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October 17, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, October 17, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the October 11 & 13, 2011 meetings were read and the following motion was made:  

	MOTION:	Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the October 11 & 13, 2011 meetings be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for October 9-15, 2011 was submitted:

Dillon Area
· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Bannack Bench, Ten Mile, Argenta, Stonehouse and Schoolhouse.
· Worked on the shop floor Project #1110-12 to move the compressor.  
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked local area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Lima Area
· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Steel Bridge, Gleed, Little Sheep Creek, West, Munday, Gosman and Gravely.
· Installed a culvert on Gravely Lane.
· Repaired washouts on Sage Creek Road.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Wisdom Area 
· Replaced culverts on Little Lake Creek and Upper North Fork Roads.
· Bridge repair on Little Lake Creek Road, Bridge #088W.
· Moved equipment.
· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.

Scott reported that due to the rain the crews are blading roads in the County.
Scott and Bob Duhame from the Forest Service are going to meet to discuss a Schedule “A” Agreement.  After this meeting Scott will bring the draft Agreement to the Commissioners.

Scott asked if the crew should blade Downing Lane.  The Commissioners told Scott yes, but in the long term something needs to be done about the ownership of this road.  Years ago, due to a process error, this road was not made as a County road.  Commissioner McGinley suggested that perhaps the Commissioners should meet with the adjoining landowners.

Scott has sent a letter to Century Link stating that the County will not pay for the phone line that was cut by the County because it was not marked.

The Bar TT encroachment application and letter were discussed.  A water problem on Brenner Lane was created from the owners washing equipment.  Scott has written down his comments regarding the application. Commissioners will take care of the rest of the application.  

Scott stated that the contractor will start work on the Dillon shop floor this morning.  Last week R.E. Miller and Sons personnel came to start their work, but couldn’t because the crew was not told they were coming so nothing had been moved.

Scott has talked to Wisdom-Wise River Forest Service District Ranger Russ Riebe about the logging that is scheduled on the Byway after the December 15 closure date.  Discussion ensued.  Ranger Riebe joined the meeting to discuss this matter with the Commissioners.  There will be three sales involved.  If a buyer wants to log this winter, Russ asked what kind of stipulations the Commissioners wanted in the contract.  The area involved is also a national snowmobile trail and one option is to allow mixed traffic.  The Commissioner stated that due to safety concerns they do not want mixed traffic on the road.  Other options were discussed.  The Commissioners would prefer not to have logging done after the winter closure of the road.

Russ reported that next spring the Forest Service is going to offer a timber sale on the main Byway corridor.   The Forest Service is contemplating stipulating the use of rubber tires only so that the road would not be damaged.   Burn piles, etc. will also be addressed. 

Review and Action on the Dixon Minor Subdivision Preliminary Plat:

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting. Previous to this meeting the Commissioners were given the information packet and the Staff Report and Planning Board’s Recommendation on the Dixon Minor Subdivision Preliminary Plat.  Rick reviewed the report with the Commissioners.

This proposal would create a 1.17 acre lot from a larger agricultural tract of land owned by Robert D. Dixon.  This proposed lot is where the existing ranch residence and yard Is located at the ranch headquarters.  This creation of a separate parcel for the residence is being done as part of the Dixon’s estate planning.

This proposal is located approximately 1/2 – mile east of Lima Montana off of Lima Dam Road in Section 4 of Township 14 South, Range 8 West.

Primary land use in this area is agricultural.

Based on the Findings of Fact, the Beaverhead County Land Use and Planning Staff recommends approval of the preliminary plat of the Dixon Minor Subdivision subject to the following conditions:

(Standard Conditions)

1.	Certification by a licensed title abstractor showing the names of any lien holders or claimants of record against the land and the written consent to the subdivision from lien holders or claimants of record against the land.

2. 	Any and all adopted State and County requirements and standards, which apply to the proposed subdivision, shall be met, unless otherwise waived for cause by the governing body.

3.	The final plat shall be submitted to the County Planner by the developer with the appropriate review fee to ensure compliance with all conditions prior to the approval by the County Commission and recording by the Clerk and Recorder.

4.	A noxious weed management plan will need to be approved by the Beaverhead County Weed Board prior to final plat approval.

5.	The entrance to this lot shall be clearly marked with an address sign that complies with the Beaverhead County Addressing Ordinance. 
 
(Site-Specific Conditions)

6.	A bacteriological water test for the well on proposed Lot 1 shall be submitted to the Beaverhead County Sanitarian prior to final plat approval.  This condition requested by the Beaverhead County Sanitarian, Larry Laknar. 

7.	Since the septic tank on proposed lot 1 is more then 5-years old, a copy of an invoice from a septic pumping company showing that the tank on this parcel has been pumped within the last three years, and either an affidavit, or inspection report that the system is in good working order shall be submitted to the Beaverhead County Sanitarian prior to final plat approval.  This condition requested by Beaverhead County Sanitarian, Larry Laknar.
The preliminary plat approval is for a period of not more than three calendar years from the date of approval by the County Commission.  The applicant may request a time extension of preliminary plat approval, but such request must be received prior to the expiration date of this approval for due consideration of the request to occur.
	
