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November 17, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, November 17 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the November 10, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the minutes of the November 10, 2008 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin briefly joined the meeting to submitted the Road Department Report for November 2 - 8, 2008:

 Dillon Area

· Bladed on Old Armstead Road.

· Installed two culverts on the South Valley Road.

· Hauled gravel and bladed on the South Valley Road.

· Cleaned 400 yards of barrow pit and ditches on the South Valley Road.

· Moved equipment to the South Valley Road.

· Did 12 utility locates for sign installations.

· Installed eight “speed limit” signs on Munday Lane.

· Installed three “speed limits” signs on Blacktail Road.

· Installed two “speed limit” signs on Carrigan Lane.

· Installed a new guardrail and four posts at the intersection of Laknar Lane and Pioneer Drive to replace the damaged guardrail.

· Plowed snow on the Scenic Byway from Hwy 278 to Wise River.

· Road checked Dillon, Grasshopper and Horse Prairie area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

Lima Area

· Installed culverts on the South Valley Road.

· Hauled gravel and bladed on the South Valley Road.

· Moved equipment from Lima to the South Valley Road.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Wisdom Area 

· Installed a Cattleguard on Rock Creek Road.

· Hauled and bladed on Rock Creek Road.

· Road checked Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Jamie left the meeting.
Chairman Rice and Commissioner McGinley attended the safety meeting at the Dillon Shop with the entire road.  Mike Shafer discussed safety issues and Larry Skiles discussed maintenance concerns with the crew.  As of November 24, 2008 the Safety Rules will change and the crews will have to wear green safety vests when they are on the roads.  The Commissioners will also have to wear the vests when they inspect roads.    Chairman Rice talked to the Big Hole crew about the cattleguard in Gibbonsville Road by the dipping vat and also discussed with the Lima crew the cost difference in fuel between Ralph’s Exxon in Lima and the station in Dell.  The Lima crew will talk to Kevin Stosich from Ralph’s Exxon and inform him that his cost for fuel needs to be comparative to fuel costs at the Dell Station.

Chairman Rice talked to the Dillon Crew about hiring a contractor to do the Lovell Road project.  The crew wants to gravel Cross Lane and it was discussed that it would probably less expensive if a contractor was hired for the Lovell Road project because the distance to haul material is shorter than it is to Cross Lane.  Mike Shafer will inform the Commissioners of the crew’s preference at a later date.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
The new Jailer Butch Girard is getting the jail cleaned and better organized.  

Jay has traded the 2003 ¾ ton Ford truck in for a used 2007 Ford Expedition.  Jay is planning to trade the other truck for another patrol car.

There was a rescue last night behind Dewey.  The person is okay but suffered some broken bones.  There were some arrests this weekend and there are seven inmates in the jail.  Jay left the meeting.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch was unable to attend the meeting due to a Justice Court case.

Old Business

There was discussion regarding Patty Kehrer’s complaint about the bridge on Dillon Street that crosses the Blacktail Deer Creek.  Chairman Rice called Dillon City Operation’s Manager J.S. Turner regarding this matter.  J.S. thinks that this bridge and the parcel of land it is on belong to Rocky Mountain Supply.  J.S. will research this matter.

Don Bernall: Appeal of County Planner’s Decision on Section V-E-2 of County Subdivision Regulations:

Planner Rick Hartz, and Don and Jane Bernall joined the meeting.  Last week Don met with the Commissioners to appeal the above-mentioned matter.  Chairman Rice called for a motion:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that based on the County Attorney’s recommendation, Don Bernall’s appeal to Section V-E-2 of the County Subdivision Regulations be denied.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











The Bernall’s will be formally notified of this decision in writing.  Commissioner McGinley feels that if the Commissioenrs had approved the appeal it would set precedence. He feels that Don is not trying to evade the subdivision regulations, but in effect he is and that is why the evasion criteria is in place. Don feels that the law is defective and is unfair to the citizens to Beaverhead County.  Don suggested that the County’s evasion criteria be rewritten.  Rick stated the next Legislature will probably make changes to the subdivision law and then at that time the County could review its evasion criteria.  Don and Jane left the meeting.

Planner Rick Hartz - Final Plat of the Blacktail Ranches Major Subdivision:



Developer Ron Towery joined the meeting. The Beaverhead County Planning Department recommends final plat approval of the Blacktail Ranches Major Subdivision.  The conditions that were placed on this subdivision at the time of preliminary plat approval (March 13, 2006) have been met or will be otherwise satisfied prior to the filing of the final plat.  The final plat review fee has been paid to Beaverhead County.


MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the final plat of the Blacktail Ranches Major Subdivision be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Ron and Rick left the meeting.

Action on Personnel Policy Manual:

Previous to this meeting the Commission reviewed the Personnel Committee’s, Safety Committee’s and Commissioners’ suggested changes to this Manual.  The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Beaverhead County Personnel Policy Manual be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Copies of this adopted Manual will be given to all County employees.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with Commissioner Haugland present.  

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 9 - 15, 2008 invoices for a total of $52,891.29. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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