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November 13, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Tuesday, November 13, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the November 5, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the November 5, 2007 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for November 4 – 10, 2007:


Dillon Area

· Skinner Meadows Road, Twin Lakes Road, and Bloody Dick Road were bladed.

· Cattleguards were installed in Skinner Meadows Road and Moose Creek Road.

· Gravel was hauled to Skinner Meadows and Moose Creek Roads.

· Culverts on Twin Lakes Road were cleaned.

· Sand was hauled to the Dillon shop and mixed with ice slicer.

· Dillon, Glen, Grasshopper, and Horse Prairie area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The South Valley Road and River Road were bladed.

· Culverts on South Valley Road were cleaned.

· The shop was cleaned.

· Lima and Dell area roads were checked.

· Lima area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Gravel was hauled to and a cattleguard was installed in Moose Creek Road.

· Wisdom area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Chairman Haugland informed Richard that Jim Wolf had call about a plugged culvert on Medicine Lodge Road.  Richard has had three calls regarding this matter.  As soon as the excavator comes out of the Big Hole this culvert will be fixed and some beaver dams will be removed.

There was discussion about the condition of Twin Lakes, the maintenance of this road, and about purchasing “speed zone ahead” signs for this road.  Richard will ask the Sheriff’s Deputy in the Big Hole to patrol Twin Lakes Road.

The County Treasurer has faxed a copy of a letter from Jay Hahnkamp along with a copy of his unsigned check for his tax payment.  Jay will not pay his taxes until speed limit signs are posted on Browne’s Bridge Road and the culvert fixed.  Lengthy discussion ensued.  Richard will order “narrow winding road ahead 35 mph” signs for this road and post them at each end of the road.  The Commissioners will send a letter to Jay informing him that the signs will be installed and the culvert will be fixed by May 15, 2008. Richard will order the signs today.


Richard informed the Commissioners that he thinks that the County will need to purchase State land easements on Dutchman Road and Moose Creek Road.  Richard will do research regarding these roads. 
Richard left the meeting.  


The Commissioners reviewed a letter from State Senator Bill Tash asking that the Commissioners to nominate Art Christiansen for the NACo County Leadership in Conservation Awards Program.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Art Christiansen be nominated for NACo County Leadership in Conservation Awards Program. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.













Patti was asked to complete the online nomination form.  










Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Commissioner Rice reported to the Board that the NACo County Leadership in Conservation Awards Program is for county programs, not for individuals, thereby the motion is invalid.  Commissioner Rice will call Senator Tash regarding this matter.

Treasurer Kathy Allard and Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley joined the meeting.  Commissioner McGinley, Kathy, and Betty reported on the trip to Polson to view Black Mountain’s software for the County.  Price quotes from CSA and Black Mountain were reviewed and compared.  Lengthy discussion ensued.  Kathy and Betty left the meeting.  The Commissioners made the decision that the County would purchase the software from Black Mountain.

County Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Rick has reviewed other counties’ Improvement District Policies. Lewis and Clark’s Policy is 16 pages and repeats the sections of law.  Yellowstone County’s Policy is three pages and is more of a guideline on the process.  Rick will use Yellowstone County’s policy for a template.

Rick reported that Tim Davis, the Executive Director of the Montana Smart Growth Coalition, gave a presentation to the County Planning Board and the City Planning Board on SB 201 “An Act Generally Revising Land Use Laws; Allowing Local Governments To Adopt Growth Policies That Address Infrastructure Planning; Allowing Certain Governing Bodies To Assess Planning Fees; Exempting Certain Land Divisions From Review; Amending Sections 76-1-103, 76-1-601, 76-3-605, 76-3-608, And 76-3-609, MCA; and Providing an Immediate Effective Date.” 

SB 201 also provides a funding source to help local governments pay for planning.  If a county or city adopts a resolution to undertake the joint planning process established by SB 201, local governments may then collect modest fees authorized by the State and use them to pay for staff or consultants to assist in local planning efforts.  There is no deadline for when a city or county has to complete SB 201 planning.  The fees for a residential subdivision are not to exceed $50 per lot and the fees for a commercial subdivision are not to exceed $250 per lot.  The Sonoran Institute will help facilitate compliance with the new legislation.   It appears that the City of Dillon is moving forward on the resolution and the Commissioners can expect to have Dillon’s resolution soon.  Rick left the meeting.

Road Manager Richard Miller briefly joined the meeting to inform the Commissioners that Sweetwater Road through the Regal Mine complex has been realigned, but the signs have not be installed.  Richard left the meeting.
 


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 4 – 10, 2007 invoices for a total of $30,385.01. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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