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October 25, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, October 25, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Chairman McGinley was in District Court for Jury selection.

Minutes:

The minutes of the October 18, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the October 18, 2010 meeting be approved with changes.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and Road Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for October 17-23, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Installed new speed limit signs on the Scenic Byway for the new ordinance. 

· Installed 20 MPH speed limit signs on Old Canyon Road and 2 – 35 MPH speed limit signs on Big Horn Road.  

· Installed a “No Motorized Vehicles” sign on Laknar Lane bike path.  

· Hand patched on the following roads:  White, Pioneer and Frying Pan. 

· Moved cement block and cribbing from Corinne Trail to Birch Creek for the bridge replacement project.

· Replaced a deck on the temporary bridge for Birch Creek bridge replacement project.

· Moved equipment to Birch Creek for the bridge replacement project.

· Welding and fabrication on the water truck, snow plows and trailers.  Set up a snowplow.

· Trimmed brush and willows on Trapper Creek and Schoolhouse Roads.

· Road checked Melrose, Glen, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper and Dillon area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  West, Munday, Chute Canyon, Gosman, Hansen and South Valley.

· Hauled gravel on South Valley and Elk Lake Roads.

· Moved equipment back to Lima from the Centennial Valley.

· Replaced a culvert on Corral Creek on South Valley Road.

· Road checked the South Valley, Dell and Lima area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Rock Creek, Miner Lake, Skinner Meadows and Twin Lakes.

· Hauled equipment to Dillon.

· Road checked the following roads:  Upper and Lower North Fork, Big Swamp Creek, Steel Creek and Big Lake Creek.

· Equipment service and repair.

Mike informed the Commissioners that the BLM will be taking timber salvage out of the Stone Creek area, but he does not believe the County roads would be used.  Mike will talk to Bob Gunderson from the BLM today about this matter.

Mike gave the Commissioners copies of pictures of areas in the Centennial Valley where he feels the BLM could locate gravel pits.  The BLM requested this information from Mike.  One location is on Curry Creek, one location is in the Mud Lake area, one location is by Stibal Lane and one location is just over the Monida Hill.  The BLM will take care of the required permits, but the County will need to have a reclamation plan.

Mike has purchased a small seeder that can be pulled by  a 4-wheeler for reseeding gravel pits.  The Weed Department has offered to loan the Road Department a four 4-wheeler to pull the seeder.

Hollow Construction is setting up its crusher today at the Apex Gravel Pit and should have the project completed within 10 to 12 days.  All the paperwork on this project was completed on time.

Jeff Gleason from the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) will have three snowplow trucks by the end of the week for Mike to inspect. 

Mike asked that the Commissioners to send Russ Kipp a letter requesting that he keep his water out of the County’s right-of-way on the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway.

Mike is going to order a couple sets of truck snowplow blades to have on hand this winter.

There is confusion on the gravel permits for the Snowline Gravel Pit.  There is only suppose to be one permit, but the State has a permit and the County has a permit.  The state wants to relinquish its permit.  The Snowline Grazing Association cannot sell gravel out of this pit.  Gilman Construction has the contract to provide the State gravel for the Interstate.  Gilman Construction will be informed that it can use the County’s permit, but it will have to do the reclamation.

Commissioner Rice informed Mike that 3-Rivers Communications want to install cable from Mark Anderson’s place in the Glen area to the cell site and would like to either cross or go under Rock Creek Road. There was discussion that 3-Rivers would need to indemnify the County on this project.  The permit has to be returned to 3-Rivers today. Commissioner Rice will contact 3-Rivers today. 

R.E. Miller Construction has completed installing the electrical line on the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway at Elkhorn for Vigilante Electric.  R.E. Miller stayed on the outside of phone lines and placed the line 10 to 12 feet from they Byway Road. This area will need to be seeded next spring.  Mike will contact Vigilante Electric about the reseeding. 

This week an advertisement for a position on the Lima road crew will be placed in the paper and at the Dillon Job Service.

There was discussion about the purchase of a loader and the specifications were reviewed.  It was decided that the County would go out to bid for a used loader.

In regards to the Dillon shop project, a 2-inch line and a 1-inch meter will be installed.  Beyond the meter the pipe will go up in size.

Jamie will send a $200 invoice to Mr. Steller for a 35 mph sign and the installation.

Commissioner Haugland stated that Mark Malkovich has complained that the lower end of Little Lake Creek Road has very deep holes.  Mike informed the Commissioners this Road should be bladed this week.  Mike will have Dow Keys check the road and probably haul material to fill in the holes.

Jim informed the Commissioners that sometime soon he would be meeting with Jim Olsen from Fish, Wildlife, and Parks regarding the Birch Creek Bridge Project.

On Thursday, Commissioner Rice will go with Jim to do the boring on the grandstands and announcers’ booth at the Fairgrounds.    

Jim reported that GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh researched the County’s records regarding the ownership of the Dickey Bridge.  Scott found a letter dated February 2, 1967 from MDT informing Beaverhead County that MDT is abandoning Dickey Bridge and giving it to the County, but Scott could not find any formal action the Commission took accepting this bridge.  Jim stated MDT is taking some responsibility for this Bridge.  The Commissioners were informed that the landowner adjacent to the Bridge has a fence across the County’s right-of-way.   MDT will be having another meeting regarding this matter, which Jim will attend.

Old Business:

No old business was discussed.

Recess:
At 11:30 a.m. Commissioner Rice recessed the meeting. At 1:30 p.m. Chairman McGinley reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland and Commissioner Rice present.

Other Topics of Discussion:
The Commissioners opened their mail and responded accordingly.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

There were no public comments.

News Media:

Commissioner Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the October 17 –23, 2010 invoices for a total of $56,728.09. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Maren Olsen, Field Representative for Congressman Rehberg:

Maren Olsen and Administrative Assistant Patti Odasz joined the meeting. Maren informed the Commissioners that Congressman Rehberg has a draft bill on his website   that would take wolves off the endangered species list in Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho.  The Commissioners informed Maren that there are citizens in Wisdom that want the County to pass an ordinance stating that it is illegal to kill wolves and the ordinance will include a $5.00 fine.  The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation is in favor of having the wolves removed from the endangered species list.  The Livestock Mitigation Board has allocated money for wolf mitigation.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
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