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October 14, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Tuesday, October 14, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the October 6, 2008 meeting and hearing were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the October 6, 2008 meeting and hearing be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for October 5 – 11, 2008 and also submitted a Completion and Status of Funds Certificate for the TSEP Bridge Inventory project.   Chairman Rice signed the certificate.  Jamie left the meeting.

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Medicine Lodge, Bannack Bench, River, Ruby Divide, North Valley and Bannack.

· Plowed snow on the following roads and lanes:  Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Brenner, Bloody Dick, Medicine Lodge, Lemhi Pass, Flynn, Buster Brown, Bannack Bench, Smith, Blacktail, Old Stage, Eliason, Rebich and Bolick.

· Plowed snow on the pavement with a truck on the following roads and lanes:  Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway, Blacktail, Carrigan, Selway, Pioneer, Laknar, Webster, Schuler, Sweetwater, Lovers Leap, Airport and Clarks Lookout.

· The Dillon Road crew had 110 hours of overtime from Friday thru Monday plowing snow.  

· Mounted snowplows on equipment for winter.

· Mixed 400 yards of sand and salt at shop for winter.

· Sign repair:   “Bump” sign on Highway 324 at Bridge #B54-D, and   bridge end repairs on Anderson Lane at Bridge #B10-D, 

· Installed subdivision signs in the grasshopper – Meadow Lake Lane and Bonnie Glen Lane.

· Two employees attended a LTAP sign school in Bozeman.

· Repaired a guardrail on Anderson Lane Bridge at Bridge #B10-D.

· Moved equipment for snow plowing.

· Seeded the Gravel Pit on Medicine Lodge Road for reclamation.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper and Glen area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on the following roads and lanes:  Big Sheep Creek, Meadow Creek, Nicolia Creek, North Valley and South Valley.  The Lima Road crew had to rescue the Lima School bus Saturday night with their football team on it.  The Lima Road crew had 40 hours of overtime plowing snow.

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Elk Lake, North Valley, Little Sheep Creek, Reeder, Munday and Chute Canyon.

· Road checked Lima and North Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Hauled gravel on the Lower North Fork Road to repair flood damage.

· Road checked Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Due to the snowstorm this weekend there were multiple wrecks including some semi-trucks.  The Highway Patrol asked that the Interstate be closed early in the morning, due to some communications problems Jay had to also request the closure later that morning.  There was a search during the storm, which turned out well, and all Search and Rescue members were home by 6:00 or 7:00 p.m. that night.

Under Sheriff Jake Heinecke joined the meeting.  After some complaints about a bus load of dogs being in town. The driver of the bus had no priors and the dogs looked healthy.  There was no reason to detain the driver, so Jake made the decision to let him go. The driver drove the bus to Butte, where the bus broke down.  There was discussion as to what the County’s options were if it had to house numerous dogs.  The Humane Society could possible provide 50 temporary kennels. The Commissioners and Jay felt that using the old wooden stalls at the Fairgrounds would be the best option.  Jay will write a draft policy for the Commissioners regarding this matter.  

There have been approximately 10 inmates per day in the jail.

Jay is going to advertise outside the Department for a jailer administrator.  Jay and Jake left the meeting.

Drought Task Force
The following people joined the meeting:
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Introductions were given and copies of the agenda and other information were distributed   Chairman Rice turned the meeting over to Larry Laknar.

Bureau of Reclamation/East Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Water Users – Dennis Miotke:


Clark Canyon Dam


Storage:


September 30, 2008     Elevation:  5,519.35
Storage: 64,518 Acre Feet


September 30, 2007     Elevation:  5,518.52
Storage: 62,137 Acre Feet




Difference:        +2,381 Acre Feet


Present Elevation:  5,521.31 Acre Feet    


Present Storage:  70,387 Acre Feet        56% of Avg.


Inflows:


September 2008    14,783 Acre Feet

248 CFS/day -- 79% of average



September 2007    10,581 Acre Feet

178 CFS/day -- 57% of average


The average inflows for the last five days: 293 CFS/day



Releases:


September 2008     8,178-Acre Feet
Storage Gain: 6,605 Acre Feet


September 2007     3,345-Acre Feet
Storage Gain: 2,236 Acre Feet


Present Release: 34 CFS.


Lima Dam

October 14, 2008 
Elevation: 6,566.71 
Storage: 22,291 Acre Feet  74% of Avg.


Releases: 14 CFS/Day


Inflows:  (last 5 days average) 93 CFS/Day


NRCS:  No report

Wildfires:

Dillon Volunteer Fire Department & County Fire Warden – Scott Marsh

The Willow Fire burned 5,664 acres, 54 of which were in Montana.  The fire burned for 86 days.

The Timber Fire started September 29, 2008 and burned 1,731 acres, 96 if which were in Montana.

Grazing: No report.

National Weather Service – Gina Loss

Gina Loss from the National Weather Service gave her power point presentation via the Internet and conference call.  Updates were given on the following: Temperature Anomalies September 2008; Percent of Normal Precipitation – September 2008; Percent of Normal Precipitation – Water Year 2008; Percent of Normal Precipitation - Crop Year 2008; Departure from Average Temperature  - October 1 – 12, 2008; Percent of Average Precipitation – October 1 - 12 2008; Precipitation Totals – October 1 – 12, 2008; Preliminary Storm Totals 0 October 10-12, 2008; Average Precipitation, NRCS Surface Water Supply Index October 1, 2008; USGS Gauge Readings – Tuesday, October 14, 2008; Dillon Accumulated Precipitation by Water Year; Clark Canyon Reservoir; Clark Canyon Reservoir – Elevation 2004-2008 and Average; Montana Drought Status Map – October 2008; National Drought Monitor – issued October 7, 2008;  8 to 10 Day Outlook – 500 mb heights and anomalies; 8 to 14 Day outlook – Temperatures and Precipitation; October outlook – Issued September 30, 2008; El Nino / La Nina; November - January Outlook – Issued September 18, 2008; and, Drought outlook – issued October 2, 2008

Farm Service Agency:  No report.

