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November 2, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, November 2, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Other Business

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting to tell the Commissioners about the Montana Nature Conservancy’s Fish and Cow film and presentation about the Conservancy’s work in the Centennial and Big Hole Valleys that was held in Bozeman last Tuesday. Rick and his wife Patsy and Garth and his wife Ruth attended this presentation.  At this event the Conservancy presented Garth with a framed photo in appreciation for his support of the Conservancy’s efforts and for his shining example of a public servant.

January 5, 2010 was set for the next Interagency Meeting.  A no host lunch will be held at noon in Grandma’s Kitchen and the meeting will be held at the Search and Rescue Building at 1:30 p.m. 

Report on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin, and County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting.  The temporary road closures in the Lima area were discussed. The decision was made to leave the closures in place for another week.

Mike reported on the following:

· The roads in the Glen area will be bladed this week. 

· Gravel is being stockpiled for the Governor Creek Bridge project, which the crew will start next Monday. Work will then be started on the detours for Nissen Lane. Frying Pan Road, and Carrigan Lane.

· The remanufactured engine for the Peterbilt will cost approximately $15,000.

Mike informed the Commissioners that the computer system at the shop would track the maintenance of the equipment and vehicles, but more data has to be inputted.  Tracking all of the information would help the crew keep track if a piece of equipment was using more oil than it should be, thus elevating the replacement of engines.  This program would allow the Road Department to keep a better accounting of each machine. Jamie will have to enter data daily at the Dillon Shop. The Commissioners approved Mike’s suggestion.

The bridges on the road around Bannack are sloughing. The County built the road and the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks does the maintenance.  Mike will do a site inspection of the bridges.

Dillon City Operations Manager J.S. Turner joined the meeting. Jim reported that he has received the Corp of Engineers’ permit for the three TSEP bridges.  The bids for the three bridges will be published in this week’s and next week’s paper.  The pre-bid conference will be November 10 in the Commissioners’ Room, and the bids will be opened at 1:30 p.m. on November 16.  The bids are being let separately.  Each project will have a 40-calendar day completion date.

The Blacktail Deer Creek Project is slowly moving forward.  Last Friday Mike Cox from Oasis Engineering did in-stream flow measurements and will have this information to Jim today.  JS. Informed the Commissioners that the City and the Fire Administrator are concerned that the water main has been shut down since September 28.  The engineers and Jim are working with the contractor on how to best to deal with this matter.

The following Road Department Report for October 25 – 31, 2009 was submitted: 

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Flynn, Carrigan, Hogsback, Rebich, Old Stage and Eliason.

· Installed a culvert on Flynn Lane.

· Cleaned culverts on Flynn Lane and Carrigan Lane.

· Stockpiled gravel at Sandy James Gravel Pit, GP128, on Bloody Dick Road.

· Stockpiled gravel at the BLM gravel pit, GP 104, at Badger Pass.

· Road checked Glen, Scenic Byway, Dillon and Horse Prairie area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the Old Armstead Road.

· Plowed snow on River Road for cattle trucks over the weekend.

· Mowed on Fitters lane, Big Sheep Creek and Lima Dam Road.

· Re-Installed “Closed Road” signs for Fish, Wildlife and Parks for hunting south and west of Lima.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and Centennial Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Lower Bender Creek, Upper North Fork, Rock Creek, Twin Lakes and Skinner Meadows.

· Patched a culvert on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Cleaned culverts on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Road checked Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen and County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  There was discussion about a lawsuit that might be filed against the County.  Jed left the meeting.

 Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) Biologist Craig Fager, FWP Game Warden Rick Schmauch joined the meeting.   There was discussion about the temporary road closures in the Lima area.  Craig and Rick both feel that the barricades and the  “No Parking” signs should be removed. Road Supervisor Mike Shafer rejoined the meeting. Discussion ensued about the road closures.  The Commissioners made the decision to have the closures removed and asked Mike to have the signs stored at the Lima shop, just in case they are needed again.  Mike left the meeting.