MOTION:	Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Preliminary Plat of the Dixon Minor Subdivision be conditionally approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Review and Action on the Scott Minor Subdivision Preliminary Plat:

Previous to this meeting the Commissioners received information packets and the Staff Report and Planning Board’s recommendation for the Scott Minor Subdivision Preliminary Plat.  Rick briefly reviewed the report with the Commissioners.

This proposed one-lot minor subdivision would create an 18.94 acre lot from a larger contiguous agricultural tract of land owned by Clark Canyon Ranch, LLC.  

This proposed lot is located in Section 4 of Township11 South, Range 10 West adjacent to Old Armstead Road.  This proposal is about 26 miles south of Dillon near the I-15 Red Rock Interchange just south of Clark Canyon Reservoir.

The intent of this proposal is to transfer ownership of this parcel and the existing historic two-story home that is located on it back into the extended Renfro family. 

Legal and physical access to this lot will be from Old Armstead Road, a county maintained public road.

Access to the existing residence currently is from Roe Lane which is also a county maintained road.  The current access crosses a small piece of land owned by the Turner Ranch.  If the applicants wish to continue to use this existing access off of Roe Lane, they will need to secure an easement from the Turner Ranch. 

A new access from Old Armstead Road would require an approach permit from the Beaverhead County Road Department

Based on the above Findings of Fact, the Beaverhead County Land Use and Planning Staff recommend approval of the preliminary plat of the Scott Minor Subdivision subject to the following conditions:

(Standard Conditions)

1.	A Beaverhead County Septic Permit must be obtained prior to any new construction requiring sanitation on this lot. 

2.	The entrances to this lot shall be clearly marked with an address sign that complies with the Beaverhead County addressing ordinance.

3.	Certification by a licensed title abstractor showing the names of any lien holders or claimants of record against the land and the written consent to the subdivision from lien holders or claimants of record against the land.

4. 	Any and all adopted State and County requirements and standards, which apply to the proposed subdivision, shall be met, unless otherwise waived for cause by the governing body.

5.	The final plat shall be submitted to the County Planner by the developer with the appropriate review fee to ensure compliance with all conditions prior to the approval by the County Commission and recording by the Clerk and Recorder.

6.	A noxious weed management plan will need to be approved by the Beaverhead County Weed Board prior to final plat approval.

(Site-Specific Conditions)

7.	The Beaverhead County Safe Stocking Rate Determination, Grazing Plan, Confinement Plan for this parcel will need to be reviewed and approved by the County prior to final plat approval. 

8.	A biological water test for the well on proposed Lot 1 shall be submitted to the Beaverhead County Sanitarian prior to occupancy.  This condition requested by the Beaverhead County Sanitarian, Larry Laknar. 

9.	Since the septic tank on proposed Lot 1 is more than 5-years old, a copy of an invoice from a septic pumping company showing that the tank on this parcel has been pumped within the last three years, and either an affidavit, or inspection report that the system is in good working order shall be submitted to the Beaverhead County Sanitarian prior to occupancy.  This condition requested by Beaverhead County Sanitarian, Larry Laknar.

10.	A 15ft. wide ditch easement for irrigation or waste water shall be shown on the Final Plat where this existing ditch runs along the westerly property boundary in the Old Armstead Road right-of-way.

11.	If access to this lot will continue from Roe Lane, an access easement from Turner Ranch will need to be submitted with the final plat.  If future access is from Old Armstead Road, an approach permit will need to be issued from the Beaverhead County Road Department and submitted with the final plat. 

The preliminary plat approval is for a period of not more than three calendar years from the date of approval by the County Commission.  The applicant may request a time extension of preliminary plat approval, but such request must be received prior to the expiration date of this approval for due consideration of the request to occur.
	
MOTION:	Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Preliminary Plat of the Scott Minor Subdivision be conditionally approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


 911 Committee Meeting:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 11:00 a.m. for the 911 Committee meeting.

Open of and Action on Eliason Lane Bids:
 
No bids were received 

Craig Fager of Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks:  Elk Capture:

Craig Fager and Neil Anderson from the Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) joined the meeting.

The FWP are going to capture female elk in Hunting District 325 using the helicopter net method.  The elk will be tested on the spot for Brucellosis.  Any elk that is positive for the disease will be pregnancy tested.  All pregnant elk will be fitted with a vaginal implant transmitter (VIT), which is designed to be expelled during a birth/abortion event.  All positive elk will be fitted with a radio collar.  This will allow sampling of the ground were the birth/abortion occurred. Additional GPS collars will be placed on randomly selected seronegative elk. All elk implanted with VIT will be tracked. All radio collared elk will be monitored from the air once a week.   The GPS collars are scheduled to blow off automatically in a year.  The data from the GPS collars will be downloaded and used to evaluate elk movement patterns.  

Neil distributed information on the 2010-11 Elk Brucellosis Surveillance project.
  
Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

The Commissioners opened their mail and email and responded accordingly 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the October 9-15, 2011 invoices for a total of $51,547.52, beginning with check #181246 and ending with check #181301. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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