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November 15, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, November 15, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the November 1, 2010 meeting were reviewed and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the November 1, 2010 meeting be approved as amended.  A verbal vote was taken 



and the
motion carried unanimously.

The minutes of the November 8, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the November 8, 2010 meeting be approved as Amended. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Road Employee Scott Jones, Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn, and County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting. 

The following Road Department Report for November 7-13, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the followings roads:  Sweetwater, Bond and East Bench.

· Plowed snow on the Scenic Byway and local paved roads.

· Put up signs at the Alaska Basin Gravel pit.

· Marked culvert ends on Schoolhouse Road.

· Installed a curve sign on Birch Creek Road.

· Cleaned culverts on Old Canyon Road and Bloody Dick Road.

· Removed jack fence on Bannack Pass for winter snowplow drifting.

· Removed excess signposts on the Scenic Byway.

· Cleaned cattleguards on Dutchman Lane and Hogsback Road.

· Road checked Scenic Byway, Grasshopper, Glen, Horse Prairie and Dillon area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on Big sheep Creek flats and lower Sage Creek.

· Mounted snow equipment.

· Welded and fabricated a v-plow.

· Road checked the South Valley, Big Sheep Creek, Sage Creek, Lima and Dell area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Trimmed brush and hauled downed trees on the Scenic Byway

· Hauled culverts from Dillon to Wisdom.  

· Set up snowplow on the truck for snow removal.

· Moved equipment to Wisdom.  

· Fabricated guardrail for the Upper North Fork Bridge.

· Road checked the Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

After discussion, the decision was made that the County purchase a plow from the state for $11,000. The plow will be picked up today and the state will send an invoice.

There was discussion about purchasing a loader.  There is a used 2005 loader in Spokane for $88,000.  There are two used 2005 loaders in Jackson Hole for $67,000 each.  One of the loaders has 1,620 hours of use and the other has 1,580 plus hours of use. Jim will call a contractor at Westward Curtis in Jackson Hole and him inspect the loaders for the County.  Commissioner Rice will call Mike Billet from Western States Equipment regarding a loader.

Plows are being put on the trucks.  The Pioneer Scenic Byway will be plowed to Wise River until it is closed the end of November or first of December.

Jim reported that the County has received the test result from the first sample of the Apex gravel.  It passed all of the tests except for level 16 on the sieve.  The material is non-plastic and is not good binder material, but the County can make do with it. Jim informed Mike that he has made arrangements for Mike to call Travis from Anderson Engineering sometime this week to have him measure the stockpile.  Mike stated that Hollow Construction should be done with the crushing this week. Last Friday,  Jim issued the change order to Hollow Construction. The original bid time was for 21 days, from the date of “Notice to Proceed” it was 24 days and now with the extension it will be 31 days.  Mike will check on this project today.

Friday, Jim mailed the joint 124/404 permit to the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) and the Corp of Engineers for the Birch Creek Bridge project.  Jim reported that the costs between a Roscoe steel modular bridge and a three-sided culvert was with in $500 dollars.    Mike informed the Commissioners that the County crew has the expertise and the equipment to install a steel modular bridge, but not a three-sided culvert.  After discussion, the decision was made to go to bid for a steel modular bridge.  Jim will have the bid specifications ready within 10 days.  The temporary bridge for this project has to be removed by March 1, 2011.  Jim will design the steel fabricated abutment footings.

Last week Jim and Wally Zobell did a site inspection of the Governor Creek Bridge because of Wally’s concern that willows under the bridge were washing out the bank.  Jim compared photos taken in July and he could see no difference.  Upstream there is a willow uprooted and in the creek.  Jim has contacted Jeff Everett of the U.S. Fish and Wild Life Service to see if some restoration work can be done. 

Wally informed Jim that the County could throw the willows it has removed to the other side of road and burn them.  Mike will talk with Road Employee Dow Keyes to see what he wants to do.   Wally has also removed willows in this area and asked if the County had the opportunity if it would pick them up and burn them.

The County has been informed that the state wants to purchase all of the sand in the Snowline Gravel Pit, which is approximately 10,099 square yards.  The cost is $6.75 per squire yard.  For every yard sold $6 will go to the County and 75 cents will go to the Snowline Grazing Association.  A meeting will be set between the County, the Snowline Grazing Association, and the state so a decision can be made about the blacktop, soil, and reseeding.  The Snowline Grazing Association cannot give away or sell gravel from this pit.  The permit allows Gilman Construction to crush gravel in this pit for state highway projects.   

The Commissioners did not receive complaints on any County roads last week.

Jim reported that last week he and Commissioner Rice attended the Jaycee meeting in regards to the new stage the Jaycees want to build.  Jim create a set of drawings of the proposed stage. The Jaycees are going to ask the local contractors for donations to keep the costs low.  Jim stated that the County would need to make sure the contractors have the appropriate insurance.
Jim reported on the Museum projects.  Big Sky Construction was awarded the project for $28,395, but declined the project. Jim has negotiated with Kim Baker from KB Construction and Kim will do the project for $29,395; $1,100 less then his original bid.  Jim recommended that KB Construction be given the contract.  The Commissioners agreed.

