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December 2, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Tuesday, December 2, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Commissioner McGinley was attending a MACo training.
Minutes:

The minutes of the November 24, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the minutes of the November 24, 2008 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer and Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting.

Mike submitted a tentative work schedule for the week of December 1, 2008.

The encroachment permit for K and L Ventures to install a water main on Selway Drive was discussed.  Boring the line under Selway Drive will be a requirement of the permit. The line will be 3,500 feet.  There was discussion as to whether or not the State of Montana has transferred the ownership of Selway Drive to the County.  Jamie will look into this matter.

The grader tires have not arrived yet.  One new set of truck tires will be purchased. Eighteen tires will be recapped and there will be enough tires for the two trailers.

Material needs to be purchased for the Upper North Fork Bridge, the Lower North Fork Bridge, and Little Lake Creek Bridge.  The metal for these bridges will cost approximately $43,000 and the cost of the wood will be approximately $7,500. If the material is ordered now it should be delivered by February.   The bridges will be fixed in the following priority:  1.  Lower North Fork Bridge. 2. Upper North Fork Bridge. 3.  Little Lake Creek Bridge.  The Lower North Fork Bridge will be fixed after spring runoff and the other bridges will be fixed in August.

The progress reports for the TSEP 3rd Street Bridge project were the ones that have not been submitted to the State.  The engineering firms involved have been contacted as to the status of this project.  Lima City Attorney, Wally Congdon, was to have taken care of the right-of-way acquisition for the project.    Jamie will call Lima Town Mayor Dave Olsen about this matter.  

Jamie submitted an invoice for payment for gravel from Wisdom River Cattle Company.  Chairman Rice signed the invoice.

The Federal Highways Administration (FHWA) did not accept the estimate from Harddrive construction to fix the overlook and the sluff on the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway.  Included in this estimate was subcontractor’s R.E. Miller and Sons estimate for work.  Chairman Rice will talk to Tom Miller, owner of R.E. Miller and Sons about doing the work.  The County would like the FHWA to fix the sluff and the Lacey Creek Bridge.  The County could fix the Grasshopper Creek turnaround.

There was discussion about purchasing another backhoe.

Commissioner Haugland said that he met with Vigilante Electric and Qwest representatives regarding the relocating of lines for the Lovell Road project.  Mike said that the crew would start striping the topsoil this week on Lovell Road.  Vigilante and Qwest will work with the Road Department when the lines are to be moved.

The Road Department Report for November 23- 29, 2008:

DILLON AREA

· Hand patched on the Blacktail Road.

· Hauled a culvert from Missoula to Dillon for installation.

· Moved trucks from Lima to Dillon for repair.

· Fabricated a bus turn-around in Dewey.

· Hauled gravel to Dewey for the school bus turn-around.

· Hauled gravel to the Scenic Byway at Blue Creek to repair the snow mobile bridge.

· Fenced a gravel pit on the Sweetwater Road.

· Repaired two cattleguards on Old Canyon Road at Elkhorn and on the Scenic Byway just past Canyon Road.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper and Glen area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Moved equipment to Dillon.

· Cleaned brush and willows on the South Valley Road.

· Road checked Lima and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Worked on the Dewey school bus turn-around.

· Hauled barricades to the Scenic Byway for winter closure.

· Installed cattleguard wings on Rock Creek cattleguard.

· Road checked Lower North Fork, Rock Creek, and Twin Lakes Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen was unable to make his appointment.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

Due to court, County Attorney Jed Fitch was unable to make his appointment.

Old Business
Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting and updated the Commissioners on COS #1548AE.  Rick recommended that the Commissioners write a letter to the Owens informing them that upon completion of subdivision review of the parcels of land in this COS, the Commissioners would lift the Agricultural Exemption from the COS.

Rick informed the Commissioners that Jeremy Fadness from WWC Engineering will be submitting for their review the CTEP Application for the Laknar Lane Pedestrian Path project this Thursday or Friday. 

Appointments to Resource Use Committee:

Bill Allen, Parke Scott, Greg Taylor, Todd Stoddard, and Mel Rice have submitted letters of interest for appointments to the Resource Use Committee from.  The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that Bill Allen, Parke Scott, Greg Taylor, Todd Stoddard, and Mel Rice be appointed to the Resource Use Committee which is a sub-committee of the Planning Board.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











At its organizational meeting the Committee will decide the terms of the appointments.  Letters of appointment will be sent to each person.

Discussion and Action on Proposal to Extend the Closure Date of the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway be closed on December 1 and to revert to a snowmobile trail, thus not extending the closure date. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with Commissioner Haugland and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 23- 29, 2008 invoices for a total of $12,799.93. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

Norma Duffy joined the meeting and explained that the City wants to annex her Mother’s property.  Norma read the State law and showed the Commissioners a plat of the property. Norma believes that the property is not totally surrounded by City property.  There is a septic system on her property and two wells so she feels the City has nothing to offer.  Norma’s Mother pays approximately $1,100 dollars to the County in taxes.  Norma also said that the City does not maintain the weeds on its property. Norma asked that the County request in writing that City not annex this property. County Attorney Jed Fitch and Deputy County Attorney Jane Mitchell joined the meeting and the situation was explained to them.  Jed stated that there is no law that would prohibit the Commissioners to write a letter to the City requesting not to annex the property in question.  The Commissioners agreed to Norma’s request and Jane will draft a letter for the Commissioners to sign.

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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