There was discussion about holding an early hunt in the Lima area next year.  

Citizen Group: Discussion and Comments:

Jeff Coiner, Steve Jennings, and J.S. Turner joined the meeting. Jeff said that the Federal government is shoving too much down the citizens throat, i.e. health care, Senator Tester’s bill (1470), the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act (NREPA), etc. The Federal government does not listen to or care what the people think.  Jeff said that the State of Montana does not need the Federal government, that Montana has the assets to fund itself and does not need federal money and that he feels that Montana should declare sovereignty.  He feels that going through the Commissioners is the proper protocol and asked the Commissioners to promote sovereignty to the other counties. Steve said that the people receiving Medicare and pensions would loose these benefits and then the matter would go to the 9th circuit court.  Commissioner McGinley said that only thing he can see to do is to vote the people out.  Further discussion ensued.

Steve informed the Commissioners that the Beaverhead Outdoor Association (BOA) has compiled a notebook containing letters people have written, resolutions, etc opposing Senator Tester’s bill.  Steve gave the Commissioners a copy and asked for their input. 

Action on Resolution to Adopt Pre-disaster Mitigation Plan:

The Commissioners reviewed Resolution 2009-28; Resolution to Adopt Pre-disaster Mitigation Plan and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Resolution 2009-28 – Resolution to Adopt Pre-disaster Mitigation Plan be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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Old Business/Other Business:

The Commissioners agreed to write a letter to support the Table Mountain communications site.

Museum Association President Dorothy Stout has submitted a letter and an attached list of items that need repair at the Museum Complex that the Association would like to put out for bid. The Association would like to have the requirement for the Contractor to have one million dollars of liability insurance decreased.  No money was budgeted for these projects, so the Commissioners will inform Dorothy that grants will have to be obtained.  

The Commissioners reviewed a letter from Dillon Elementary School District #10 informing them the District is establishing a Committee to work on planning for the School’s facilities. Commissioner McGinley will look into this matter.


Doug Kaercher from the Department of Revenue called last week regarding Dick Gosman being temporarily unable to participate on the local Tax Appeal Board due to health issues.  Doug informed the Commissioners that Mr. Gosman would have to resign and the Commissioners will have to appoint someone else. The Commissioners could appoint someone with the understanding that when Dick returns he would be reappointed.

Chairman Rice informed the Commissioners that Harold Brown has a concern on how Frying Pan Road was signed.  Chairman Rice referred this matter to County Engineer Jim Carpita.

Minutes:

The minutes of the October 26, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  
MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the October 26, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.









Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Maren Olsen, Field Representative for Congressman Rehberg:

Maren Olsen, Field Representative for Congressman Rehberg, BOA Representative Steve Jennings, Dillon Mayor Marty Malesich, Dillon Operations Manager J.S. Turner, Rich Nyquist, and KDBM Reporter Tom McKnight joined the meeting.  The Commissioners want Congressman Rehberg to oppose Senator Tester’s bill and they would like to meet with him personally regarding this matter.  It is not clear in the bill how jobs within Beaverhead County would be created.  J.S. was told that an economic impact study on this bill was being done, but a study has not been done. Maren was given copies of letters from two Dillon banks opposing Senator Tester’s bill. Steve Jennings gave Maren a copy of the BOA’s information they have gathered regarding the opposition of the bill.

Commissioner McGinley informed Maren that by October 29, 2009, the Forest Service was to make a decision on the County’s appeal to the Forest Plan.  The Commissioners have not heard anything.  Commissioner McGinley has called the Deputy Chief of the Forest Service Joe Holtropp in D.C., but no one will return his call.  Maren will call D.C.  about this matter.

There was further discussion about Senator Tester’s bill. 

There was some discussion about health care reform.  Congressman Rehberg believes there should be tort reform and that selling insurance across state lines should be open, but he does not like the public option.  

