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October 13, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Tuesday, October 13, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Report on County Projects:

Road Employee Scott Jones, Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin, and County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting.  

The following were reported and discussed:

· Montana Department of Transportation Butte District Maintenance Supervisor Loran Wallace found a snowplow for the County, but it was too late and went to auction.  Tri-State Equipment has notified the County that it has a snowplow.  Scott will get information about the plow.

· It has been determined that the computer in the truck that is in Butte for repair is not working, so it will be sent to Cummins for repair.

· Chris Mehring from R.E. Miller and Sons Construction will be setting up a crusher at the Martinell gravel pit at Dell and wants to know if the County wants crushed gravel.  Discussion ensued, but a decision was not made.

· The area on the east side of the Canyon Ditch for the Carrigan Lane bridge detour will be flagged so that an operator can widen it.   This area of the detour will be delineated with reflective markers. This project will probably be started in mid November.

· The cattleguard on McKnight Road is almost collapsed.  Scott does not believe that this road is a County road, but he will check.

· Schultz Lane was discussed.  This project is a cost share project with the BLM. The County has shaved the Lane, but it needs gravel.  This project will probably be started next spring.

· Chairman Rice signed a quarterly report for the BLM fuel reduction grant.

Scott submitted the following Road Department Report:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads:  Anderson, Albers, Birch Creek East, Schoolhouse and Blacktail.

· Plowed snow on local roads and Scenic Byway.

· Attended a school on gravel pits and loaders.

· Set up snowplows.

· Mowed on the Scenic Byway.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Dillon area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the South Valley Road.

· Moved equipment.

· Plowed snow in the Lima area, Big Sheep Creek Road and Monida.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and Centennial Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the Lower North Fork and Little Lake Creek Roads.

· Hauled gravel to Little Lake Creek Road.

· Burned trash on Little Lake Creek and Rock Creek Roads.

· Moved equipment.

· Equipment service and repair.  
· Jim had the Commissioners sign a Depository Slip, signature certification form, and TSEP Final Project Management Plan for the three TSEP bridge projects.

· The cement for the Governor Creek Bridge project will be poured today.  The area was heated all night. Jim will spend the day at this project.

· The construction of the guardrails for the 3rd Street Bridge do not meet County standards, but the County standards do not have crash ratings and are not certified.  When the bid was let Trinity Manufacturing proposed another railing system that was crash tested.  This proposal was approved, but the railings were not constructed as approved way.  There are three options:  have the contractor build the railings per County standards, build the railings like they were submitted and approved, or have a Trinity Engineer sign-off on the railings.  A pay request for this project has been submitted for everything except for the railing.

· The excessive water for the TSEP bridge projects will still be an issue.  Jim suggested that perhaps the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks would amend the permits for doing the stream work to the spring and summer.  The bridges can be built at any time.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen, GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh, Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) Biologist Craig Fager, FWP Game Warden Rick Schmauch, and FWP Officer in Training Drew Scott, and Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.

There was lengthy discussion about the elk movement in the Lima area in regards to public safety during hunting season and options on how public safety could be achieved.  The following proposal was discussed. There was discussion about barricading West Road at both ends, a barricade on Reeder Road at the frontage road, and “No Parking, Through Traffic Only” signs on both ends of Little Sheep Creek Road.

FWP will do press releases and Scott will create maps of the designated areas. The maps will be published in the Missoula, Kalispell, and Hamilton papers. The Commissioners will take action on this matter at their October 19, 2009 meeting.  A map of the closures will be given to the Road Department.  The proposed dates are from October 21 and situation the will be reassessed on November 2, 2009.

Action on the Final Plat of the Notch Bottom Minor Subdivision:

Planner Rick Hartz presented the Final Plat and the Final Report of the above-mentioned Subdivision to the Commissioners.  

The Beaverhead County Planning Department recommends Final Plat approval of the Notch Bottom Minor Subdivision.      The conditions that were placed on this Subdivision at the time of Preliminary Plat approval (September 29, 2008) have been met or will be otherwise satisfied prior to the filing of the Final Plat and the Final Plat review fee has been paid to Beaverhead County. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Final Plat of the Notch Bottom Minor Subdivision be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Commissioner McGinley left the meeting for an appointment in Missoula.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland present.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

The County Attorney was unable to make his appointment.

Minutes:

The minutes of the October 5, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the minutes of the October 13, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

Planner Rick Hartz briefly joined the meeting to inform the Commissioners that he is trying to arrange a preconstruction meeting for the Laknar Lane Pedestrian Path project.  He will keep the Commissioners updated.

Chairman Rice distributed a copy of a punch-list of the Airport Reconstruction Project.  Last Tuesday a walk-through of the project was done.   The contractor, Helena Sand and Grave, started this project a week late and when the change order was made the Contractor was given two more weeks.  Now the Contractor is asking for more time to complete the project.  Chairman Rice and Peccia and Associates Engineers believe that the Contractor does not have enough people onsite to do the work.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the October 4-19, 2009 invoices for a total of $429,439.97. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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