,519.30 Storage: 64,373 Acre Feet – 36% of average


Inflows:


September 2007: 10,581 Acre Feet
178 CFS/day -- 57% of average



September 2006: 16,119 Acre Feet
271 CFS/day -- 87% of average


The average inflows for the last five days: 169 CFS/day



Releases:


September 2007:
8,345 Acre Feet
Total Gain in Storage:  2,236 Acre Feet


September 2007:   10,988 Acre Feet
Total Gain in Storage:  5,131 Acre Feet


Present Release: 30 CFS.


Lima Dam

Elevation: 6,561.10
Storage:  12,357 Acre Feet – 41% of Average


Releasing:  25 CFS


Release Average: 82 CFS/Day

Wildfires:

Scott said that there was no new information at this time.  There are no fire restrictions in the County except for the Red Rock Refuge, and it is at Stage 1.  Larry stated that considering the number of fires and the intensity of the fires in Beaverhead County and the State of Montana it is amazing that no one was killed.

Dan Reilly from the National Weather Service gave his power point presentation. Updates were given on the following:  Temperature Anomalies – September 2007; Percent of Normal Precipitation – September 2007; Percent of Normal Precipitation - Water Year 2007; Percent of Normal Precipitation -- Crop Year 2007; Dillon Accumulated Precipitation by Water Year; Average Precipitation – Beaverhead and Madison Counties; Montana Drought Status Map – September 2007; National Drought Monitor – Issued October 2, 2007; Predictive Service Areas – Fuels and Fire Danger; NR06- Big Hole Montana - Energy Release Component; NR06-Big Hole Montana --1000 Hour Fuel Moisture;   NRO9 – South Central Montana/Yellowstone  -- Energy Release Component; NR09 South Central Montana/Yellowstone – 1000-Hour Fuel Moisture; Observed 10 Hour Fuels – October 1, 2007; Wildland Fire Outlook – October 4, 2007; September Outlook; Wildland Fire Outlook, October 1 – 31, 2007; November - January Outlook; Significant Wildland Fire Outlook – November - December 2007; and Drought Outlook – Issued October 4,  2007.

The next Drought Task Force meeting will be March 10, 2008.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting1: 30 p.m. with Commissioner Rice present.

 
Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the October 1 - 6, 2007 invoices for a total of $39,346.81. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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