Cap and trade and NREPA were briefly discussed.

Garth thanked the BOA for all the work that they have done.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

The County Attorney was unable to make his appointment.

Other Topics of Discussion:

Ed Mooney, Anne Rorabaugh, and Peggy Coleman joined the meeting.  Ed has sent the USGS documentation as to why an unnamed mountain 9 miles south of Dillon should be named Mooney Mountain.  Ed briefly informed the Commissioners about the history of the Mooney family in this area.  A map of the area was reviewed.  This request is being made in honor of Edward and Katherine Mooney and Daniel and Lucy Mooney.  The Commissioners will support this request when the USGS asks for their input. 

Sharon Lawyer, Ray Graham, and Jim Carpita joined the meeting to discuss the Blacktail Deer Creek project as it pertains to Ray’s and to Sharon’s individual properties.  Jim just received the drawing delineating the original ground lines and the proposed top of bank line and also showing the square footage of disturbance.  Jim gave Ray a copy of the drawing.  Ray and Sharon will meet with the Commissioners on Monday, November 9, 2009 at 2:30 p.m. to discuss the problems they have in regards to this project.

Dr. Tom Straugh joined the meeting.  The Commissioners were given handouts regarding the Southwest Montana Veterans’ Home.  The federal government will fund 65 percent of this project and the state will fund 35%.  The facility will have 60 beds and will be able to be expanded to 80 beds.  It will be a 30 million dollar project with a 3.6 million dollar per year operating budget.  Ninety jobs will be created from the facility. One of the criteria for this RFP will be that the eight acres of land has to be donated to the project. Dr. Straugh is contacting landowners to see if someone will donate land in the Dillon vicinity.  

Dr. Straugh explained how the southwest counties will via for this facility and reviewed some of the criteria.   The state will be sending out the “Request for Proposals” as soon as possible.  The proposals are due from counties by February 5, 2010.    The decision as to the recipient of this facility will be made by April 2010.

If the donated land were within the City of Dillon the City would hold a public hearing.  If the donated land were outside the City, the County would hold the hearing.  Dr. Straugh offered to preside over the hearing.  The facility needs access to City water and sewer.  If the land is located within the County it will need to be annexed.  Approximately 8,000 gallons of sewage per day will be processed, which the City’s sewer system can handle. The water also has to be pumped at 1,500 gallons per minute with 50 pounds of pressure per square inch, which the City’s water system can handle.

Dr. Straugh is planning to talk to the Beaverhead Development Corporation and to the City of Dillon about this project.  This facility would be a great asset to Dillon and to the County.

Tom Barnes joined the meeting to discuss the initiative banning trapping on public land and facilities in Montana that the organization Footloose Montana is writing. The Montanans for Effective Wildlife Management is against this proposal.  One of the Hill County Commissioners is taking this matter to MACo to ask for its support. There was discussion regarding this initiative. The Commissioners will find out if they can legally take a stand regarding this matter.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the October 25-31 2009 invoices for a total of $125,127.19. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION PLAN
Beaverhead County, Montana

WHEREAS, all citizens and property within Beaverhead County are at risk from a wide
range of hazards such as, but not limited to, aircraft accident, civil unrest, disease, drought,
earthquake, energy failure, environmental contamination, flood, hazardous material release,
severe weather, terrorism, transportation accident, urban fire, utility failure, volcanic ashfall, and
wildfire.

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County, pursuant to Section 322, Mitigation Planning, of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, enacted by Section 104 of
the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-390) and the Interim Final Rule published in the
Federal Register on February 26, 2002 at 44 CFR Part 201, is required to have an approved
Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan in order to receive future federal disaster mitigation funds.

WHEREAS, a Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan will guide Beaverhead County in making
decisions for pre-disaster and post-disaster mitigation projects.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission of Beaverhead County,
Montana, hereby adopts the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan dated September 2009.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Commission of Beaverhead County, Montana this 2nd
day of November 2009.
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