Action on  Resolution #2010-32 – Designating Beaverhead County as a Recovery Zone for the Purposes of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009:

The Commissioners reviewed Resolution #2010-32 and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that Resolution #2010-32 – Designating Beaverhead County as a Recovery Zone for the Purposes of the American Recovery and reinvestment Act of 2009 be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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WHEREAS, the ARRA provides that Recovery Zone Bonds shall be subject to
volume cap allocations, any portion of which received by a county or large municipality
may be waived by such county or large municipality and re-allocated pursuant to the
ARRA and Montana House Bill 645, enacted by the 2009 State Legislature, by the
Montana Department of Administration (the “Department”) in any reasonable manner as
the Department deems in good faith, in its discretion, to be reasonable; and

WHEREAS, Internal Revenue Service Notice 2009-50, provides, in part, that
cities and counties that receive volume cap allocations for Recovery Zone Bonds may
designate eligible recovery zones based on certain specified criteria and that such cities
and counties may make designations of recovery zones in any reasonable manner as
they shall determine in good faith, in their discretion.

NOW, THEREFORE, at a regular meeting of the governing body of Beaverhead
County (the “County”), duly called, noticed, and held on the 15th day of November
2010, upon motion duly made and seconded, it is resolved, as follows:

1. In order for School District No. 10 (Dillon), Beaverhead County, Montana (the
“Issuer”) to benefit from the economic development stimulus provisions contained in
the ARRA, the County, after careful consideration of all economic indicators in the
County, including but not limited to, loss of employment, rate of home foreclosures,
loss of retail sales and declining tax revenues, in its discretion and in good faith,
and in compliance with Section 1400U-1(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
the Board of County Commissioners of Beaverhead County, Montana, hereby
designates the entire area comprised of Beaverhead County, Montana as a
recovery zone (the “Recovery Zone”).

2. The Recovery Zone has suffered either (i) significant unemployment, (ii) a large
increase in home foreclosures, or (jii) general economic distress.

3. All actions of the officers, agents and employees of any issuer of Recovery Zone
Bonds that are in conformity with the purposes and intent of this Resolution,
whether taken before or after the adoption hereof, are hereby ratified, confirmed
and adopted.

4. The County understands that the Issuer will apply for an allocation of recovery zone
economic development bonding authority, and, to the extent marketable and in its
best interest, the Issuer will issue recovery zone economic development bonds.

5. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its final passage and
approval according to law.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of
Beaverhead County, Montana.

DATED this 15th day of November 2010.
BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSION
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Michael J. McGinley
Chairman
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Commissioner 7
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Old Business / Other Topics of Discussion:

The Commissioners opened their mail and responded accordingly.

Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, and Commissioner Rice. 

Old Business / Other Topics of Discussion:

There were no other discussions.

Monique Digiorgio from the Western Environmental Law Center:

Monique called this morning to cancel her meeting.  She has rescheduled for December 13, 2010 at 1:30 p.m.

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

There were no public comments. 

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 7 – 13, 2010 invoices for a total of $32,890.92.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
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A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING — BEAVERHEAD COUNTY, MONTANA AS A
RECOVERY ZONE FOR PURPOSES OF THE AMERICAN
RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009

WHEREAS, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (“ARRA")
was signed into law on February 17, 2009, which includes the following Statement of
Purposes: (1) to preserve and create jobs and promote economic recovery; (2) to assist
those most impacted by the recession; (3) to provide investments needed to increase
economic efficiency by spurring technological advances in science and health; (4) to
invest in transportation, environmental protection and other infrastructure that will
provide long-term economic benefits; and (5) to stabilize State and local government
budgets, in order to minimize and avoid reductions in essential services and
counterproductive State and local tax increases; and

WHEREAS, the ARRA provides that the United State Department of Treasury
shall pay to the issuer of any bond properly designated by the issuer thereof as a
recovery zone economic development bond 45% of the interest payable on such bond
on such date and that gross income does not include interest on any bond properly
designated by the issuer thereof as a recovery zone facility bond (together with recovery
zone economic development bonds, “Recovery Zone Bonds”); and

WHEREAS, the ARRA provides that the proceeds of recovery zone economic
development bonds must be used for qualified economic development purposes, i.e. -
expenditures for purposes of promoting development or other economic activity in a
recovery zone; and

WHEREAS, the ARRA provides that ninety-five (95%) or more of the net
proceeds of a recovery zone facility bond must be used for recovery zone property
which is in a recovery zone and is in the active conduct of a qualified business by the

taxpayer in such zone; and

WHEREAS, the ARRA provides with respect to recovery zone economic
development bonds and recovery zone facility bonds that a recovery zone is (1) any
area designated by the issuer of such bonds as having significant poverty,
unemployment, rate of home foreclosures, or general distress, (2) any area designated
by the issuer of such bonds as distressed by reason of the closure or realignment of a
military installation pursuant to the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990,
or (3) any area for which a designation as an empowerment zone or renewal community
is in effect; and

WHEREAS, Recovery Zone Bonds are designed to provide tax incentives for
State and local governmental borrowing at lower borrowing costs to promote job
creation and economic recovery targeted to areas particularly affected by employment
decline; and
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