City of Dillon:  No report.

Extension Service:  No report.

Fish, Wildlife, and Parks:  No report.

Drought Report – Larry Laknar:

Larry reviewed with the Task Force the following:  Clark Canyon Reservoir Forebay Elevation – line graph; Clark Canyon Reservoir Storage Content – line graph; Clark Canyon Reservoir Daily Mean Computed Inflow – line graph; Clark Canyon Reservoir Daily Mean total Discharge – line graph; Clark Canyon Reservoir Storage Content – line graph; Clark Canyon Reservoir Daily Mean Computed Inflow – line graph; Montana Reservoir Storage Graph for Clark Canyon Reservoir, Lima Dam; and the Ruby River; and the Montana  Department of Natural Resources and Conservation – Water Resources – Reservoirs September 30, 2008.

Other Business:

Larry reviewed the locations of the Snotel sites with the Task Force.

Montana Drought Advisory Committee

The Committee will meet on Wednesday, October 15, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 102 of the State Capitol.

Next Meeting Drought Task Force Meeting

The next Drought Task Force meeting will be March 9, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ room. The Drought Task Force left the meeting.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Discussion Regarding Appointment of Airport Appeals Board

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting. The Dillon Airport Affected Area (AAA) Regulations became effective in August, thus making Rick Hartz the Administrator of the Regulations.  The AAA also mandates that the County Commissioners appoint an Airport Appeals Board.  This Board will hear variance requests and appeals to the AAA Regulations.  The membership of the Board will include the chairman of the County Planning Board, one landowner affected by the AAA, one resident from the City of Dillon, and two at large members. Rick will contact the following people and ask if they would be interested in being appointed to the Board:  Eric Hammer; Steve Cottom; T.J. Reynolds; Andy Gaasch, Scott Marsh; Garth Haugland; and Patti Rowland.  Rick left the meeting.

Employer Payment Policy Discussion and Action

The Commissioners reviewed and discussed a draft of the Employer Payment Policy and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded to reaffirm a previous Commission action denying PERS payment for previous employment. and to approve the following Employer Payment Policy. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.  
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Petition for Annexation

The Commissioners reviewed the Petition for Annexation that the Mayor and the Dillon City Council has asked the County to approve.  This petition asks that the property located at 56 Fairway Drive, Dillon, Montana, and more particularly described as Tract 4, NE1/4 of Section 18, T7S, R8W and as described in a deed dated December 3, 1984 and recorded on December 13, 1985 in Book 242, Page 1462 records of Beaverhead County, Montana be annexed into the City of Dillon.  Due to a drug forfeiture this parcel of land now belongs to the County and or the Sheriff’s Office in particular. Before action is taken on this petition, the Commissioners want to discuss the matter it with Sheriff Jay Hansen, County Attorney Jed Fitch, and Dillon Mayor Marty Malesich.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley   seconded the Petition of Annexation be tabled until the October 20, 2008 meeting. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Walk-ins

Public Health Director Sue Hansen joined the meeting. Sue is submitting foundation for the Multi-County Public Health Emergency Plan (MCPHEP) group a Multi-State Learning Collaborative grant application from the Robert Wood Johnson, The Counties in this Group consists of Anaconda-Deer Lodge, Butte-Silver Bow, Madison, Granite, Jefferson, and Beaverhead.  All the Counties but Butte-Silver Bow would participate in this grant program.   If MCPHEP were awarded the grant each County would receive $10,000.  Each County’s representative in MCPHEP is asking if his or her Commissioners would be interested in administering the grant.  The grant can be administered two different ways:

1. The Fiscal Agent that is chosen would distribute $10,000 to each County.

2. Each County would submit invoices to the Fiscal Agent for payment.

For an administrative fee, the Commissioners offered to have Beaverhead County’s Financial Administrator be the Fiscal Agent for this grant.  Sue left the meeting.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the October 5 – 11, 2008 invoices for a total of $61,181.30 The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
          Chairman of the Board
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Employer Payment Policy

I. Section 19-3-505, MCA
Payment of Employer Contributions and Interest on Previous Service

A Public Employees’ Retirement System (PERS) member may purchase:

1. All or a portion of the member’'s employment with an employer prior to the
time the employer entered into a contract for PERS coverage; and
2. All or a portion of the member's employment for which optional PERS

membership was declined (both of which are known as previous service).

PERS employers must establish policies regarding payment of employer contributions
and employer interest due for the previous service being purchased by an employee.
This policy applies indiscriminately to all employees and former employees.

It is Beaverhead County’s policy not to pay the employer’s contributions due on
previous service and to not pay the outstanding interest due on the employer's
contributions for the previous service.

Il. Section 19-3-504, MCA
Payment of Interest on Employer Contributions for Workers’ Compensation Time

A PERS member may purchase time during which the member is absent from service
because of an employment related injury entitling the member to workers’ compensation
payments. PERS employers are required to pay employer contributions and must
establish a policy for the payment of interest on employer contributions due for the
workers' compensation time being purchased by an employee. The policy regarding
payment of interest must be applied to all employees similarly situation.

It is Beaverhead County’s policy not to pay the outstanding interest due on the
employer's contributions for the employee’s purchase of workers’ compensation time.

C_“/ W )

C. Thomas Rice
Chairman
Beaverhead County Commissioners
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