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November 28, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, November 28, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the November 21, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

	MOTION:	Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley     seconded that the minutes of the November 21, 2011 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
 
Updates on County Projects:

Eliason Lane Residents Bruce Nelson, Ethan Ingram, and Linda Lyon, County Road Supervisor Scott Jones, County Attorney Jed Fitch, County Engineer Jim Carpita, County Planner Rick Hartz, Developer Paul Rebich, Bev Butler, Road Secretary Jamie Flynn, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting. 



The following Road Department Report for November 20 – 26, 2011 was submitted:

The first topic of discussion was the Eliason Lane Project. Ethan said the he is not sure what is going on with Eliason Lane.  He feels that he was not contacted properly about the project.  Ethan has safety issues about the raising of Eliason Lane as it pertains to his property and children.  The raising of the Lane seven feet will put the road above his property. He is concerned about vehicles and or rocks going off the road to hit his shed and children, about snow blowing in and blocking his access, about who will plow his property out, and about the water draining onto his property. Jim stated that to get 500 to 600 feet of sight distance for the lowest section of the road, which is adjacent to Ethan’s property, the road needs to be raised seven feet.  The road, including drainage ditches and slope will be from fence to fence. Paul stated he had a bigger concern regarding the 2 to 1 slope. Jed stated that he advised the Commissioners that the first issue that should be addressed on Eliason Lane was the sight distance issue. On August 16, 2011, the County Attorney sent all landowners a letter regarding this project, but did not receive any negative feedback.   Ethan and Linda feel that the letter did not explained the project very well.  Commissioner McGinley admitted there was a lack of communication between the County and the landowners.

Ethan’s approach will have to be moved.  His present approach was never permitted because he was not informed by the realtor or the developer that he would need a permit. Ethan does not mind having his approach moved, but he is concerned about the cost of constructing a new driveway to his house. Ethan has received a quote for $1,600 from R.E. Miller and Son to construct a driveway for him.  Commissioner McGinley gave a brief history of this project. Discussion ensued regarding Ethan’s concerns regarding his property.  Bruce and Linda both stated that they were primarily here to support Ethan.
Ethan also stated that the School District did not inform him that during the construction the bus would pick his children up at an alternative location; he found this out from Jim Carpita

Ethan, Bruce, and Linda would like to have a lower speed limit.  Bruce mentioned that the state legislature now will let counties put lower speed limits on roads.  Chairman Haugland said that if the residents want a lower speed limit they would need to request it in writing and then the Commissioners would debate the issue. 

Further discussion ensued about Ethan’s concerns. The County will construct Ethan’s new approach, which will include installing a culvert. Paul Rebich will provide the equipment and base gravel to construct the driveway.  Paul stated he would also haul the surface gravel for Ethan out of the Matador Gravel Pit, if the County donates the gravel.  The Commissioners did not make a decision about donating the surface gravel for Ethan’s driveway.  

Ethan asked if a vehicle does go off the road and ends up on his property could he receive damages.  Ethan would probably receive damages from the driver of the vehicle.  Sometime today Commissioner Rice will meet with Ethan on site and do an inspection of Eliason Lane adjacent to Ethan’s property.

Bruce, Ethan, Linda, Paul, Jed, Rick, Bev left the meeting.

Scott reported that a pipe was installed on Eliason Lane in preparation of the upgrade of the road.

The cement for the center and the foot pads of the Dillon shop has been poured.
The Pioneer Scenic Byway will be closed December 1, 2011.

There is a full crew in Lima and in the Big Hole.  Most all of the snow equipment has been mounted.    Commissioner McGinley stated that he received a call from Kim Martinell that approximately 5.2 miles up Big Sheep Creek Road the Road is being undercut by water.  Scott will inspect the road and have the problem fixed.

Chairman Haugland asked Scott Marsh to check the ownership of Elk Lake Road and Lovers Leap Road.  Both of these roads are “petitioned for” county Roads.  In 1970 there was a petition of Lovers Leap Road and in 1990 the Commission adopted a resolution stating it was a public road with County maintenance. There was discussion about the problems with Lovers Leap Road and about making Culver Road the main road through the Red Rock Refuge.

Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break.

Solid Waste Board Meeting:

The Solid Waste Board, of which the Commissioners are members, held its meeting.  The minutes for this meeting will in the Solid Waste Office.

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:
	
After the Solid Waste Board meeting was adjourned 2:10 p.m., Chairman Haugland reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting with Commissioner McGinley and Commissioner Rice present.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 20-26, 2011 invoices for a total of $43,688.27, beginning with check #181574 and ending with check #181600. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

[bookmark: _GoBack]No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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