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October 26, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, October 26, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the October 19, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the October 19, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Report on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Road employees Bob Ferris, Scott Jones, and Union Representative John Riordan joined the meeting.  The following were reported and discussed:

· Mike submitted a letter regarding the clothing allowance and requested that the Road employees receive separate checks for this allowance.  John mentioned that tax codes have been changed and taxes need to be taken out of the clothing allowance.  The Road employees will be given separate checks as requested.

· The engine is out in the Peterbilt.  The EGR valve is out in the Detroit engine in the Western Star dump truck and the engine has to be upgraded. Ted’s Repair will do the work. Detroit will reimburse the County for the parts on the upgrade, but not for labor.

· Mike will call either Race King or Jack Zimmerman at La Cense regarding the problem with water on Carrigan Lane. Over the years the natural creek has been plowed up and the water now runs on the road. The pipes in Carrigan Lane will be cleaned.

· Due to pay increases, changes that need to be made to Schedule “A” in the Union Agreement.  These changes were discussed. At a later date, John will present a proposed Schedule “A’ to the Commissioners.  The supervisor’s and leadmen’s salaries will also need to be changed.

· John informed the Commissioners that the Union’s former Business Agent Dewey Nygard is retiring and John was relaying Dewey’s message that the Commissioners are one of the greatest teams to negotiate with and that it is nice to see an entity that is concerned about the employees’ welfare.

· Mike explained that the small ditch Smith Road by the mailboxes Smith Road was created because the barrow pit by the mailboxes was filled the water was flowing over the Road.  The County could place a culvert in this area if the residents pay for it.

· The “Dead End” sign for Midway Lane is here.  The County will install the sign, but Midway Lane is a private Lane so the residents have to pay for the sign.

The Road Report for October 18-24, 2009 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes: Ten Mile, Argenta, Stonehouse, Carroll, Smith, Flynn, Carrigan, Downing and Bannack Pass (Hwy 324).

· Hauled gravel to Flynn Lane and Carrigan Lane.

· Stockpiled gravel at Sandy James Gravel Pit, GP128, on Bloody Dick Road.

· Road checked Dillon and Horse Prairie area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the Old Armstead and South Valley Roads.

· Installed “Road Closed” signs on West Lane, Reeder Lane, Chute Canyon Road and Little Sheep Creek Road for opening day of elk hunting season.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and Centennial Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Lower North Fork, Upper North Fork, Miner Lake, Twin Lakes, Lower Bender Creek and Lower Mussigbrod Creek.

· Moved equipment from Dillon to Jackson.

· Repaired flood damage on the Upper North Fork road from this past spring.  

· Road checked Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting to convey his displeasure of the Commissioners giving the employees a raise without notifying him first.  The Commissioners assured Jay that the raises were included in his budget.  Jay iterated that elected officials should have been made aware of this increase. There was lengthy discussion about the calculation of deputies’ wages as per state law.

Last weekend there was an issue with the road closure barricades being blown over and who the Sheriff’s office should contact when issues pertaining to roads arise.  It was established that the Sheriff’s office should call the Commissioners first and if they cannot be reached, call Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, and if Mike cannot be reached call Road employee Scott Jones. 

Public Hearing on Title III Monies:

At 10:30 a.m. Chairman Rice recessed the Commissioners’ meeting and opened the public hearing.  All Commissioners, Scott Marsh, Sheriff Jay Hansen, Secretary Patti Odasz were present.

Scott informed the Commissioners that Tom Wagenknecht has a couple of fire mitigation projects that he wants to do.  One of the projects is on the Huffaker’s property that has a lot of beetle-killed trees.  

Jay stated that the Sheriff’s Office would be using Title III monies for searches and rescues.

The Grasshopper Fire Department wants to purchase new GPS systems for its fire trucks.  The guidelines for the use of Title III monies were reviewed to see if GPS purchases would be allowed. 

Chairman Rice adjourned the hearing and reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting.


Old Business:

County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting.  Jim submitted a letter to the Commissioners regarding his meeting with Sharon Lawyer regarding the impact of the Blacktail Deer Creek Flood Mitigation project on her property.  The issues mentioned in this letter were discussed.  Jim is waiting for Sharon to get a price for the labor for moving Sharon’s personal property to accommodate the construction project. Sharon also wants to be reimbursed for the amount of land she is losing due to the bank configuration. Brad Koenig from Robert Peccia and Associates will determine the total square footage involved between the original and proposed back-of-banks.

The Governor Creek Bridge was set Friday.

John Hendrix from the Corp of Engineers will sign the permit today for the three TSEP bridges.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Public Health Nurse Sue Hansen:  Update on H1N1:

Public Health Nurse Sue Hansen joined the meeting.  The federal government is sending the vaccine out in small amounts every week.  The first doses received in Beaverhead County were given to little kids. Clinics were held last Tuesday and Friday.  Fifty to 60 pregnant women were called and told about the clinics and only 23 came for the vaccine.  The next doses of vaccine will be given to first responders and hospital personnel.  There have been six confirmed H1N1 cases in Beaverhead County, but not everyone is being tested.  No seasonal flu has been seen in Montana yet.  Sue is going to set up a community meeting and will have Dr. Hansen and herself and other health professional there to answer questions.  Sue will also be doing radio spots and will have ads in The Dillon Tribune.   The Chamber of Commerce called and asked if the Halloween Party should be cancelled, but Sue told the Chamber the Party did not have to be cancelled, but hand sanitizers will need to be available.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch and Dillon City Operations Manager J.S. Turner joined the meeting.  Jed informed the Commissioners that the City of Dillon passed a resolution supporting the County’s position in opposing Senator Tester’s wilderness bill.

Commissioner McGinley stated that the Commissioners have been informed that Senator Max Baucus is going to support Senator Tester’s bill. 

The 2002 agreement on the Reeder Street railroad crossing was discussed.  There is not an updated contract.  This contract is regarding the City’s responsibility for railroad crossings.   In 2002, at the Union Pacific Railroad’s request the City closed the Helena Street crossing with the understanding that the Railroad would build a crossing at Butte Street.  Further discussion ensued.

J.S. informed the Commissioners that the City is going to drill another municipal well.  First, test wells need to be developed, and whoever’s ground the test well is located an Exclusion Zone Agreement needs to be executed.  According to the hydrologist for this project one of the test sites in at the County Fairgrounds.  J.S. submitted a “Declaration of Well Control Zone Agreement” for the Commissioners’ review.  Action on this agreement will be taken at the next Commissioners’ meeting.

Jed informed the Commissioners that the Dillon City Council tabled the appointment of Larry Volkening as the County’s representative to the City Planning Board due to pending litigation.

Jed informed the Commissioners that the following items need to be completed:

· Water meter issue at the Fairgrounds.

· Easement along Noble Street for a walking path.

· An Interlocal agreement between Fire District #2 and the City of Dillon Fire Department.

Other Topics of Discussion:

Developer Paul Rebich joined the meeting to discuss the Eliason Lane project.  The Commissioners informed Paul that the Lane is going to be left where it is because there are utilities buried on both sides of the Lane.  There is a new law that allows local government, through District Court; to have roads declared that the legal location of a road is where it is at the present time.  Paul was given a copy of the House Bill regarding this matter.  If the adjacent landowners would sign a document agreeing that the location of Eliason Lane as it exists today is the legal location, then this agreement could be brought before the District Judge.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the October 18-24, 2009 invoices for a total of $1,150,122.72. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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