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November 22, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, November 22, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the November 12 and 15, 2010 meetings were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the November 12 and 15, 2010 meetings be approved with changes.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Road Employee Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and Road Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for November 14 - 20, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on Anderson Lane and Sweetwater Road.

· Plowed snow and sanded on the Scenic Byway and local paved roads.

· Installed “No Motorized Vehicle” sign on Laknar Lane path.

· Installed a curve sign at the head of Sweetwater Road coming down the canyon.

· Installed bridge end markers on Sweetwater Road, Bloody Dick Road and Brenner Lane.

· Installed a “Speed Zone Ahead” sign on Brenner Lane.

· Put riprap on culverts on Flynn Lane and Carrigan Lane.

· Installed a 10’ extension on an 18” culvert on Ten Mile Road. 

· Screened gravel at the Apex gravel pit.  

· Removed blown down trees on the Scenic Byway.

· Drove to Helena to pick up a used snowplow.

· Met with MDT on the Snowline Gravel Pit.

· Put up silt fence on the Birch Creek Bridge for the bridge project.

· Road checked the Scenic Byway, Glen, Dillon, Horse Prairie, Medicine Lodge area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on Sage Creek and Big Sheep Creek Roads.

· Hauled gravel on Sage Creek Road.

· Plowed snow on the South Valley Road.

· Installed road closure signs on the following roads:  Munday, West, Reeder, Little Sheep Creek and Chute Canyon.

· Met with MDT on the Snowline Gravel Pit

· Road checked the South Valley, Big Sheep Creek, Sage Creek, Lima and Dell area roads.

· Cleaned the shop and yard.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Mounted snow equipment on grader #0817 and truck #0512.

· Cleaned the Jackson yard.

· Road checked the Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Mike reported that he received a call from Scott Allison about a wreck on Medicine Lodge Road.  Scott is going to stop allowing hunters on his land to decrease the traffic. Scott also asked about curve signs and speed limit signs for the road.  The County has curves signs on most of the curves and Mike feels that speed limits signs would not help.  Mike recommended that supplemental speed warning signs be attached to the curve signs. The Commissioners gave Mike permission to order these signs.

There have been complaints about the Jackson County yard being open and the cleanliness of the yard.  The County will install a jackleg fence around the yard with a couple of gates. At this time in the yard there are pipes, gravel, old pipes from the Governor Creek Bridge project and some wood.  There is no garbage.

Mike requested that the Pioneer Scenic Byway and the Lemhi Pass Road be closed today.  This weekend a semi-truck tried to make it up Lemhi Pass Road and had to turn around at the top.  There is 18-inches of snow on the Byway.  The Commissioners gave Mike permission to close Lemhi Pass Road and the Byway today.

Mike reported that the County does not have copies of the 10 gravel permits for the gravel pits that are located on state and private lands.  The Department of Environmental Quality is going to send copies of all these permits.  The coordinates on some of these permits are inaccurate so Mike is working to correct the errors. The names of these 10 pits will also be changed to coincide with the names on the DEQ permits. The County has tentatively agreed to take over the state’s portion of the Snowline Gravel permit.  A letter from the State regarding the weed plan and the dirt plan will be forthcoming.   Next fall the County will file for an amendment requesting that 30 acres be removed from the permit area.

Bids for a used loader will be published November 24 and December 1, 2010.  The bids will be opened on December 6.

Mike reported that Hollow Construction should finish the gravel crushing in the Apex pit today.  When the crushing is complete, Mike will have Pioneer Technical Services test the gravel before the pile is measured. Once the crushing is complete Hollow Construction will be issued payment.  Later in the meeting Mike reported back that due to the weather and the clay in the gravel it is not possible for Hollow to finish crushing this week.  Hollow Construction will hold off until Friday and finish the project next week.  The County will give Hollow Construction a weather extension.  

Commissioner Haugland reported that Dean Peterson told him that there are people living at the old Blazer Luger place on Little Lake Creek Road and that the road needs to be plowed. Mike will have the Wisdom crew plow the entire County portion of this road.

Jim reported that last week work was work done on the Depot framing and insulation project.  The installation of the windows and weather striping on the Depot and the main Museum building is 85% completed.

Jim is working on the specifications for two different options on the Birch Creek Bridge project.  The bid will be published December 1 and 8, 2010.  The bids will be opened on the December 13 and awarded December 15.  The specifications will also include the timeframe for the bridge delivery date. 

Old Business / Other Topics of Discussion:

The Commissioners opened their mail and responded accordingly.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 11:20 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Discussion and Action on Beaverhead Zoning District #1 Variance Request: 

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting. Frank Russell was going submit a variance request, but he is leaving town until spring.  When Mr. Russell returns he will reschedule. 

Discussion and Action on  West View Minor Subdivision Improvements Agreement:

Rick distributed an email from Bev Butler regarding the expiration of the extension to complete the improvements of the West View Minor Subdivision.  On November 7, Vigilante Electric moved the power pole. The contractor who was hired to do the minor access road and fire suppression tank burial was busy with another job until this weekend.  Steve Huffaker from Huffaker Construction has now been hired to complete the improvements.  Steve has told Paul Rebich that he will have the improvements completed by the first of the year.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman McGinley seconded that the time frame for the completion of the improvements to the West View Minor Subdivision be extended until June 1, 2011 be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Haugland rejoined the meeting.


News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 14 - 20, 2010 invoices for a total of $62,669.54. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

There were no public comments received. 

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
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